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HOSE who are moft crompetent to judge 
of tbe iBerit of writings intended for young 
perfons, agree, that the manner in which 
things are related, is neariy of as much im* 
portance as the things themfelves; and the 
Author of Sand FORD and Merton, by lb 
happily adapting his ftyle to his fubje£t and 
readers, has excited fuch particular admira- 
tion, that it is unnecefiary here to attempt to 
add to its popularity. But as the price of the 
original work may be incommodious to a great 
part of his young readers, it has been thought 
proper, in order to render his ingenious and 
philanthropic performance as extenfively ufc- 
ful as poffible, to prefent it to the public in a 
more reduced form, though not an abridg* 
ment; fince the narrative is given in the au- 
thor's own words, without alteration. And 
as a great part of the work is of a digreflfive 
nature^ the wLoie of \ihat may properly be 

conlidered 


( iv ) 

confi(lered as the History of Sandford 
AND JMerton is preferved entire in this 
fingle volume, forming a cheap addition to 
the books ufually put into the hands of chil*- 
dren. 

Thofe, however, vho prefer the genuine 
edition of this work, in three volumes, printed 
for J. Debrett, are refpeftfully informed that 
they may now be had of the publifhers of this 
volume, who have purchafed the whole of the 
copies. 
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In the weftern part of England lived a gentleman 

of great fortune, whofe name was Morton. He . 

had a large eftate in the ifland of Jamaica, where . 

he had paiTed the greater part of his life, and was 

mailer of many fervants, who cultivated fugar and 

other valuable things for his advantage. He had 

only one fon, of whom he was excediyely fond ; 

and. to educate this child properly Was the.reafon 

of his determining to flay fome years in England. 

Tommy Merton, who at the time he came from 

Jamaica, was only fix years old, was naturally a 

very good-nature4 boy, but unfortunately had been 

fpoiled by too much indulgence. While he lived 

in Jamaica, he had feveral black fervants to wait 
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upon likn, wha were fotbidden upon any account 
to contradi6l hfm« If he walked, there always 
went two negroes with him, one of whom carried 
.a large umbrella to keep 'the fun from him, and the 
other was to carry him An his arms, whenever he 
was tired. Befide^.thi^, he was always drefled in 
^(itk or laced clothes, and had a &ne grided car* 
riage, which was carried upon men's (houlders, in 
which he made vifits to his playfellows. His mo- 
ther was fo exceflively fond of him, that fhe gave 
him e,yery thing'he 'tried, for, arid would; hever let 
^im learn to read, becaofe he eomplained thai it 
;jnade his head ach. 

The confequence of tliis was, that, though 
[Mafier Merton ha'd every thing he wanted, he be- 
came very fretful and unhappy. Sometimes he 
.ate fweetmeats till he made himfelf iick, and then 
ilie fuffered a great deal of pain, becaufe he would . 
not take bitter phyiic to make him well. Some- 
times he cried for things that it was impoflible to 
igive him, and then., as he had never been ufed to 
be ;Contradi3ed, it was many hours before he could 
be pacified. When any company came to dine at 
the houfe, he was always to be helped firft, and to 
bave the mod delicate parts of the meat, otherwife 
he would m^ke fuch a noife as diilurbed the whole 
company* When his father and mother were fit- 
ting at the tea-table with their friends, infiead of 
waiting till they were at leifure to attend to him, 
ht would fcramble upon the table, feize the cake 
-^ and ^ 
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and bread and butter, and frcqirently overfet the 
tea-cup$. By thefe pranks be not only made him* 
felf difagreeable to every body, but often met With 
very dangerous accidents. Frequently has he cut 
himfelf with knives, at other times thrown heavy 
things upon his head, and once be narrowly efcapei 
being fcalded to death by a kettle of boiling water. 
He was alfo fo delicately brcirgbt up, that he was 
perpetually iJf; the ieaft wind or rain gsve him a 
cold, and the Ieaft fun was fare to throw him into 
• a fevef. Inftead of playing about, and jumping, 
and running like other chiidren, he was taught to 
ftt fiill for fear of fpoiling his clothes, and to flay 
in the houfe for fear of injuring his coriiplexion. 
By this kind of education, when Matter Merton 
came over to England, he could neither write, nor 
read, nor cypher; he could ufe none of bis limbs 
with eafe, nor bear any degree of fatigue ; but he' 
was very proud, fretful, and impatient. 

Very near to Mr. Morton's feat lived a plain* 
boneft farmer, whofe name was Sandford. This 
man had, like Mr% Merton, an only fon, not much 
older than Matter Merton, whofe name was Harry. 
Harry, as he had been always accultomed to run 
about in the fields, to follow the Jabourers while 
they were ploughing, and to drive the fheep to 
their pafture, was aftWe, ftrong, hardy, and frefh- 
coloured. He was neither fo fair, nor fo delicately 
(haped as Mafter Merton ; but he had an honeft, 
good-natured countenauce, which made every 
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'body Jqvc him*; was never out of humoar, anil 
took the.greateft pleafare in obliging every body, 
If little Harry faw a poor wretch who wanted vic- 
tuals,, while he was -eating his dinner, he was fure 
to; give him *half, and fpmetinjes the whole : nay, 
foyciry good naturid was he to every thing, that 
h^ w:ould .never go into the fields to take the eggs * 
of poor hirdsyOi: thjsir young ones, nor pfa£life any. 
ot^r kiod of fport which gave pain to poor ani- 
inaU, wjio are, as capable of feeling as we ourfelves, 
though they have no words -to jexprefs their fuffer-. 
<ings. Once, indeed, Harry was caught twiiHng a 
^coqkchafer round, which he had fattened by a 
.crooked pin to a long piece of thread, but thea. 
tthis was through ignorance and want of thought :i 
;for ^S foon ^& his father told him that the poor help- 
; Jefs infcft felt,,as much, or more than he would 
dp, were a knifethruft through his hand, he burft 
into tears, and took; the poor animal home, where 
he fed him during a fortnight .upon frelh leaves ; 
and when he was perfeftly recovered, turned him 
put to enjoy liberty and the Irefli air. Ever 'fi nee . 
that time, Harr)^ was fo careful and confiderate, 
th^t he would ftep out of the way for fear of hurt- 
ing a worm, and employed himfelf in doingkind 
offices to .all ,th? animal? in the neighbourhood. 
He ufed to.ftrolije the horfes as they were at work, 
and fill hi3 pocj^ets.with acorns for the pigs.; if he. 
Wdlked ip, the fields, he w^s fure to gather green 
boughs .^or the Iheep, who were- fo fond of him, 
" ' that 
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ttiat they followed him wherever he went. In the 
n^inter time, tvhen-the ground was 'covered vJ^ith 
frolt and fnow, and the poor little birds could get 
at no food, he would often go fupperlefs to bed, 
that he migfat feed th€ robin red-brcafts. Even 
<toads, and frogs, and fpiderv, and futh kind of dif* 
agreeable animals, which mod people deftrby 
-Avherever they find them, ivere. pcrfefilly fafe with 
Harry : he uled to fay they had a rightuo live a« 
'Well at we, amd that' it wai cruel and tinjuA to kill 
creatures only becaufe we did not like them; - 

Tbefe fentimeiits made Httle Harry ^ gr^at fa^ 
*votiTite mth every body ; pairttcuUrly ^icb Ae 
clergy mafii of the partfft# who becime fafomt of 
llini, tllat he uugbt him to rirad and write; ani 
hsd him ahnoft at%raiys VfitbhitA* Inieedf it iN« 
not forprififig that Mf» Rnrlo^f Atowsed-fo.pafttitt^ 
lar an affeftioo for hi m ; for, befidei learning 
■every thing tihat' be was ' taught ti^ith^tfae^gt^teft 
•readiner«, Uttie Harry wu tthe moil honefi^obUg- 
iflg creature in the world. He wa$* ftev.er difton* 
i^nted, nor did he jcvcr grumWe/whatevej? h-e.'wa^ 
^lefir^d to do. And then .yoti.ttiight belieVc H^nry 
in every thing he isLid* for though he cocrldihavje 
gained a pkuocake by telling an untruth/ and was 
fure that fpeaking the truth would expofe him to 
.a fevere. whipping, he neiKcr hefitatedia declaring 
it. Nor was-'he iikejsttiany other- ehildrenv who 
place their, wbok: happrneCs ra'^ting: fdr,grve 
Jlim but a oiorfel of di-y bread for his dinner, and 
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he would be fatisfied, though you placed fwcet- 
meats and fruit, and every other nicety, in hi« 
^ay. 

With this littk boy did Mafter Merton become 
acquainted in the following manner:— As he and 
the maid were once walking in the fields upon a 
fine fumraer's morning, diverting themfelves with 
gathering different kinds of wild flowers, and run- 
ning after butterflies, a large fnake, on a.fudden, 
Aarted up from among fome long grafs, and coiled 
itfelf round little Tommy's leg. You may ima* 
^inc the fright they were both in at this, accident : 
the maid lan awsH^ flirieking for help, while the 
child, who was in an agony of terror, did not dare 
to ftir from the place wher« he was fianding« 
Harry » who happened to be walking near the 
jrlace^ came running up, and alked what was the 
matter ? Tommy ^ who. was fobbing mofi piteoufly; 
^ould not find words to tell him, but pointed to 
his leg, and made Harry fenfibie of what had hap* 
pened. Harry^ who, though young, was a boy 
^f a moft couHTageoua fpirit, told him not to be 
frightened, and inftantly feizing the fnake by the 
tktck with at m-uch dexterity as refolutibn, tore 
him fromTonnny^s Iqg, and threw him to a great 
diftaoce otL Juft as this happened, Mrs. Merioa 
^ni aU the family, alarmed by the fervant's cries, 
tfaoie running ^eathlefs to the place, as Tommy 
: was fecav:ering hh fpirits^ and thanking his braves 
tiitb deiiv^er* iier &A emotions wejse to catch 
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her darling up in her arms^ and, after giving him a^ 
thoufand ki&«* toaflc him whether he had received 
any hurt? No^ fays Tommy, indeed I have not, 
mamma ; but I believe that naily, ugly beaft 
would have bitten me« if that little boy had not 
' come and pulled him off. And who are you, my 
dear^ fays* (he, to whom we are all fo obliged ? 
Harry Sandford, madam. Weil, my child, you 
are a dear, brave little creature, and you ihall go 
iiome and dine with us« No, thank you, madam ; 
my father will want me« And who is your fa- 
ther, my fweet boy? Farmer Sandford, madam, 
that liveft at tke bottgm of the hall. Well, my 
^ar, yon (hall he my child hence^orth^ will you f 
If you pteafe, madam, if I may have my own fa^ 
ther and mother too. 

Mrs* Merton inftantly difpatched a fervaftt to 
the farmer's, and taking little Harry by the hand, 
(he led him to the manfion-houfe, where (he found 
Mr. Merton, whom (he entertained with a long<^c» 
iCOunt of Tommy's danger, and Harry's bravery. 
Harry was now in a new fcene oi life. He'waijs 
carried ' through coflly apartikients, where every 
^hing that could pleafe the eye, or contribute to 
convenience, was aiTembled. He faw large lotok* 
tng-glaSTes in gilded frames, carved tables and 
chairs, curtains made oF the fineft filk, arid tfhji^ 
very plates and knives and forks were filver. At 
dinner he Was placed clofe Co Mrs. Merton, who 
|)0ok Ciire to fupjply him with ffaie cboiceft bits, and 
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engaged him to eat with the mod endearing kind* 
neft. But, to the aftonifliment of every body, he 
neither appeared p leafed nor furprifed at any 
thing he faw. Mrs. Merton could not conceal 
her difappoimment ; for as (he -had always been 
ufcd to a great degree of finery herfelf, (he had ei- 
ped:ed it fliould make the fame impre(rion tjpon 
every body elfe.. At laft, feeing him eye a fmail 
filyer cupy with great attention, out of which he 
had been drinking, flie a£ked him, whetherr he 
fiiould not like to have fucha fine* thing to drink 
out of? and added, that though it> watf Tdmniy's 
cup, .Ihe was fure be would give it with, great plea*, 
fure id his Utile friend*. Yes, that I will, fays 
Tommy ;;for you know, mamma^ I have a much 

' finer than that, made of gold, befides two large 
one9 made of filver. Thank you with all xny 
b^art, fiiys little Harry; butt I will not irob yoa , 
df it,'for I have a much better one at home. tioW !■ 
iays Mt$. Menon, what does your father 6^ and 
4rink out of (ilver? I don\ know, 4Enadam, what 
,y:ou<:a1I this, but we drink at home out of long 
things made of horn, ju& fuch as the cowjs wea^ 
ypoa th^ir head&. The child is a fimpleten, I 
tbiak^ fay$ Mrs. Merton;— aiid why is that better 
Ihan fiiv«r one«? Becaufe, fays Harry, they never 

' inake -us untea%^ Make you upeafy, my child, 
fays Mrs. Merton ; what do you mean ? Why« 
Qsadam, when the' man threw that great thing down, 
tirfaicfa looks Juit iike this, I f^vir that you were 
•••--. ■ ".• -very 
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i;«ry forry about it, and looked as if you had been 
jaft ready to drop* Now^ tours at home are thcown 
about by all the family, and nobody minds it. 

' 1 protefi, fays Mrs. Merton .to h€r hiriband, I do 
iiot know what to fay to this boy^ he malces fuck 
ftrange obfervations. The fa6l was, that di>ritig 
dinner one of the. fervants had thrown do wtt a 
large piece of/plate, .whichy.as" it was very, valu- 
able, had made Mns* Merton not only look: very 
ttiieafy, but give the maa a very fevere* fcolding 
for his Ga^eleffnefe•^ •, . i ..> . ? 

; After dinner^ Mrs. Mertofn filled a large glafe 

with wifie, and, giving i(I.4o. Harxyv bade rfeim 

.drink it up ; but he shanked bef, and faid he was ^ 

Bot dry. •"But, my dear^iays fliev this is very 

{weet and pieafaat, andv as you ,are a good boy, 

yoti may dciAk ;it -up. Ay ! but, .niadam, Mr. 

.JBarlow fays, we muft »hly eat when we are hun- 

^gryi and dri/ik when we are^ry;; and that we muft 

'only eat and , drii^k* fuch things a& are eafily 'met 

iwith, Qtherwife we (hall grow.:peevifli and vexed 

.♦when we cah't-get the'^m. And thisAvas the way 

ithat the apollles did, ^vho were all very gob'd.tneu. 

Mr. Merton- laughed at this : And pray, fay^ ihe, 

• little man, dov you* know who the apoftlcs m^rc ? 

«Oh ! yes, to be fure I- do. And- .who were they ? 

Why, fir, -thpr.e was a -time^vhen people were 

gww.n ((xy^aey wicked that^they did not -care what 

tJbey jjid, a»d ».tUie great -folks were all .pKX>ud, and 

oninded nothing hut mating and drinkingy;and flee^« 


i 

tng, and arocrnng cbomfelves» and took no care of 
dhe poor, and would ^not give a morfel of bread td 
liinder a byeggar from A^rving^ and the poor were 
4^\\ la^y, and loved to l^e idle ^better than to work ; 
4iod little %oys ^ere difohedient to their parents^ 
4indtheif , parents tool^ -no care to leach them an^ 
thing that was goo^ ^nd all the world was very 
tad, very bad indeed^ — and then there came a 
very ge»od[ ^«an indeed, wbofe name was Chrift^ 
4tnd be w«nt about doing good to every body, and 
curing people of all f<^ts o^f difeafe^ and taught 
them what they •i^ti^ht 4o d«-*and %e ^hofe out 
twelve athar-very good men, and 'CaHed them the 
apoftles ; and thefe «poAles went about the world, 
«doing»a6''he did, and teaching peoj>le ashe taught 
^heni^ And tliey never minded what tJbey ate or 
«draiaFk, %ut lived upon dry bread and water; and 
^hen any body «d!fefed them money, they would 
4aot talie it, bill -told him to be good, and give it tp 
the poor <aud ih^ ficki and Jforthey made the world 
41 gr^at deal b«4ter — ^^and therefore it is not fit to 
.mind wh«t iwe live upon, hut we (hould take what 
iwe «caii ^i and be con^nted; juft as the beafta 
and^bfrds do, who 4odge in the open air, and live 
<up)an :faejrb«, and drink nothing 4ut water, and cyet 
they are 'ftrong, and a3Lve, and healthy » 

CJpo^nmy word, fays Mr. Merton, this Iktle man 
i-s a^reftt.phtlofophe£, and v^ ihould (be eauch ob« / 
iig^A^oMc Scirlow if be would take ^our T^immy \ 

I 

^od^Siis ^ace^ for he :graw£a;g£eftt 4ioy, and it 
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is time that he^ fhould know fomething. WRat 
fay you, Totntny, fhould you like to be a philofo« 
-pher? Indeed, papa, I d<>h't know what a philofo* 
-pher is, but I Ihould like to be a king; betaufe, 
-he's finer and richer than any body elk, and has 
nothing to do, and every body waits upon him, 
and is afraid of him. Well faid, my deat, fayt 
Mrs. Merton, atnd rofe and killed him ; and a king 
you deferve to be with fuch.a fpirit, and here's a 
glafs of 'wiae for you for making fufch a ^cttjr 
anfwer. And ihould hot you like to !be a kin^ 
4oo, little Hamy,?' Indeed, madam, I don't know 
what that 'k4 ^ut I hope I (hall foon be big 
-enough to ^o to plough, and get my own living;! 
.arid then I Ihall want nobody to wak 'Upon ro«. 
'What a difference thei^ is between the children of 
■ farmers and gentlemen 1 whifpered Mrs. Merton 
to her huiband, looking rather contemptiioufly 
upon Harry. I am not fure, faid Mr. Mlertou^ 
4hat for this time the advantage is on the fide of 
,.6ur foil. But' (hould not you like ito be rich,- my 
dear. Cays he to Harry? No, iodee4,.Sir. No, 
tfimpleton, fays Mts. Merton, and wbj' oiot ? Be- 
bCaufe the ojily rich man I ever faw islSquire 
<Jhace, whd lives hard by, and he rides among 
people's corn, and breaks down their hedges, and 
ihobts their poultry, and kills their dogs, and lames 
ftheir cattle, and abufes tbe.^ooc9find they fay he 
»does all this be<:aufe he is rich;; but every body 
thates him, though they dare not tell him fa to his 
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face-^^and I would wot be hated for any thing ia. 
the worlds But iho«iId iiot you like to have a 
fine laced «co9t, and a <:oach to carry you abou^ 
and fqrvam* to w-ak uipon you ? As to that, ma* 
clam, one.coat is as good as another, if it will but 
hetf ®»e warm ;. and I don't want to ride, becaufe 
I cwn M'alk wherever i chtife^ and as for fervant&, 
t IbouM Jiave irothing: for them feo do, if 1 had an 
fcunda'ed lotfthefn^ Mrs.. Merton continued to look 
at-him ]^it^<4 fort of. comemptuo.ws.aftoni'fliment, 
feut^did-qot alk him. any more qiteftiows. — In the 
cyeniaiy little Harry was Tent ii»me to his father^ 
!who afted him what he had feenat the great houfe* 
sini bow be liked being there ?' Why, fays Harry, 
^hfif . 'wrece ^U v^y kind to me, for which I'ra 
iDUCb iol^Hged to 4;hem ; but I had rather have beea 
at liome, for <1 never 'was- i*> troubicd in all my life 
to get a dinner. There was one man to take awajr 
tny ^1«^, and another to give me drink, and ano- 
iber t6 ftand bje3,iiiid my chair,' juft-as if 1 had-beea 
dame or blind, «t»d could «ot have w:ai ted upoa 
tnyfelL Acd, ithen, there was fo much to do with 
jpufctiag th re thing on, and taking another off, 1 
thought it would never have beeia over. And af- 
t€r dijrner 1 was obliged to (it two whole bourc 
-^vkbaut ev^er ilijrring,. while the* lady was talking 
to me, not as Mr.\Barlow does, but wanting n>e to 
•iotte fine clothes,' and to be a king, and to be rich, 
sChat i OMV be hated Hke -Sqwire Chace. 

:£utt at the luaii&osJiofife^ much <oftlie convert 
> _ , fation. 
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fation, in the mesm time, was employed in ex^am'^ 
ihgthe nierks,<yf iittle Marry, Mrs. Merton ac- 
knowkdiged.'hk Wavery and'epennefs of temper; 
Ihe. was alio firil^k with .the general good- nature 
■ind 3>edeVolence of bis charafler; but the cot^ 
«^nded theue wfcrc a ^certain igroffnefs and indeli* 
tacy in fai« ideas<whick<li^ir>guift the cbildren oi 
the Itfwer ai^d middling claffes of people from thofe 
•of iperfofts-of faftiion. Mn Merton, on the con- 

^ trary^ contei^ded tb^t ht had nev^r before feen a 

•child whoTe feQtifnentjS and difpoCtions would do. 

! fo much honour iC^^n to^he moll elev9ted fitua- 

«tions. Nothing, %e ^rmed, -was^ more cafily ac- 
quired <than thofe e^teruM -manners, andthat fuj)er- 
ficial addfefs^ "Hp^n which too many of the higher 
(Claflefi pride j^bemfelves as their g^eateft, or evea 
as their only aocomplt&ment:: nay^ fo eafily are 
(they picked up^ Jaid he^ ^that we frequently* fee 
4hem deCcend with icaft <:lothe« to maids arid va* 
i^ts ; between i^hom and their mafters ahd mii* 
itreffes there is ^freqaenlly little other differetrte 
'Ithan what cefubs £fom «the ^former wearing foiled 
•clothes. and healthier ^ounte^nces*. Indeed, the 
j^at feat of all -fup^iority, •even ofmannersi, muft 
'he placed in.tbe mind:: dignified fentiments, fupfe- 
' i£ipr ^Courage, acconipanied by genuine and u raver* 
f^i.^oomiefy^ ape *}^«ty« j^ecc^ffary ;to .e^yrtftitute the 
^^al gent leih^aQ,; .and where ^ihefe.a^ yWanliing, it 
U the greateft-ahfiM'^ity ^o <hitA. they can he fup« 
|>lied i^: affe^eil : ^ones of voice, particjular gri* 
• * macesu 


t4 THE HlSTOR-y -OT 

snaces,or«?&travagant and unnatural modes of dre& ; 
^hich, far from being the real tell of gentiliiy, 
have in general no higher origin than the caprice 
of barbers, taylors, a£lors, opera-dancers, tHiHi^ 
ners, fidlers, and French fervants of both fexes. I 
'Cannot help, therefore, a&ning, fatd he very fe-^ 
t-ioufly, that this little peafahl has within his mind 
the feeds of true gentHity and dignity of charac* 
4er ; and, though I fiiall alfo wifli that our fon may 
poflefs all the common accomplifliments of hi^ 
rank, nothing would give me more pleafure thaa 
JA certainty that .he would never in any.refpe£b fall 
;|>elow the fon of farmer .Sandford. 

Whether Mrs. Mertoii fullv acceded to thefc 
'Cbfervations of her hufband I cannot decide, bitt 
^without waiting to hear her particular fehtimentH« 
Jie thus went on : — Should i appear more warm 
than ufual upon this ful^e6);, you muft pardon me, 
-my dear, and attribute it to the intereft I feel in 
cthe welfare of *our little Tommy. J am too fen- 
fi hie, that our mutual fondnefs has hitherto treated 
•/him with ;rath'«r ^too much imdiflgence. White 
vwe have been over-folicitous to remove frorti him 
xvery painful and difagreeabie in^reOion,;we have 
m^de himctoo delicate and fi^fuL; 'X>ur deiire ct 
conftantiy^confultiag hts»inc1inatibn&, has made us 
gratify esi^n his caprices and humours^ and« ^hiie 
-we have 'been too 'fludiotis i^to prefer\ie him from 
dfcfi&raint end 'pppofitiea^ we.^ave in tiFeality beea 
«^bexau£e>whjr be bae n&t acguiced tflfven the eom« 

^on 
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acqui&tions of his age and fituation. AH 
^his I have long obferved in fiience-; <but have 
hitherto concealed, both from my fondnefs for oul* 
child, and my fear of t^^ffending you. But at 
length a confideration of his real tntereils has pre* 
mailed over every other ^motive, and has compelled 
tne to. embrace a refolution whioh I hope will not 
be difagreeable^o you, that of fendinghim direiiSIy 
sto Mr. Barlow^ provided >he will take the care of 
ihtm : and I think this accidentff) acquaintance vitb 
tyoung Sandfovd may prove the luckieA thing in 
<the world, as he is To nearly of the age and fize of 
•our Tommy^ I will ttherefore .propofe to the far- 
liner that 1 will for Tome years pay for the board 
.and education of hU little boy^ ihai be tnay be a 
<onftant companion to our ton. 

As Mr. Merton faid this with a -certain degree 
<of firmnefs, and the ^propofal was in itfelf To. rea- 
TonabJe and neceflary, Mrs. Mefton did not make 
.any objeftion to -it, hjat cortfente4, although very 
Qreiu6lantly, >to patt rwith iier Ton* Mr. Barlow 
<Wa$ accordingly invited to dinner the next'Sun* 
^day, aRdJVJk. .Mertontook an oppoBtunity of in* 
stroducing^ihe filfoje£l, and marking the propofcd to 
iliim ; alTuring him, at the fame time, that, though 
iChere^al no«eiarn within the bounds of his for* 
«tune which he would not willingly make, yet the 
«cdu cation and in^pro^ement of .hi« Ton were dB- 
geQs of {b snitch impoftahce tohim^ that he fliould 
atwi^ ^coofider ium&lf .as the obliged party. 
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Tothis Mr. BaVlbw^ afterthahk ing Mr. Merton for 
ttb^ confidence and liberality with which he ti^eated 
^im.anfweFediH thefollowthg mannen— I fhould be 
little worthy of the diftinguiflied regard with Which 
-you' tTeat me, did 1 riot with the gfeateft fincerity 
affure you, that I feel ni<yfelf totally unquallified 
for fuch a taflc. I am, Sir^ a' Miniftfer of the Gof- 
pel, and I would n6t eexchange that 4:hara£):er, and 
tte fevcFe duties it enjoins, for, any other iituatioa 
in Ufe. JSut you -inufl b^^bnfihle that the retired 
manner lof life which. 1 have led for thefe twenty 
years, in confequenceof my profellion, at a dif- 
tance from the gaieties of the capital and the re- 
finements of polite life« is littlie adapted to form 
fuch a tutor a« the mannef^s and opinions of the 
world re^ukre for your fon. , Gentlemen in your 
fituation of Hie ai;eaccu Homed to divide the world 
iati^ two gerjeral iclaffes^ thpfe that are perfons of. 
■| €alhion, and thofe. that, are not. The fi^rft claXs 
contains evrery thing that is 'valuable an life,;; and 
^tl^ejeftye^hek-raanncars, their pc^udioes^ their very 
-vicei, ijiuftbe iaculcatjed upon the minds of. chil- 
dren from the earlieft .^period -of infanoy.;' the ,fe- 
cpnd comprehends the ^reat body of mankind, 
who* under the general name of the vulgar, are 
represented a« being only ohjefli«.oftCQntcnipt An3 . 
difguS:, and Ccarcely wprthy to J»ej)ut upon a.foojt* 
ving. with the ''VeFy:.bea£U ^that xontribute to the 
rpl^afare and convenienc.e of their fuperiors. 
'. Mr* .Merton XQuld not help interr^p^ting Mr* 
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Barlow hcre^ ta aflure him, that, though there was 
^oo much truth in the obfervation, yet he muft not 
thii^k that either he, orMrs«Merton, carried things 
to that extravagant length; and that, although 
Aty wiflied tfacar fon to have the manners of a 
man of f^fliioa,* they thought his morals and reli* 
gfon of infinitely more'C^nfetjuence. 

If you think fo, faid Mr, Barlow, Sir, it is more 
tban a noble Lord did, whofe written opinions are 
<low ci^fidered as^he oracles of polite life, and 
mQX^ tlKifi I believe noft of bis admirers io at this 
itme« Ba( if ych^jallow what I have juft tiien« 
taoned lobe tbe l^ommon <liftin£lfoiis of genteel 
p^ople^yoa liMift ai^oiie gkmce perceive how little 
X miift. h^ 44lailified toedtioN^ ;a young gentiemzn 
ipteiide4 14 I9<y^ in ttiat.%»biSre; h whofe teilipieF» 
reafoii,'and religion, equalty c^mbide to make me 
j^qieft^tbe.prtiieipiei open which thofedifiinAibiis 
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*■ Mr» Bartow oefirprdc^^d' to ftaie fomew^at 
^ lar^ his. Batjfcm^coneerfling the aatiire of ge« 
fiuiii^ rfiigi^K^>B4^ lli^ Ineans* of forming the'hu^ 
snan charaSer t^ Ms moil valu^Ie qttalifbcl^iahs. 
When he had fittigied— 

Sir, faid Mr* Merton/ 1 will, makeoo other axt^ 
fwer^o whfit you h^e now. been fiiying^than toieil 
-you, it a4ds, if poflibk, to siy efteem of your cha* 
r^eiv aii4'^ba^ & vill deliver my fon into your 
haiids; upotiyojur own cimditians. And ds to the 
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Pardon me, replied Mr. Barlow, if 1 intemipt 
you here, and give you another fpecimen of the 
lingularity of my opinions* I am contented to 
take your fon for fome months under my care, and 
to endeavour, by every mean within ray power, to 
improve him. But there is one citcumflance which 
is indifpenfable ; that you permit me to have the 
pleafure of ferving you as a friend. If you ap- 
prove of ray ideas and c»ndu£l, I wilf keep hitii 
as long as you defire« In the mean time, as there 
are, I fear, fome little circuinftan«<ss, which have 
grown up by too much tendfernefs and indulgence, 
1o be alt^ed in his chanUier, i think that I fliall 
poiTefft moft ol the nceefiary inlloence and aiHho^ 
4rity, if I for the prefcnt appear to hitn and your 
whok family rather in the li^ of a friend than 
ihat of a fchoolmaller. 

However difagreeaMe this propofaf was to the 
^eneroffty of Mr-. Merton, he was obliged to con- 
ifent to it^ and little Tommy w»as accordingly ttiyt 
ih^ next day 40 the vicarage, whieh was at the dif* 
dance of about ^wo miles from his father^s houfe. 

The day after Tommy ca«ie to Mr. Barlow's, ka 
foon as breakfaft was over, he took him and Harry 
linto the garden : when he was there, he took a 
Cpade into his own hand, and giving Harry an haie« 
they both began to work with great eagettiefs, 
£.very body that eats, fays Mr. BarloW, ought to 
af&ft in procuring food, and therefore little Harry 
and I begin x>ur daily work;, this is my bed, and 

that 


tha^ Other is las ;. wt work upon it every day, and 
•he that raifes the moil out of it, will deferve to 
fare the heft. Now, Tommy, if you chufe to join 
tis,. I will mark yon out a piece of ground, which 
you fhall have to yourfelf, and all the produce 
ihall.be your own* No, indeed, fays Tommy, 
very fulkily, I am a gentleman, and don't chufe to 
ilaye like a piough^hoy. JuJi as ypu pleale, Mr« 
Gentleman,^ (aid Mr. Barlow; but Harry and I, 
who ar^ not above being ufeful, will mind our 
work. In about two hours Mr. &arIow faid.it wat 
time to leave off^ and taking Harry by the hand, he 
led him into a vecy pleaXismt fummer-houfe, where 
they fat down, and Mr. Baflow, taking out a plate 
.of very. fine ripe cberriea« divided them between 
.liarry and hiaaajelf. ' Tojomy, who had followed* 
and expefled his ihare, when be faw them both 
«ati^ without taking adiy vk&t'koe of hitB, could no 
longer refirain his paffion, but burll into a violent 
£t of fobbing and crying. What is the matter, 
(aid Mr. Baxloxi^ ^^fX coolly to him ? Tommy 
looked upon him very fulkily, but returned ^9 
anfwer. Oh ! (ir, if you doti^t chufe to give me 
an anfwer, you may be £ lent 4 nobody is obliged 
tto {peak beire. Tommy became ftill more difcoo*- 
certed at this, and, being uAable to conceal hi^ 
anger, ran out of the fummer-houfe* and wandered 
very difconfolately about the garden; equally fur- 
|>rifed and vexed to find that he was now in a plac^ 
«rhere nobody felt any concfixn wheiiifir he was 
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pleafed or the contrary. When all the cherried 
were eat, little Ha^ry faid, You piromifcdto be fa 
good as to hear me read when we had done work- 
ing in the garden ; and if it is agreeable to you, I 
will now read the ftory of th6 Flie« and the Ant«. 
With all my heart, faidMr. Barlow : remember to 
read it Oowly and diftin<&]y, without hefitating, or 
pronouncing the words wro;ig ; add be fure to 
i'ead it in fuch a manner as tch fhow that you un* 
derAand it« Harry then took up the book/ and 
read as followf ; 

The FLiEg'AMO the Ants* 

In a corner of a farmer^! garden, there dnce 
fiappeocid to be a:iieft of anis, wbo^ ^ftti|;aU the 
JBfte weathdr of the Idmmeti were eiiiployed all day 
long in drawing little feeds atKi-^^insoT eons into 
their holc^ Near them there bappeaed to be i-bed 
\of flo%vers, upon which a great quantity afffies 
4ifed to be always fpartirtg, arid hunaming* ^nd 
-diverting themfelvcs by flying froni one flower to 
another* A little boy; who.wa^ ih^ farraer's- fon, 
iufed frei|uently to obferve th€ different eraploy- 
stients of thefe aniraafsi and, as he was very young 
and ignorant^, be oRfe day thus expr^edhimfclf: 
': — Can any- creature bie'fo fimple as thefe ants? 
Ail day long they are working sind toiling^ inftead 
of enjojying the fine weather, and diverting them- 
felves like thefe flies^ who are the happicft jcrea- 

tures 
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tores in the worLd.«^Some time after he had made 
this obfervation, the weather grew extremely cold, 
the fun was fcarcely feen to (hine, aad th^ nighta 
were chill and frofty* The famie little boy, walk- 
ing in the garden, vfith his father, did not fee a 
fingle ant, but. all the flies lay fcattered up and 
dawn either dead, or d)»ing. Afi he was very, good-, 
natuted, he could not h^p pitying the unfortunate . 
animals,, and a&ipg, at the fame time, what had 
Itappened to the anis that he ufed to fee in the fame 
place? The father, faid, the flies. are all dead, be-, 
ccaufe they were carelefs animals, who, gave them-; 
felve^ no trouble about lay^ing up proyifion^, a^nd. 
were top idle to work : but the ants, wbp haye 
J>een bufy all the fummer, in providing for their 
maintenance during the winter, are all alive and 
well ; and you will fee them ^gain« as foon as the . 
warm weather returns. 

Very well, Harry, fays Mr. Barlow; we will 
pQW take a wajk. They accordingly rambfed out, 
into the fields, where Mr. Barlow made. Harry 
take nptice of feveral kinds of plapts, and told him 
the names and nature of them. Atla.ft, Harry, 
who had obferved fome very pretty purple berries 
upon a plant that bore a purple flpwer and grew 
in the hedges, brought them to Mr. Barlow, and 
aiked. whether th.ey were, good to eat. It. is very 
lucky, faid Mr. Barlow, young man, that you, 
aiked the queilion before you put them into 

your 
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your mouth ; for had you tafted them, they would' 
have given you violent pains in your bead and 
ftomach, and. perhaps have kilted you, as they 
grow upon a plant called nightfliade, which is a 
rank poifon. Sir, fays Harry, I take care never 
to eat any thing without knowing what it is ; and 
I hope, if yon will be fo good as to continue to 
teach me, I. Aall very foon know the names and' 
qualities of all the herbs which grow. As they 
were returning home» Harry Taw a very large bird, 
called a kite, upon the ground, who Teemed to have 
fomething in his claws, which he was tearing to 
pieces. Harry, who knew him to be one of thofe 
ravenous creatures which prey upon others, ran up 
to him, ihouting as loud as he could, and the bird 
being frightened flew away, and left a chicken be- 
hind him, very much hurt indeed, but ftill alive* 
Look, fir, faid Harry, if that cruel creature has 
not almoft killed this poor chicken ! fee how he 
bleeds, and hangs his wings ! — I will put him into 
my bofom, to recover him, and cariy him home ; 
;ind he (hall have part of my dinner every day, till 
he is well, and able to fhift for bimfelf. 

As foo;« as they came home, the firft care of 
little Harry was to put his wounded chicken into 
a balket with fome frelh ftraw, fome water, and 
fome bread : after that, Mr. Barlow dud he went 
to dinner. In the mean time, Tommy, who had 
been fkulking about all day, very much mortified 
and uneafy, came in, and, being very hungry, was 

going 
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going to ik down to th« table with the reft'; but 
Mr. Barlow fiopped him, tod faid, No» fir» a» 
you are too macb a gentleman to work^ we, who , 
are not fo» do not chiife to work for the idle. Up« 
on thisi Tommy retired into a corner, crying as if 
bis heart would break, but more from grief than 
paffion, as he began to perceive that nobody minded 
hi«iU temper. But little Harry> who coold not be^r 
to fee his friend fo unhappy, looked iip half crying 
wlo Mr. Barlow's face, and faid, Pr^y» &r» may I 
do as I pleafe with my (hare of the dinner ? Yes, 
%o be fure, child. Why then, faid he, getting op, 
I will give k all to poor Tommy» that wants it 
more than I do« Saying.this, he gave it to him as 
he fat in the corner; aiid Tommy took it, and 
thanked him, without ever turning his eyes from 
off the ground. I fee, fays Mr. Barlow, that« 
. though gentlemen are above being of any ufe them- 
felves, they are not above taking the bread that 
other people have been working hard for. At this 
Tommy cried ilill more bitterly than before. 

The next day Mr. Barlow and Harry went to 
work as before; but they had fcarcely begun be« 
fore Tommy came to them, and defired that he 
might have a^ hoe too, which Mr. Barlow gave 
him : but as he had never before learned to handle 
one, he was very awkward in the ufe of it, and hit 
himfelf feveral ftrokes upon the legs. Mr. Barlow 
then laid down his own fpade, and (bowed him 
bow to hold and ufe it, by which means, in a very 

fhort 
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fliort time, he became vety expert, and worked 
with the greateft pleafure. When their work was 
over, they retired all three tp the fummer-houfe ; 
and Tommy felt the greateft joy imaginable whe» 
thd fruit was produced, and he was invited to take 
his fliare, which feemed to him the moft delicious, 
he had ever tailed, becaufe- working in the air had 
' given him an appetite. As foon as they had done 
eating, Mr. Barlow took up a book, and afked 
Tommy whether he would read them a ftofy out of 
it ; But he, looking a little afliamed, faid, he had 
never learned to read, 1 4m very forry for it, faid 
Mr. Barlow, becaufe you lofe a very great plea- 
fure ; then Harry fliall read to youv 

From this time forward, Mr. Barlow and his two 
little pupils ufed conftantly to work in their garden 
every morning, and when they were tired; they 
retired to the fummer-houfe, where little Harry, 
who improved every day in reading, ufed to en- 
tertain them with fome pleafant ftory or other; 
which Tommy always liilened to with the greateft 
. pleafure. But little Harry, going home for a 
' \ week. Tommy and Mr. Barlow were left alone. 
The TiQxi day, after they had done work^ and were 
retired to the fummer-houfe as ufua), Tommy ex- 
pelled Mr. Barlow jgpuld read to him, but to his 
great difappointraer^ound that he was bufy, and 
could not. . The next day the fame accident was 
renewed, and the day after that. At this Tommy 
iolt all patience, and faid to himfelf. Now if I 

could 
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could but read like Harry Sandford* I fhould no| 

need to a(k any body to do it for me, and then I 

could divert my fell": and why, thinks he, may not 

I do what another lias done ? To be fure» littlf 

Harry is very clever, but he could not have read 

if be had not been taught ; and if I am taught, I 

dare fay, I Qiall learn to read as well as he. Well* 

as foon as ever he comes home, I am determined 

to aflc Bim about it.^-The next day, little Harry 

returned, and as foo^ as Tommy had an opportu- 

nity of being alone with him. Pray, Harry, fays 

Tommy, hqw came you to be able to read ? Why, 

Mr* Barlow taught.me my letters, and then fpelU 

ing, and then, by putting fyllables together, I 

learned to read. T9mmy. And could not you 

fliew me my letters ? Harry. Yes, very willingly* 

Harry then took up a book, and Tonimy was fo 

eager and attentive^ riiat at the very firft leflbi^ h« 

learned the whole alphabet. He w$& infiniiely 

pleafed with this firft experiment, and could fcarcely 

forbear running to Mr. Barlow, to let him know thjp 

improvement he had made; but ho thought he 

flibuld furprife.him more, if be faid nothing aboui 

the matter till he was able to read a whole ilory. 

He tTicrefore applied him felf with fuch dilii;ence, 

and little Harry, who fpared no jfains lo affifl his 

friend, was fo good a mailer, that in about two. 

months he determined to furprife Mr. Barl.O'iy with 

a difplay of his talents. Accordingly, one day, 

when tbey were ail affembled in ih^ fummer- 

c houfe. 
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houfe, and the book was given to Harry, Tommy 
flood up and faid, that, if Mr. Barlow pleafedjj'ie 
would try to read. Oh! very willingly, faid Mr. 
Barlow ; but I fliould as foon expeft you to fly as 
to read. Tomuiy fmiled with a confcioufnefs of 
his own proficiency, and taking up the book, read^ 
mth great fluency, 

The History of the Two Dogs. 

' In a part of the world, where there are many 
ftrong and fierce wild beaflls, a poor man happened 
to bring up two puppies of that kind which is mofl 
valued for fize and courage. As they aprpcared to 
poffefs more than common ftrength and agility, he 
thought he fliould make an acceptable pr^fent to 
.his landlord, who was a rich man living in a great 
city, by gi-viiig him one oi them, who was called 
Jowler ; while he brought up the other, named 
Keeper, to guafd his own flocks. From this time, 
the manner of living was entirely altered between 
' the brother whelps. Jowler was fent into a plen^ 
tiful kitchen, where he quickly became the fa- 
vourite of all the fervants, who diverted themfelves 
with his little tricks and wanton gambols, and re- 
warded him with great quantities of pot-liquor and 
.broken vifluals ; by Which means, as he was fluff- 
ing from morning till night, he increafed conflder- 
ibly in fize, and grew/fleek and comely. He 
was, indeed, rather^ unwieldy, and fo coAvardly, 

that 
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that he would run away from a dog who was only 

- half as'big as himfelf. He was much addifted to 
gluttony, and was often beaten for the thefts he 

, committed in the pantry ; but as he had learned to 
fawn on the footmen, and would ftand upon his 
hind legs to beg, when he was ordered, and, be- 
(ides this, would fetch an4 carry, he was mightily 
carefled by all the neighbourhood. 

Keeper, in the mean time, who lived at a cottage 

' . in the country, neither fared fo well, looked fo 
plump, nor had learned all thefe pretty little tricks, 
to recommend him. But as his mafter was to6 
poor to maintain any thing but what was ufefil), 
and was obliged to be continually in the air, fub** 
jeft to all kinds of weather, and worked hard for a 
livelihood. Keeper grew hardy, a£kive« and dili- 
gent : he was alfo expofed to continual danger 
from the wolves, from whom he had received tnany 
a fevere bite, while he was guarding the flocks* 
' Thefe continual combats gave him that degree of 
- intrepidity that no enemy could make him turn his 
back. His care and afTiduity fo weH defended the 
(heep of his maft^, that not one had ever been 
milling fince they were placed under hi? prolec* 
tion. His honefty too was fo great; that no tempt- 
ation could overpower it : and, though he was hit 
dlone in the kitchen while the meat was rojirmg, 
lie never attempted to tafte it, but receive d with 

' thankfulnefs whatever his mi^firr chcrfe to gue. 
bira. From a continuai iiU, in the air, he was be- 

c 2 Ctni€ 
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come fo hardy that no temped could drive him to 
(helter» when he ought to be employed in watching 
the flocks ; and he would plunge into the mofl; ra- 
pid river, in the cbldeft- weather of the winter, at 
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^bout this time, it happened that the landlord 
of the poor maii weat to examine his eftate in the 
country, and brought Jowler with him to the place 
of his b,irth. At his arrival there, he could not I 
help viewing with great contempt the rough, rag- ^ 
ged appearance of Keeper, and his awkward look, j 
which difcovered nothing, of the addrefs for which 
he fo much admired Jowler. This opinion, bow- 
ever^ was altered by means of an accident which 
happened to him* As he was one day walking in 
a thick wood* with op other company than the 
tfmii dogs* an hungry wolf, with eyes that fparkled 
like fire^ bridling hair, and an horrid j*aarl that 
made the gentleman tremble, rulhed out of a neigh. 
houring thicket, and feemed ready to devour him. 
The unfortunate man gave hirafelf over for loft, 
wore cjfpecially when he^ faw that his faithful 
^QwiciCf inftead of coming to his affiftance, ran 
foeAkiipg aw^y, with his tail between his legs, howl. 
ing with fear. But in this moment of defpair, the 
undaunted Keeper, who had followed him humble 
and unobferved, at a diftance, flew to his affiftance, 
and attacked the wolf with fo much courage an4 
(kill, that he was compelled. to exert all his ftrength 
in his own defence. The battle was long and 
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l)loo(!y, but in the end Keeper laid the wolf dead 
at his feet, though not without receiving feveral 
fevere wounds himfclf, and prefenting a bloody 
and mangled fpeflacle to the eyes of his mafier, 
who came up at that* inilant. The gentleman was 
filled with joy for his efcape, and gratitude to his 
valiant deliverer ; and learned by his own expcri^ 
cnce that appearances are nqt always to be trulled, 
and that great virtues and good difpofitions may 
ibmetimes be found in cottages, while they are 
totally wanting among the great. 

Very well indeed, fays Mr. Barlow. I find 
that when young gentlemen chufe to take pains, 
ihey can do things almoft as well as other people* 
But what do you fay to the fl:ory you have been 
readings Tommy ? Would you rather have owned 
the genteel dog that left his mafier to foe devoured, 
or the poor, rough, ragged, meagre, negleSed cur, 
that expofed his own life in his defence ? Indeed, 
fir, fays Tommy, I would rather have had Keeper; . 
but then I would have fed him, and wafhed him, 
and combed him, till he had looked as well as 
Jowler. But then perhaps he would have grown 
idle, and fat, and cowardly, like him, fays Mr. 
Barlow : but here is fome more of it ; let us read 
the end of the ftoty. Tommy then went on thus : 

The gentleman was fo pleafed with the noble bc- 
baviotir of Keeper, that he defired the poor man t6 
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make kirn a prefent of the dog, which, though 
with fome reluftancc, he complied with. Keeper 
wa^ therefore taken to the city, where he was ca- 
rcffed and fed by every body, and the difgraced 
Jowler was left at the cottage, with ftrift injunc- 
tions to the man to hang him up, as a worthlefs, 
unprofitable cur. 

As foon as the gentleman had departed, the poor 
jnan was going to execute hi« commifTion ; but 
confidering the noble fize atid comely look of the j 

dog, and, above all, being moved with pity for the f 

poor animal, who wagged his tail, and licked his 
new mailer's feet, juft as he was putting the cord ^ 

about his neck, he determined to fpare his life, 
and fee whether a different treatment might not 
produce different manners. From this day, Jow- 
ler was in every refpefl treated as his brother 
Keeper had been before^ He was fed but fcantily« 
and from this fpare diet foon grew more afiive and ^ 
fond of exercife. The firfl fliower h6 was in, he' 
/an away as he had been accuilomed to do, and 
fneaked to the fir^-fide ; b«t the farmer's wife foon 
drove him out of doors, and compelled him to bear 
the rigour of the weather. In confequence of this, 
he daily became more vigorous and hardy, and, in 
a few months, regarded cold and rain no more than f 
if he had been brought up in the country. Changed 
as he already was in many refpe£ls for the better, 
be flill retained ^h infurmountable dread of wild 
jbeaiU, till one day, as he was wandering through a 

wood^ 


I t 

I 




SANBFORD ANB MERTON. ^ 

wood alone, he was attacked by a large and fierce 
wolf, who, jumping out of a thicket, feized him by 
the neck with fury. Jowler would fain have run, 
but his enemy was toofwift and violent to fuffer him 
to efcape. Neceflity makes even cowards brave.< 
Jowler, being thus flopped in his retreat, turned 
upon his enemy, and, very luckily feizing him by 
the throat, ftrangled him in an inltaiit. His*mai- 
ter then coming up, and being witnefs of his ex- 
ploit, praifed him, and ilroked him with a degree 
.of fondnefs he had never done before. Animated 
by this viQory, and by the approbation of bis maf- 
ter, Jowler, from that time, becajo^e as brave as be 
had before been pufillanimous ; and there was very 
foon no dog in the country who. was fo great a ter* 
.ror to beafls of prey. — In the mpan. time, Keepei;, 
inllead of hunting wild beails, or Iqoking;^ aftel* 
fheep, did nothitig but eat and fleep, which be was 
permitted to do from a remembrance of. his paft 
fervices. As all qualities both of mind and body 
are loA, if not continually exercifed, Jie foon ceaf^r 
ed to be that hardy, courageous, enterprifing ani- 
mal he was before, and aclquired all the faults 
whix:h are the confequences of idlenefs and glut- 
tony* About this time, the gentleman went agai^ 
into the country, and carrying bis dog. with binr,- 
was willing that he Ihould exercife bis prowefs 
once more againft his ancient enemies the wolves. 
Accordingly, the country people having quickly 
found 'One, in a oeighbouriog wood,r the gentle- 
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man went thither with Keepei", expefling to fet 
him behave as he had done the year before. But 
X how great was his furprife, when, at the firft onfee, 
he faw his beloved dog runf away with every mark 
of timidity? At this moment another dog fpfang 
forward, and feizing the wolf with the greateft in- 
trepidity, after a bloody conteft, left him dead up- 
on the ground. The gentleman could not help 
lamenting the cowardice of his favourite, and ad*, 
miring the noble fpirit of the other dog, whom, to 
his infinite furprife, he found to lie the fame Jow. 
ler he had difcarded the year before. I now fee, 
faid he to the farmer, that it is in vain to expeft 
Courage in thofe who live a life of indolence and 
repofe ; and that conftant exercife and proper dif- 
cipline*are frequently able to change contemptible 
charaElers into good ones* 

Indeed, fays Mr. Barlow, when the ftory was 
ended, I am fincerely glad to find that Tommy has 
made this acquifition. He will now depend upon 
nobody, but be able to divert himfelf whenever he 
pleafes. All that has ever been written in our own 
language will be from this time in his power ; whe- 
ther he chdfes to read little entertaining ftories 
like what we have heard to-day, or to read the ac« 
tions of great and good men in hiftory, or to make 
•himfelf acquainted with the nature of wild bealh 
tnd birdi, which are fcutid in other countries, and 
hd^vt been dcficribtd in books : in fhort, J know of 

fcarcely 


fcarc€^y ainy thing which from this moinent will 
Itot be in his power ; and I do not defpair of one 
day feeing bim a very fenfible man, capable o^ 
teaching and inftrufting Others. 
- Yes, fays Tommy, fomcthing elated by this 
praife, I am determined now to make myfelf as 
clever as any body ; and I don't doubt, though I 
am fuch a little fellow, that I know more already 
than many grown up people : and I am fure, though 
there are no iefs than fix blacks in our houfe, thai 
there is flot one of them who can read a ftory lik* 
ttie« Mr. Barlow looked a little. grave at this fad- 
den difplay of vanity, and faid rather coolly, Pray, 
who has attempted to teach them any thing ? No- 
body, I believe, faid Tomttiy. Where is the great 
Wonder then, if they are ignorant? replied Mr. 
Barlow. You would probably have never known 
any thing, bad you not been affifled ; and even now 
you know very little. 

In this manner did Mr. Barlow begin the educa^ 
tion of Tommy Merton, who had naturally very 
good difpofitions, although he had beeft fuflered to 
acquire many bad habits, that fometimes prevented 
them^ from appearing. He was, particularly, very 
paflionate, and thought he had a right to command 
^very body thar was not dreffed as fine as himfelf. 
This opinion often led him into inconveniencies, 
and oncie was' the occafion of his being very fe- 
verely mollified* This accident happened in the 
rwing fuamitfr J— *One day, H Tommy was 
' C 5 ilriking 
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ilriking a ball with his bat, he ilruck it over aa 
hedge, into an adjoining field, and feeing a little 
ragged boy walking alqng on that fide, he ordered 
hirti, in a very peremptory tone, to bring it to him. 
The little boy, without taking any notice of what 
was faid, walked on, and left the ball ; upon which 
Tommy called out more loudly than before, and 
aiked if he did not l^ear what was faid ? Yes, faid 
the boy, for the matter of that, 1 am not. deaf. Oh ! 
you are not, replied Tommy ; then bring me my 
ba^l direftly. I don't chufe it, faid the boy. Sirrah, 
faid Tonimy, if I come toyou, I (hall make you chufe 
it. Perhaps not, faid the boy, my pretty little matter. 
You little i^fcal, faid Tommy, who now began to 
be very angry, if I come over the hedge, I will 
thra{h you within an inch of your life. To this 
the other made no anfwer but by a loud, laugh, 
which provoked Tommy fo much, that he clam- 
bered over the hedge, and jumped precipitately 
idown, intending to have leaped jnto the field ; but 
unfortunately his foot flipped, and down he rolled 
into a wet ditch, which was full of mud and wa- 
ter. There poor Tommy tumbled about for fome 
time, endeavouring to get out^ but it was to no 
piirpofe ; for his feet ftuck in the mud, or flipped 
pff from the bank ; his fine waiftcoat was dirtied 
all over, his white (lockings covered with mire, his 
breeches filled with puddle water. To add to his 
idiftrefs, he firft loft o^e {hot^ and then the other ; 
bis laced hat tumbled off from his head, and fpi 
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coinpletely fpoiled. In this diftrefs he muft pro- 
bably have remained' a confiderable time, had not 
the little ragged boy taken pity on him, and helped 
bim out. Tommy was fo vexed and alhamed, that 
he could not fay. a word, but ran home in fuch a 
dirty plight, that Mr. Barlow,^ who happened to 
meet him, was afraid he had been confiderably 
hurt ; but when he heard the accident which had 
happened he could not help fmiling, and he advifed 
Tommy to be more careful for the future, how he 
attempted to thrafli little ragged boys. 

Sir, anfwered Tommy, a little confi^fed, I ihould 
not have attempted to beat him, only hewould not 
bring me my ball. Mr. B. - And what right had 
you to oblige him to bring your ball ? T. Sir, he 
wisis a little ragged boy, and I am a gentleman. 
Mr. B. . So then« every gentleman has a right to 
^ command little ragged boys. T. To be fure, fir. 
Mr. B. Tben, if your clothes Ihould wear out, and 
become ragged, every gentleman will have a right 
to command you. Tommy looked a little foolifli, 
and faid, But he might have done it, as he was on 
that fide of the hedge. Mr. B. And fo he proba* 
bly would have done, if you had aiked him civilly 
to do it ; but when perfons fpeak in an haughty^ ' 
tone, they will find iew inclined to ferve them. — • 
But as the boy was poor and ragged, I fuppofe 
ycu hired him with money to fetch your ball. T. 
Indeed, .fir, I did not; I neither gave him any 
thing, nor offered him any thing. Mr. B. Proba- | 
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bijryou had nothing to give him. T« Yes 1 had 
though — I had all this money (pulling out fcvcrad 
(hillings). Mr. B« Perhaps the boy was zs rich as 
you.. T. No, he was not, fir, I am fure ; for he 
had no coat, and his waiilcoUt and breeches were 
all tattered and ragged : befides, he had no jlock- 
ing&, and his ihoes were full of holes. Mr. B« 
So now i fee what coniiitutes a gentleman — -* 
A gentleman is one, that, when he has abundance 
of every thing, keeps it all to bimielf ; beats poot 
people if they dofi't ferve him for nothing; and, 
when they have done him the greateft favour, in 
fyite of fais infolence, never feels any gratitude, or 
does them any good in return. 

Tommy was fo affeSed with this rebuke that he 
could hardly contain his tears, and, as he was really 
a boy of a generous temper, be determined to 
give the little ragged boy fomething the very firft 
time he fliould fee him again. He did not long 
wait for an opporttfnity : for, as he was walking 
out that very afternoon^ he faw him at fome dif- 
tlince gathering blackberries, and going «p to him, 
be accofted him thus : Lktle boy, 1 warn to know 
why you are fo tagged ; have you no other clothes ? 
No indeed, faid the boy ; I havefeven brothers and 
lifters, and they are all as ragged as myfelf : but I 
ftould not much mind that, if i could get my bel- 
ly full f>f viduals. T. And why cannot you have 
your belly full x>f visuals?* Little boy. Becaufe 
daddy's i4t of a fever, and can't work ibis barveil ; 


§> that ftiamnny fays we muft all (tartrei if Cdd AU 
miglity 4bes utot take care ^ us* Tdtfiiny madi^ no 
aofwer, but ran full fpeed to the houfe, whence he 
prefently returned, loaded with a loaf of bread, 
and a complete fuit of his own clothes. Here, 
Iktle boy, 4kid tie, you were ^ety good-matured to 
tne, and fo I will giveyoo all this, becaufe I am a 
gentleman, wad caft ha^e many more* Nothing 
could equal the joy which appeared in the boy's 
coumenaneeat'receivhig tfaj^ prefeat, excepting 
what Tdmmy himfelf felt the firfttime at the idea 
of doing a generous and grateful afiion. He ilrut«. 
ted away wiiliout waiting for the little boy's ac-« 
knowledgments, afid happening td meet Mr. fiar^ 
low, as he was returning hotxie) totd fattn» with an air 
of exultation, what he had ilone. Mr. Barlow 
coldly anfwered. You hav« done very well in giv- 
ing the little boy clothes, becaufe they are your 
own : but what right have yoB to ^re away my 
loaf of bread ^without aiking my conficnt ? T. 
Why, fir, I did it becaufe the little boy faid be was 
very hungry, dnd had feven brothers and fifters, 
and that his father was ill, and could not work. 
Mr. B. This is a very good reafon why you fiiould 
give them wh^t belongs to yourfetf ; but not why 
you ftould give aWay whift iB another's. What 
woald* you fay, if Harry were to give away all 
youT clothes without aiking^-'your leave. Ti I 
iKMild not like it at all ; and i will not give away 
youriblfigs any more without lAingyour leave. 

Ypo 
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You will do well, faid Mr. Barlow ; and here is a 
little ftdry you may read upon this very fubje3. 

The StorV or Cyrus. 

Cyrus was a little boy of very good difpofi^ 
lions, and a very humane temper. He had feveral 
mailers that endeavoured to teach him every thing 
that was good, and he was educated with feveral 
little boys about his ^own age. One evening,- his 
father alked him what he had done, or learned that 
day. Sir, faid Cyrus, I was puniflied to-day for 
deciding unjuftly. How fo ? faid bis father* 
Cyrus. There were two boys, one of whom was 
t great, and the other a little boy. Now it hap- 
pened that the little boy had a coat that was much 
too big for him ; biit the great bpy had one that 
fcarcely reached below his middle, and was too 
tight for him in every part ; upon which the great 
. boy propofed to the little boy to change coats with 
him, becaufe then, faid he, we (hall be both ex- 
a3Iy fitted ; for your coat is as much too big for 
"you, as mine is too little for me. The little boy 
would not confent to the propofal ; upon which 
the great boy took his coat away by force, and 
gave his own to the little boy in exchange. While 
they were difputing upon this fubje£l, I chanced 
to pafis by, and they agreed to make me judge of 
the affair. But I decided that the little boy fliould 
keep ^he little coat, and the great boy the great 
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one, For whicli judgment my. matter putiiCbed me* 
Why fo? faid Cyrus's father; was not the little 
coat moft proper for the little boy, and the large' 
coat for the great boy ? Yes, fir, ainfwered Cyrus; 
but my mailer told me I was not madp judge to 
examine which coat beft fitted either of the boys* 
but to decide whether it was juiH that the great boy 
fiiould take away the coat of the little pne againft 
his confent; and therefore I decided unjuflly, and 
deferved to be puniflied. 

Juft as the ftory was finifhed they were fur- 
prifed to fee a little ragged boy come running up 
to them, with a bundle of clothes under his arm : 
his eyes were black as if he had been feverely 
beaten, his nofe was fwelled, hit fliirt was bloody, 
and his waificoat did but juft hang upon his back, 
fo much was it torn. He came running up to 
Tommy, and threw down the bundle before 4iim, 
faying, Here, mafter, take your clothes again, and 
Iwifh that they had been at the bottom of the 
ditch I pulled you out of, inftead of upon my 
back ;•— but I never will put fuch frippery on again 
as long as I have breath in my body* What h 
the matter, faid Mr. Barlow, . who perceived that 
fome unfortunate accident bad happened in confe- 
quence of Tommy's prefent? Sir, anfwered the 
little boy, my little mafter here was going to beat 
xne, becaufe I would not fetch his ball. Now^m 
Ui the matter of thatt I would have bright his 

ball 


ball with M my htdstt, if lit haii tmt diked mt 
tiviily. But though I am poor^ I am not bound 
to he his flavC) as they fay black WHIiam h, and 
fd I ivould not : upon which little maftcr here wai 
jumping over ihe hedge to lick me, but itiftead qi 
that, he foufcA into the ditch, and there he \zf • 

irblling about till I helped him ;OUt. And fo he 
gave me tfaefe clothes here, all out of good will, 
and I pfH: them on-, like a fool as I was ; for they 
are all made of filk, and look fo fine that all the 
little boys followed me, and hallooed as I went, 
and Jack Dowfet threw a handful of dirt at me, 
and dirtied me all over. Oh! fays I, Jacky, art 
you at that work ?^^— and with that I fait him a 
punch in the belly, and fent him roaring away. 
But Billy GibfoA and Ned Kelly came up, and 
faid I looked like a Frenchman ; and fo we began 
fighting, and I beat them till they both gave out ; 
but I don't chufe to be hallooed after, wherever I 
jgo, and to look like a Frenchman, and fo I have 
brought mailer his cl^^s again. 

Mr. Barlow aflced the little boy where his father 
lived ; and he tol4 him that his father lived about . 
two miles off, acrofs the common, and at the end 
4Df Runny Lane; upon which Mr. Barlow told 
Harry that he would fend the poor man fome 
broth and vi£luals, if he would carry k when h 
was ready. That I will, fays Mai'ry, if it were 
five times as far : fo Mr. Barlow went into iVe 
'houfe ^4>>^ve Orders atmui k« Ih tlie mean time. 

Tommy, 
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Tommy, who had eyed the little boy for fome 
tiine in filence, faid, So» my poor boy, you have 
been beaten and hurt till you are all over bloody, 
only becaufe I gave you my clothes ; I am really 
very forry for it. Thank you, little mafter, faid 
the boy, but it can't be helped ; you did not^n- 
tend me any hurt I know, and I am not fuch a 
chiclen as to mind a beating: fo I wtOi you a 
good afternoon with all my heart.-— As foon as the 
little boy was gone. Tommy faid, I wiOi I had but 
fome clothes that the poor boy could wear, for he 
"^fcems very good-natured ; I would give them to 
liim. That you may very eafily have, faid Harry; 
for there i« a*(hop in the village hard by, where 
Aey fdl all manner of clothes (or the poor peo- 
))le; and, is you have money, you may eafily buy 
Tome* — ., 

Harry and Tommy then agreed to go early the 
ttext morning to buy fome clothes for the poor 
children. They accordingly fet but before break- 
faft, ind had proceeded near half way, when they 
lieard the noife of a pack of hounds that feemed to 
be running full cry at fome diftance. Tommy 
then aflced Harry if he knew what they were 
about. Yes, fays Harry,^ 1 know well enough 
what they are about; jt is *Squire Chafe and his 
flogs worrying a poor hare. But I wonder they 
are not afhamed to meddle with fuch a poor inof« 
ienfive creature that cannot defend itfelf.- 

As they were talking in this manner, Harry, 
' - calling 
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cafting his eyes on ont fide, faid, As I am aliv^e; 
there is the poor bare fkulking along. I hope 
they will not be able to iind her, and if they afk 
pie, I will never tell them which way (he is gone. 
Prefently up came the dogs, who had now loft all 
fcent of their game, and a gentleman mounted 
upon a fine horfe, who afked Harry if he had feen 
the hare. Harry made no anfwer; but upon the 
genUeman's repeating the queftion in a louder tone 
of voice, he anfwered that he had. And which 
way IS fhe gone, faid the gentleman ? Sir, I don't 
chufe to tell you, anfwered Harry, after fome he- 
fitation. Not chufe! faid the gentleman, leaping 
off his horfe, but Til make you chufe in an inftant ; 
and coming up to Harry, wh« never moved from 
the place where he had been {landing, began to 
la(h him in a moil unmerciful.' manner with his 
V^hip, continually repeating. Now ! you little 
rafcal, do you chufe to tell me now ? To which 
Harry made no other anfwer than this, — If I would 
pot tell you before, I won't now, though you 
fhould kill me. But this fortitude of Harry, and 
the tears of Tommy, who cried in the bittereft 
manner to fee the diftrefs of his friend, made no 
impreflion upon this barbarian, who continued his 
brutality, till another gentleman rode up full fpeed, 
and faid. For God's fake; fquire, what are you 
about ? You will kill the child if you do not take 
care. And the little dog defervcs it, faid thf 
other ; he has feen the hare» and will not tell me 
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which way (he is gone. Take care, replied the 
gentleman, in a low voice, you don't involve 
youcfelf in a difagreeable affair ; I know the other 
to be the fon of a gentleman of great fortune in 
the neighbourhood : and then turning to Harry, 
he faid, Why, my dear, would not you tell the 
gentleman which way the hare had gone, if you 
faw her ? Becaufe, anfwered Harry, as foon as he ^ 
had recovered breath enough to fpeak, I don't y 
chufe to betray the unfortunate. This boy, faid ^ 
the gentleman, is a prodigy ; and it is an happy 
thing for you, fquire, ^at his age is not equal to 
his fpirit. But you are always paflionate .... At 
this moment the hounds recovered the fcent, and 
burfling out into a full cry, the fquire mounted his 
horfe and gallopped away, attended by all his com- 
panions* 

When they were gone. Tommy came up to 
Harry in the mod affe£lionate manner, and aiked 
him how he did? A little fore, fays Harry, but 
that does not fignify. Oh ! fays Tommy, I wifh 
I had ftad a piftol or a fword 1 H. Why, whal 
would you have done with it ? T. I would have 
killed that good-for-nothing man who treated you 
fo cruelly. H. That would have been wrong. 
Tommy ; for I am fure he did not want to kill 
jne. In(ked, if I had been a man, he ihould not , 
have ufed me fo ; but it is all over now, and w« 
ought to forgive our enemies, as Mr. Barlow telU 
VLB Cbrift did ; and then, perhaps, they may cora^ 

to love us, and be forry for what they had done. 

T. But 
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T. But liow could you bear to be fo fevcreTjr 
whipped, Vithout crying out? H. Why, crying 
out would have done me no good at all, would itP 
And this is nothing to what many little boys have 
fuflfercd without ever flinching or bemoaning them- 
felves. T. WeU, I (hould have thought it a great 
deal. 

As they were converfing in this manner they 
approached the village, where Tommy laid out all 
his money, amounting to fifteen (hillings and fix- 
pence, in buying fome clothes for the little ragged 
boy and his brothers^ which wer6 made up in a 
bundle^ and given to him; but he defired Harry 
to carry them for him. That I will, faid Harry ; 
but why don't you chufe to carry them yourfelf ? 
T. Why, it is not fit for a gentleman to carry 
things himfelf* H. Why, what hurt docs it d(> 
him, if he is hut ftrong Enough ? T. 1 do not know 
•—but I believe it is that he may not look like the 
teommon people. H. Then he (hould not have 
hands, or feet, or eyes, or ears, or mouth, becaufe 
ihc common people have^ the fame*. T. No, no, 
he muft have all thefe, becaufe they are ufeful. 
H. And is it not ufefui to be able to do things for 
curfelves? T, Yes, but. gentlemen have others to 
do what they want for them. H. Then I (hould 
think it muft be a bad thing to be a gentleman* 
T. Why fo ? H. Becaufe, if alt were gentlemen, 
tiohody would do any thing, and then we (hould 
^ ail ^i;ved. T. Starved! H. Yes, why you 
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could not live, could you» without broad? T. Npt 
I know that very well. H, And bread is made of 
a plant that grows in the earth,, and is called 
wheat. T. Why then I would gather it and cat it. 
H. Then you mull do foinething for yourfelf: 
but that would not do, for wheat is a fmall hard 
gra^n, \lk^ the oats which you have fometimes 
given to Mr« Barlow's borie ; and you would not 
like to eat them. T, No, certainly ; but bow 
comes bread then ? H. Why, they fend the corn 
to the mill. T. What is a mill ? H. What, did 
you never fee a mill? T. No, never; but I 
0iould like to fee o^, thai I may know how they 
make bread* H. There is one at a little diftance« 
and if you alk,Mr* Barlow, he will go with you, 
for he knows the miller very welK T. That I 
will, for I (hould iik« to fee them make bread. 

As they were converting in 4bis manner they 
heard a greai outcry„ and turning their heads, faw 
a borfe that was galloppitzg violently along, and 
dragging his rider along with kim, who bad fallen 
oflF, and in falling hitched his foot in the ftirrup* 
JLuckily for the perfon, it happened to le wet 
ground, and the fide of an hill, which prevented 
the horfe from going very fall, and the rider from 
being much hurt. But Harry, who was always 
prepared ^o do an slGl of humanity, even with the 
danger of his life, and, befides that, was a boy of 
extraordinary courage and agility, ran up towards 
a gap which he faw the borfe approaching, and juft 
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as he made a little paufe before he vaulted over, 
caught him by the bridle, and effe£lually flopped 
him from proceeding. In an inftant, another gen- 
tleman came up with two or three fervants, who 
alighted from their horfes, difengaged the fallen 
perfon, and fet him upon his legs. He ftared 
wildly round him for fome time ; but «s he was 
not materially hurt, he foon recovered his fenfes, 
and the firft ufe he made of them was to fwear at 
his horfe, and to afk who had flopped the con- 
founded jade? Who? faid hi» friend; why the 
very little boy that. you ufed fo fcandaloufly this 
morning : had it not be^n for his dexterity and 
courage, that numfkull of yours would have had 
more flaws in it than it ever had before. The 
'Squire confidered Harry with a countenance in 
which (hame and humiliation feemed yet to drug- 
gle with his natural infolence ; but at length put- 
ting his hand in his pocket, he pulled out a guinea, 
which be offered to Harry, telling him at the fame 
time he was very forry for what had happened. 
But Harry, with a look of more contempt than he . 
had ever been feen to aflume before, rejefted 
the prefent, and taking up the bundle which he 
had dropt ^t the time he feized the 'Squire's horfe, 
walked away, accompanied by his companion. 

As it was not far out of their way, they agreed 
to call at the poor man's cottage, whom they found 
much better, as Mr. Barlow had been there the 
preceding night, and given him fuch medicines as 

he 
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he judged proper for his difeafe. Tommy then 
a{ked for the little boy, and upon his coming in, 
told him that he had now brought him fome clothes 
which hemight wear without fear of being called 
a Frenchman, as well as fome more for hi^ little 
brothers. The pleafure with whith they were re- 
ceived was fo great, and the acknowledgments and 
bleffings of the good woman and the poor fnan, 
who had juft began to fit up, were fo many, that 
little Tommy could not help fliedding tears of 
companion, in which he was joined by Harry. 
As they were returning, Tommy faid that he had 
never fpent any money with fo much pleafure, as 
that with which he had purchafed clothes for this 
poor family ; and t^at for the future he would take 
care of 'all the money that was given him, for that 
purpofe^ inftead of laying it out in eatables and 
play-things. 

Some few days after this, as Mr. Barlow and 
the two boys were walking out together, they hap- 
pened to pafs near a wind-mill, and upon Harry's 
telling Tommy what it.waR, Tommy defired leave 
to go into it, and look at it. This Mr. Barlow 
confented to ; and being acquainted with the mil- 
ler, they all went in, and examined every part of it 
with great curiofity ; and there little Tommy faw 
with afloniihment, that the fails of the mill being 
continually turned round by the wind, moved a 
great flat ftone, which, by rubbing upon another 
ilone, bruifed all the corn that was put between 
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tbem, till it became a fine powder. Oh!.dear« 
-fays Tommy, is this the way they make' bread? 
Mr. Barlow told him this was the method by 
which the corn was prepared for making bread ; 
but that many other things were neceflary, before 
it arrived at that Hate. You fee that what runs 
from thefe mill-ftones is only a fine powder, very 
difFe|ent from bre^, which is a {olid and tolerably 
hard fubftance. 

As they were going home, Harry faid to Tommy, 
So you fee now that if nobody chofe to work, or 
do any thing for himfelf, we Oiould have no bread 
to eat. But you could not even have the corn to 
make it of, without a great deal of pains and ]a« 
boun Why not ? faid Tommy ; does not corn 
grow in the ground, of itfelf ? H. Com grows in 
the ground, but then £rft it is neceilary to plough 
the ground, to break it to pieces. T. What's 
ploughing ? H. Did yoii never fee three or fpur 
hprfes drawing fomething along the fields in a 
llraight line, while one man drove, and another 
walked behind, holding the thing by two handle;?? 
T. Yes, I have, and is that ploughing ? H. It i^ 
—and there is a (harp iron underneath, which runs 
into the ground, and turns it up all the way it goes* 
T. Well, and what then? H. When the ground 
is thus prepared, they fow the feed all over it, and 
then they rake it over to cover the feed, and thea- 
the feed begins to grow, and (hoots up very high, 
and at lait the corn ripens, and they reap it, and 

carry 


fracry it home. I pratefl^ fays Toaimy, it muft be 
very curious, aiMl I fliovld like to Tow fonie feed 
myfeif, and fee n ^ow; do you think I *coulH 1 
Yes, certamly, faid Harry ; and if you will dig the 
ground taanonow, I wM go home to my fdther, 
in order to procure fome feed for you. The n^xt 
iQoraing Tommy was up a!moft as foon as it wad 
light, and went to work in a ccnmer of the garden* 
where he dug with great perfeverance till break- 
£ift: when became in, he could Aol help telling 
Mr. ftarlow what he had done, and aflting hiip, 
whether he was iiot a very good boy, for working 
{a hard to rai£e corn ? That, fatd Mr-« Bd^low, de« 
pends upon the ufe you intend to make of it^ wbeil 
you have raifed it* What is it you ititend doing 
with it f. Why, iir, faid Tommy, I intend to fend 
it to tb^ mill that we faw, and have it ground into 
^our; and then I will get you to fliew nie how to 
anake bread of it 4 and thta I wiU eat it, that I may 
4e)l my father that I have eaten bread otft^ of corn 
©f my owii £owing« That will be very well dbne, 
faid Mr. Barlow ; bttt where wil> be the great 
goodnefs that you fow corn for your own eating ? 
That is no vwtc than aB tbe pec^Ie round conti- 
Qually do 4 and if they did not do it, they would 
l)e obliged to foft. But then, faid Tommy, they 
are noe gentlemen, ais I am. What then-, anfwered 
Mr. Bavlow, muft not gentlemen eat a^ well as 
others^ and tberefo)(^ it it not for their intereft to 
know bqcw to procure (o^ as well as other peo^? 
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Yea» ffr, anfwered. Tommy, but they can havt 
other people to raife it for them, to that they are 
not obliged to work themfelves. How does that . 
happen, faid Mr. Bajrlow ? T. Why^, fir, they p^ 
other people to^work for them, or buy bread -when 
it is m^de, a» much as they want. Mn fi* Then 
they pay for it with money. T. Yes, fir. Mr: B; 
Then they mutt have money before they can buy 
corn. T. Certaiply, . fir. Mr. B. But have all 
gentlemen money ?- Tommy hefitated fome time at 
l^hifi queftion ; at iaft he faid, I believe not always, 
•fi,r. . Mr. B. Why then, if they have not money, 
they wiU find it difficult to procure corn, unlefs 
they raife it'for themfelves. Indeed, faid Tommy, 
I believe they will ; for perhaps they may not 
find any body good-natured enqugh to give it them. 
But, faid Mr. Barlow, as we are uiking upon this 
/ubje£l, I will tell you a fiory, that I read a liule 
time paft, if you chufe to hear it. Tommy faid he 
/hould very glad' if Mr. Barlow would take the 
trouble of felling it to him, and Mr. Barlow told 
him. the foUovfiitg.l^ilory of . 

The Tw^ BuorkfiRs. 

. About the time that manyj>eopi^ u^ent over 
to,$outh America, ?^ith the hopes of fiodiog^old 
and' iUver, there, was ^ Spaniard, whofe name was 
<Pizarro, who had a grfat inclination to try bi» for« 
tune like the reft. But as he had w eider, brothej^* 
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for whom he had a very great afie£lton^ he Went t6 
him, told him his deHgn, and foiicited him vi^rf 
muchio go along with him» promiGng him tbit be 
(faould have an equal (hare of all the riches th<y 
found. The brother, whofe name was Alofizov 
was a man of a contented temper and a good on* 
derflanding; he did not therefore much approve 
of the projefi, and endeavoured to didttade Pisarrd 
from it, by fetting before him the danger to Vflnch 
he expofed himfelf, and the uncertainty of his fuc* 
ceeding. But finding all that he laid was vain, he 
agreed to go with him, but told hifn at the fame 
time, that he wanted no part of the riches which 
be might find, and would aik no other favour thati 
to have his baggage and a few fervants taken on 
board the veflel with him. Pizarro then fold afl 
ifa^ he had, bought a veflTel, and embarked with 
feveral other advent urers; who had all great e«peA^ 
attons, like biinfelf, of Toon becoming rich. As 
fo Abnzo, he took nothing with htm but a Ipk 
ploughs, harrows, and otheT tools, and Ibme eo^Er, 
together with a large quantity of potatoes, ^d 
fome feeds of dififerent vegeubles.:lKzafro thought 
this a very odd preparation tot the^vx^aga ; bu^ al 
he did not think proper to expofiulate with his 
brother, 1ie faid nothing. Aftj^r (ailing fome time 
with profperous winds, they piu into the laft port 
>irhcre they were to ftop, before they came to/t'he 
country where they were to fearch for gold. Here 
Pizarro bought a great number more bl pickaxes, 
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^ ihovels, «nd various other tools for digging, melu 
Ingt 2uk1 refining the gold he •expeAed to find, be* 
fidei hiring an additional quantity of labourers to 
fiflift bi«i in the work. Alonzo, on the contrary, 
iK^tVght only a Sem,^ fbeep wad four ftout oxen, witb 
ibeir htf nefst and food enough to (ttbfift them till 

' 4bey Aiould arrive at land* As it happened, they 
jn^.yitti4 favoiMabk jroyage, and all landed ia 
^rfe£l health in Atncrica. Alonno then told his 
iMTOiber^ that« as lie had only come to accompany 
and kxv'^.hinu he would SLay oear the (here with 
liis CePiraRlt a«d^^attle« while, he went to £earch fcH- 
foId« and wb^ii he bad acquired as much as he 
/defired. Apuld he always ready, to <^mbark for 
JSpain wtth- him. fiza^so accordingly fet out, r>ot 

. without feeling fo great a contempt for his bfotheri^ 

ika^ h^ pouid not help exprelEi^ it to. liis coropa* 

nions* I always thought* (aid he« that «y brother 

^d bf^eA a man .of fenfe; be bore that chara£^er 

, m Spaia^^ut 1 find people wer« ftrangety miftaiea 
ist him. . Her«e be k going to .divert himfelf witll 
}u$ Iheep and his oxen^as if iie was Itviog quietly 
mpon his Earm'at.boncu and had nothing elfe to do 
ifeAn to^raife cucumbers and melons. .But w« 
jimow better what to do with our time ; fo come 
along* my lads* and if we have but good luck, we 
•fiiall foon be ^nricJied for the reft of 4Mir livec. 
All that were ptrefent applauded Pizarro^s fpeech^ 
and declared themfelves ready to' foltoW him 
wherever he .went ; only one old Spaniard iliook 
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hif hfewd as be went, and told bim he doubted wbe^ 
tber be would find bin brother fo greM a focd ai be 
thought. They then travelled on feveral dayd 
oareb mho ibe country, fotnetimes obliged to crofii 
riv^s, at otber» lo paf» moutitains' and foiefts 
whete thcfy coiild find no paths ; fometitees fcorch« 
ed byihe violent heat of the fun, and then w«tted 
to tbeflun by tiolent ihowers of rain. Tbefe dif« 
ficuliie*, howeYer, did not drfcoitnge them fo 
much as to hinder thena from trying in feveral 
places loir gold, which they were at length lucky 
enough to find ia a eonfiderable quantity. Tbi^ 
iuccefs anifliated them very much, and they conti* 
sued working upon that fpol till all their provtfiont 
were.confumedi thqr gjatbered daily large quanti*' 
tka of ore, but tbeti they fufered very mutb from 
iMiiigei:. SiHl, however, they perfevered m their 
laboucs, atidfttftatned themfelves witk fucb roott 
iiid benriea as tbey ceisM find* At laft, even this 
fdbdrcc iailed tiieai ; and, ater feveral of theiv 
company had died fibm want and hardfliip, the reft 
were jmM able to-cfawl back to the phMie where 
they, had left Ah>nzo, carrying with them the gold, 
to acquire wfakh they bad foffered fq ma^r'ttUK 
feries* 

Bat while tbey had been employed in tbisjnan*' 
ser, Alonao, who forefaw what would happen, ha<l 
been induftrioufly totting to a very different pttr» 
pofe. His ikitl in huibandry had eafily eoaUedl 
kim iq find a fpot o^ confiderabie extent and visry^ 
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fertile' (biC which ke ploughed up with the ex#ii 
he Ind brought with him, and the a^iftance of his 
lervants. He then fowed the diiTcreht feeds h« 
Kad brought, and planted the potatoes, which prof^* 
pered be)ron<l what he could have expected, and 
yielded him a-moft -abundant harveft. His Iheep 
he had turned out in a very fine meadow near^be 
fea, and every one of them had brought him a 
coupie of iambs. Belides that, he and his fervants» 
at le^fure times, employed tbemfetves in fifbin^ ; 
amd the fifli they had caught were all dried and 
faUed, with fait they h^d found upon the fe^ 
ihore ; fo that by the time of Pizarro's return ihey 
.h^d laid up a very confiderable quanticy of provi. 
lion. When Pi^arro returned, his brother receiv- 
ed htm with the greateH cordiality, and afted iiiiar 
Hrhat ftkccefs lie had had ? Pizarrb ioK him that 
liiey had found an immenfe quantity of gold, biii 
tfaae feveval of his companions had penlhad,' and 
thalth'e jeft wert almoA Aarved frotolhe wins of piba 
vidons: he ttenrequefted his brother woiilfl iapme^ 
imtitlf ghee him fometfaicg tomcat, as lie al&vf d hiaa 
Jbne bud tailed xlofood the laft two days, excepting the 
.J^oots awLbark of irees> . Alonzo then very coolly 
anfwered^that he Ihould remember,^tbat when they 
fet oat |i,hey had made an agreement, that . neiAer 
f^oold intertere with the other ^ tlitet he had never 
d^&ficd tA h#ve any iharc of die gold which Pizarro 
i^iilhL^quire, and therefore, he wondered that Pi* 
aarraibc^Id expeft to be fuppUcd with the prevt- 

fiona 


SANDFORD AHXI MERTOK. 55 

Hons tirat he had procured with fo mudi care and 
labour, Boi, added he, if you chufe to excbknge 
feme of the gold yeu have found, for provifkfns, I 
IhaH perhaps be able to accommodate you. Pizarro 
thought this behaTioor very unkind in bis brotbeir ; 
but as be and bis companions were almoft flarved, 
tliey w^re obliged to comply with his demandst 
xhich were fc^exorbitant, that in a very fliort time' 
they parted with all the goJd they brought with 
tbem, merely to purchafe food. Alonzo then pro^ 
pofed to his brother to embark for Spain ih the 
vefiel ivhich had brought them thither, as the winds 
jand weather feemed ta be moil favourable: but 
Pizanro, witk an angry look, told him, that fines 
lie had deprived him of every thing he had gained, 
#nd tarcated hinft in fo unfriendly a manner, he 
4lK>tthi go; without. him.; for as to bimfelf, be would 
rather perifli upon that defert ftore, thao embark 
with fo inhun^an a brother. But Alonzo, infiead 
of refentiifgthefe reproachas, embraced his brother 
with the grteateft tcnderncfs, aqd fp<^e to him in 
the following manner : Could ybi^ then believe^ 
ray deareft Pisuirro, tha^ I really meabt to deprive 
.you of the fruits of all your labours, which you 
have acquired veith fo much toil alid danger? Ra» 
tber may all the gold in the univerfe peri(b,thaiiX 
fiiould be capable of fuch behavipur to my deareft 
brother! But I &w the ra(h| impetuous defire you 
had of riches, and wifhed to corred^ this fault iii 
yott» ,and feiye you.at t^e fame l|me. . You defpifoi 
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tny prudence and inLdaftry, and imagined t&at m>» 
ifaing could be wanting to lum thai had ohce ac* 
quired weakh. Bnt yon have now learned, that* 
without that forefight and indufiry, all the gold 
you have brought with yoo would not have pre* 
rented yon £rom periihing miferably. You arc 
now I hope wkfer ; and tiierefore take back your 
TicbeS) which I hope you have nov( learned to 
make a proper ufe of. - Pfzarro was equally filled 
with gratitude and ailoniihment at this generofity 
of his bi^other^ and he acknowledged from experi.*- 
enc;e that induftry was better than gold. They then 
embarked for Spain, where they ail fafelyarrivedi 
during the voyage Pizarro often folicttedthis btOm 
iher to accept oi' ha^f > his riches, which Alonzo 
conftajutly refufed, telUitg hioi thia he cottld raile 
food enough eo maintai«i himfelf, and was in s^ 
want of gold. 


. ( 


Indeed, (aid Tommy, when Mr. 3ai^low had 
'finilhed the ftory, I think Alonzo was a very fenS- 
ble man ; ynaA if it had not been for him> hk bro* 
tfaer anday his companions moft have been ftarv«- 
«ed ; but then this was ooly becaufe they were in 9 
4eiert, uninhabited country. This could tiever 
have happened in England*; there they could al- 
wayt have had as much corn or bread as they chofe 
lor th«r money . But, faid Mr. Barlow, is a man 
fure to be always in England, or fome country 
where he can put ehafe biead ? T/ 1 Relieve fa. 
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fir. Mr. B, Why, are there not countries in the 
world whieiie there are no inhabitants^ and where 
no corn is raifed ? T. Certainly, (ir ; this coun« ' 
try which the two brothers went to was fueh a 
place. Mr. B. And< there are many other firch « 
countries in the world. T. But tbeH^a man need not 
go to them ; he may fiay at home. Mr. B. Then 
he mud not p^fs the feas in a (hip. T. Why fo» • 
fir? Mr. B. Becaiife „tl>e fliip may happen to be 
wTecHed upon fome fuch country where there are 
no inhabitaots; and then,. although he fliould efcape 
the danger pf th^ fea, what will he do for food.? * 
T. And have fu^h accidents fottfetinlei ha^ened?. 
Mi> B.. Yea, feveral : there was, ih piirti«ulal% onot 
Selkirk, who wa^ fliipw^eck^d, aridobliged to liv^^^ 
f^veraj years i»pon a defeit iiland* T. That wafl{>* 
%^ry extraordinary indeed;, and how did' he-gefT 
viAaals i Mr. B. ^Jt foiMtin)CS ptocuV^ vo<>t$# '* 
fometimes' fruits : he alio at 1 aft became {e> aiC^Ve;^ * 
that he was a^le to purf^e and i^atcb- wild gCNKs>« 
with which the ifland abounded. T^ Ait4did ni>t^ 
f^^chan hard, difagl^eable WAy qf.Hfe k^llihimatT' 
laA ? Mr..B*. By ao mesms, H« nev^r enjoynb*. 
better health in his^, life ; and yoa hav4^: beard. idiMi 
he besame ib a£lii^ 9tk to be abk'to .ovc^iakci ibe; 
y^xY wild b^aftsv -; , ^ : . . . . :. i 

Here Jitil« ij^ry Qa«i^ w .fr<?ni \i»: fetherVt* 
hovf5,.aj>d bronjh«, with h^ tbej^MpWu- wbicifj 
it b^s been tnentione^ilM fiad l^^Mxo^ tb« daw* 
^ the k4er; ^3Che:lij^)ii anip^ >y« iHiwr f%4^^ 
, • . ; D 5 ' ' • recovered* 
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recovered of the hurt it had received, and flbowed 
fo great a degree of affe£Uon to its proteflor, that 
it would run after him like a dog, hop upon his 
ihoulder, neftle in his b6fom» and eat crumBs out 
of his hand. Tommy was extremely furprifed and 
pJcafed to remark its tamenefs and docility,. and 
«&ed by what means it had been made fo gentle. 
Harry told him, he had taken xko particular pains 
about it ; bpt that, as the poor little creature bad 
been fadly hurt, he had fed it every day till it was 
well ; and that, in confequence of that kindnefs, it 
hkd conceived a great degree of affeftion towards 
him. Indeed, faid Tommy, that is very^ furprifing : 
for I thought all birds had flown away whenever a 
man came near them; and that even the fowls 
which are kept at home would never let you touch 
them. Mr. B. And what do you imagine is the 
'resifon of that 7 T. Becaufe they are wild. Mr. 
B* 'And what is a fowl's being wild ? T. When 
he vill hoi let you come near him. Mr. B. Then 
a- fowl iS'wUd becaufe he will not let you come 
near bin!;' and will not let you come near him 
becaufe be is wild. This is faying nothing more 
thav th^it when a fowl is wild, he will not let you 
afplTQach Jiim. Bat I want to know what is the 
leafon of his beinf wild. T. Indeed, fir, I cannot 
ttll, onleis it is beeattfe they are naturally fo* 
Mf • B. But if they were naturally fo, this fowl 
could not be fond of Harry. T. That is be*, 
caufe iut is fo fMdl §• il^ Mr* B. Vciy likely'-^ 
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Then it is not natural for an animal to run away 
from a perfon /that is good to him. T. No» iir, I 
believe not. Mr. B. But when a perfon is not 
good to him, or endeavours to hurt him, it tm natu« 
rjA for an animal to run away from him, 19- it not ? 
T. Yes. Mr. B* And then you fay that he is^ wild, 
do yott not ? T. Yes, fir. Mr. B. Why then it 
is ptoh9ble diat animals are only wild becaufe they 
are afraid of being hurt, and that they only run 
away from the fear of danger. I believe you would 
do the fame from, a lion or a tiger. T. Indeed i 
^ou)d, fir. Mr. B. And yet you do not calUyour* 
felf a wild animal. Tommy laughed heartily at 
thisi ^d fatd. No. Therefore, faid Mr* Barlow^ 
if you want to tame animals, yon mud be good to : 
them, and treat than kindly, and then they will no/ 
longer fear you, but come to you and love you.j 
Indeed, faiH Harry, that is very true ; for I kneW^ 
a little boy that took a great -fancy to a fnake that 
}ived in his father's garden ; knd when b'e had milk 
for breakfafi, he ufed to fit tinder>4i nut-tree and 
whiftle, and the fnake vrould con^ to him, and eat 
out of his bowl. ' T^ And did it not bite him ?' 
H. No ; he fomettmes gave it a pat with bisTpobrv 
if it ate Moo faft, but it never hurt him. • ' 
Tommy»was n^nch pleafied with this tonverfat 
lion I and being both good-natured and defirous of 
.making experiments, ha determined to try his ikifl' 
^ taming animals. Accordingly, <fae took ii larg^e- 
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fome animal that he might give it to. T6e firff 
tiling that he happened to meet was a fuelling pig 
that had rambled from its mother, and was balking 
in the fun* Tommy would not neglefi: the oppor« 
tunity of (bowing his talents; be therefore called 
^^S* P^E< P^S' come hitheri Httte pig ! But the pig, 
who did not exafi;ly comprehend his intentions, 
only grufUod and ran away* You little ungratefuf 
thing, faid Tommy, do yoa treat me tn this man^ 
ner, when I want to feed you ? If you do not know 
your friends, I muft teach you. Saying this, i\e 
fprang ^t the pig, and caught him by the hind leg« 
intending to have given him the bread which he 
had in his hand ; but the pig, who was not uied to 
be treated in that manner, began flruggling and 
(queaking to that degree, that the fow, which ira& 
within hearing, came running to the place» with ail 
the reft of the litter at her heels. As Tommy did 
not know whether &e would be pieafed v^tth his 
civilities to her young one, or notf he thought it 
inoft prudent to let it go ; and the pig, endeavour* 
ing to efcape as Ipeedily as pofible, unfortunately 
tan b^eiweea his leg^ and threw him down. The 
|>lace where this accident happened was e^ctremely 
]MiKt ; therefinreToitimy, in faliiiig» dirtied himfelf 
Iroiia head ^o foot, aad the fow, who came up at 
that ioftant, paSed over him as lie attempted t# 
i^(<, and roli^ed him back s^ain into the mire. 
Toisuny« who was not the cooleft in %]^ tempei^ 
v^s qtuencfy yfovoked u this ungsate£isl moA 

fi«r 
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for %ii inUn'Aei lindiKfis, and iofing all ]^iiMfce» 
ht fefzed ttte fow bjr the hind leg, and began pom* 
tnelltng her with all his tftight, a» Sie attiempt^d to 
efcape. The few, a« may be imagined, did not 
reiiih foch trealiiient, but endeavoured wkh ait he# 
forte to efcap^: but Tdmiiiiy Jceepitig his hold; 
and coAtitiaifig his difcijiline, Ihe Uniggled with 
fuch violefice as todrag htifi federal yards, fcjiieak-* 
ing in the laoft lamentable fiianner ail the tirqe, in 
which fl^ Was joined by th^ whole lid er of pigs. 
Duriog the^keat of this eonteA, a large Sock of 
geefe happened to be croffing the road» info the 
midft of which the affirighted fow ran headlong, 
dragging the enraged Tommy at her heels. The 
goflings retreated with the greaieft precipitation, 
joining their mournfut cackling to the general 
noife ; but a gander of more than common fize an4 
courage, refenting the unprovoked attack which 
bad been made upon his family, flew at Tommy's 
hinder parts, and gave him feverai feveie ftrokes 
with his bill. Tommy, whofe eoUrage had hither* 
t4» been unconquerable, being thus unexpeCiediy 
attacked by a new enemy, was obliged to yield t^ 
fonune, and not knowing the precife extent of his 
daQg^g he not only fuffered the ibw to efeape, but 
joined hi( vbeilerations to tite general fcream. 
This dlarmed Mr. Bartow, who coming up to the 
place, found his pupil In the moA woeftit pNghei 
daubed frem head to foot, with hi« ftce and baoda 
«t black at tllofo 4^f any ^btttmey^^fweeper. He 
/t cfi<|uire4 
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tnqumA wbai was the matter ; and ToxiMy, a$ 
foon as he had reeoTercd br^nh enough la fpeak» 
anfwer^^ in this mamier : — Sir, iiU this is OMring to 
what you told me about taming animals. I wanted 
to make them tame and gentle, and to love si»e» and 
you fee the confe<luence8. Indeed* TaidMr. Bar* 
I low, I fee you hare been^ very ill treated, but I 
I hope you are not hurt ; and if it is owing to any 
j thing I have faid, I (hall feel the more toneernl 
' Not faid Tommy, I cannot fay I am much hurt. 
Why then, faid Mr* Aarlow, you had better go and 
wa(h yourfelf ^ and wlten yoa life clean we will 
' talk over the a&ir. When Tommy had returned*, 
Mr* Barlow a&ed him how the accident had bap*, 
pened ; and when he had heard.the ftory, he faid, I 
am very forry for your misfortune^ but I do not 
perceive that I was the caufe of k : for I do not 
remember that I ever advifed you to catch pigs by 
the hinder Iegs« T* No, fir ; but you told me that 
feeding animals was the way to make them love 
jne, and fq I wanted to feed the pig. Mr. B. Sui 
it was not my fault that you attempted it in a wrong 
manner. The animal did not know your inlenr 
HioQs, and therefore, when you ffcized him in fp 
9rielent a manner^ he naturally attempted to efcape ; 
^nd his mother, hearing his cries, very naturally 
^ame to bis all^anoe. All thalt happened m^% ow* 
^ loywr inexp^ience. before you meddle with 
#ny j^nimaU y^M fiioald make, yourfelf acquainted 
ii«h Jiia swpn^' «dl 4ifp«iiw»r «ltesiiife* y^ 
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may fare like the little bo^t that, in attempting ta 
catch fliesf was ftoog by a vafp ; er like afiolber* 
that, feeing to adder fleepingupdn a baok, took it 
for an eel, and was bitten by it, which had nearly 
cofthim his life. T. But, fir, I thought Harry 
had mentioned a little boy that ufied to feed a Ibake - 
it^ithout receiving any hurt from it. Mr. B. Thai 
might very well happen ; there is fcarcely any 
creature that will do hurt witbom it is attacked or 
wants food» and (bme of thefe reptiles are entirely 
harmleb, others not : therefore tlie beft way is not 
to meddle with any thing till you are perinfily ac« 
quainted with its nature^ Had you obferved this 
rule, you never would ha^e attempted to cateh the 
' P'S ^7 ^^ hinder leg, in order to tame it f and it 
is very lucky that you did not make the experi* 
ment upon a larger animal, otherwife you might 
have been as badly ti^ated as the taylor Was by the 
elephant. T. Pray, fir, what is this curious ftory ^ 
But firll tell me, if you pleale,^ what an elephant is* ' 
An elephant, fai<f Mr. Barlow, is the largeft land 
aoimal that we arc acquainted With. It is many. 
tines thleker than an ax, and grows to the heigl^' 
#f eleven or twelve feet. Ita ilrength,^ as may be 
cafily itfiagined^ is prodigious, but it is, at the fame 
lime, fo very gentle, that it rarely doea hurt to any 
liuaig, even in the woods* where it refides. It does 
ttot eat fleft, but lives upon the fruits and branches 
^ iraet. But what is m6ft- fingalar about its make 
JMlMMt, ioJMaol a Mfe, it bM a lo^g,^ -hollow 
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piece of fielh, which grows over its* nstMith to the ' 
length of three or four £e6t% This is called the 
tronk of the elephant, and he is capable of benffl- 
ing k m every diredion. When he wants to break 
off the branch of a tree, he twills this trunk round 
it« a;!^ foaps it x)S direfliy. When he wants to 
drink, he lets it down into the water, fiscks up fe*^' 
Vfral galtons^t a ttme, and then dotU^ling the end' 
of it back^idifchargea it ail into Kis mouth. But 
if'he is fb iargCviaid TiMDniy,and ftmng, I fhouUl' 
fnppofe it muft. he tmpoffible ever to tame him* 
So perhaps ii wouU, replied Mr. Banow/did they \ 
nDtinfirofi thofe thai have been already tamed to 
alfift in eatchittg others. T. How is that fir ? Mrv 
B. When they have difeovered a foreft where ihef& 
animab refort» they make a large enclofure with' 
ftrong pales and a deq> ditch»/ leaving only one- 
esitraiice to it« whkb has ailronggatc leGt'pur-^ 
pofely open. They thea lei one or. two of their 
tame elephants loofe, who join the wiid ones» and 
gradually entice them into x\^ encloftire. As Xooti 
as one of thefe has eolered*. a masi.*who^ Ibodi^s 
ready* fliuts the gates» ajid take^ him- prifoiier>i 
The ammal» finding biitifelf thus eiitfappedi.begin% 
to grow furious^ and attempts loefi^ape: ^ut-iai);^ 
mediately two tame ones» of ib^ iacgeft frzer 
aod^greatcft ftrevgtha who h9d h«en: placed th«re« 
on pmEpofe* come up to him mm on each fide, andii 
heat him wiih their tninks till he becomes tn^rm^ 

cord 


cofd U> ffach af his Himt legs, and faAens the oihef 

end of it to tvro great trees. He is then left with* 

out food for fome hours, and in that titne geBeTaHy- 

becomes To d|ocile, as to foiTer Inrifelf to be con* 

duded to the^ablc tbail is prepared for him, where 

ha lives the reft of his life like a horfe, or any 

other domeftic afttm&L T. Aod pray^/fir^ what did 

fbeelephant do to the taylar ? ^Ir. B* There^wai 

zt Surat, a city where many of thefe tame elephants 

are kept, a tayIor« ihat nfeS to fit and work in his 

Ihed, clofe to' the place to which thefe elephants 

were led every day to drink. This osan contrafled 

a kind of acquaintance with one of the largeil of 

thefe beafl«,and wfed to prefent htm fruits jind.ocher 

Veigetableiy whenever the elephant pafled by hit 

door* T^he elephant was accuSlomed to put hil 

loog- trunk . in at <hef ^ndow, and t6 receive in that 

snanner whatever hss fiieod chofe to give* But 

one day* the taytor happened to be in a more than 

ordinary til humDur* :>aod» not conlidering how 

dangerous it might betoprovcdce an animal of that 

&ie and <(fareiigth, when tlie elephant put his trunk 

in at the windnw/as u(uai» indeed ill giving him 

anything to eat^ he pricked him witb hi$ needlew 

The elephimt iidlantly withdrew his trunks and 

wfthcnit fliDwing any .marks of refentment, went on 

^with the reft to drink ; but after he had .quenched 

iu^tbirft^ he collc&ed a iarge qi»nt^y of the dir«* 

tieft crater be cooid find in his trunk; which, I 

hsofe airectdy tol'A .you» is citable ef holding many 

gallons, 
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gallons, and when he pafled by the taylor^'s {hop 
in his return, he difdharged it full in bis faeie;-vHth 
fo true an aim, that he wetted tiim all over,- and 
almeft drowned him; thus juftly punilhing the 
man for his ill-nature and breach of friendfi>ip» 

The next day Tommy and IfairyweAt inld tk^ 
garden to fow the wheat which -Harry bad hroaght 
mrith him^ upon a^bed which Tommy had dug 
for that purppfe« While they were at work^ 
Tommy faid. Pray, Marry, did you ev^r hear 
the ftoi^y of the men that were oblige to live 
fix year« 4ipon that terrible cd^d country, I forget 
the name of it, where there was nothing but fnow 
and ice, and fcarcely any other animals but great 
bears 4hat are ready to eat men up? H. Yes, I 
hsfve. T; And did not the^ very^ tfacmghts .t>f it 
f rightcar/ you dreadfully? H.No^r I cannot fay 
ih€^ did. T. Why, (hbuid you like ta liWin.fuch 
a ;pountry ? H. No, certainly ^ I am. ve^ybappy 
that I was horn 'in fucb a<:oumry as > this, where 
the weather is fcarcely ever too hot or too- cold: 
but a man' niuft bear patiently whatever is his lot 
ifn this world* T. That is true^-^But fiiould you 
Dot cry, and be :very much affli£ked« if you were 
left upon fuch a country ? . H. I fliotrid cevtaiiil)^ 
be very forry, if I was left there alone, more cFpe- 
cially as 1 am not big enough, or ftrong enough^ to 
defend snyfelf againft fuch fierce animafls. But 
ibe crying would do me no good— *it would-be bet«» 
ter to do Jometbing, and endeavour to help myiklL 

T. Indeed 
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T« Indeed I think it Would ; but what could you 
do ? H* Why, I would endeavour to build my* 
felf a houfe, if I could find any naterials. T. And 
what materials is a houfe made of ? I thought il 
bad been impoSible to make a houfe without hav« 
ing a great many people of different trades, fucfa ai 
Carpenters and bricklayers. . H. You kho.W there 
are houfe^ of diiferent fizes. The iioufes that chd 
poor, people live in^are very different frpm your 
father's houfe. T. Yes, they are little, nafty, dirtyj' 
difagreeabte places; I (bould not like to live inf 
them at all. H. And yet the poor are in general, 
as ftropg and heakhy as the. rich. But if you €oul<l| 
li^ave no other, you would rather live in one off 
theflfi than be expofed to the weather.' T^ YesJ 
certainly. AiKi. how would yQu make one of them if 
H. If I could get 2^y wood, and bad a hatchet, i 
vould cut ^down ibme branches of trees; and Hick 
. them upright in the ground, near to each other« 
7*. And what then ?. H« I would then get Ibme 
^Cher brsfiches, but mpre fuU of fmall.wood, and 
thefe I would interweave between then), jiuil as we 
make hurdles to confine the (beep : and then, at 
that might not be warm enough to refill the wind 
and cold, I would cover them over, both withti^ 
and without, with clay. T. Clay, what is that if 
H. It is a particu^r kind of earth that flicks, to 
your feet when you tread upon it, or to your hands. 
Kvbcn you touch it. T. I djsclare I did not think 
it had beeo fo eafy to make a houfe* And do 

- ' yjw 
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yon think that people coaU really live iii fu€lf 
houfes ? H. Certaitily they inag^t, becaub m^nf 
perfont live in fuch honfes here, apd I hvwt beet» 
told that in many parts of the world they have not 
aoy od^r. ReaHy« faid Tommy, I Oiould like to* 
try to make a houfe ; do you think, Harry, that 
yQu'and I could make one f Yes, iiiid Harry» if t 
had wood and elay enough, I think I could, and » 
finall hftt|:het to fliarpen the flakes, and make then» 
fnter the ground.r^Mr. Barlow then came to call 
^hem in to read, and told Tommy, that as he had» 
Veen talking fo muehabout good^nature to animalsi, 
he had looked him^ out a very pretty ftory upo» 
the fubjefi, and begged tlut he would read it WelL 
That I will, fiiid Tommy ; for I begin to like read* 
ing extremely : and I think that I am happier tod^ 
f nee I learned it ; for now I caa always divert 
myielf. Indeed, anfwered Mr. Barlow, moil peo« 
pie find it fo« Wbea any one can read, he will 
BOt find the knowleclge any burthen to him ; and 
it is bis.own fault, if he is not conftantly amufed^ 
This is, an advantage, Tommy, which a gentleman/ 
fince you are fa fond of the word,may more parti* 
cularly enjoy, beeaufe he has fo much time at hi» 
own difpofaL'And it is much better that he (houl* 
diftinguifh himfelf by having more knowledge and 
improvement than other8,^'thatt by fine clothct. or 
any fuch trifles, whiohany one may have that ca» 
purchafe them, as well as htmfdf. Tommy tfiert 
»ead, wkha cjear tnd diflintt moiee^tbt following* 

ftory of 

The 


« 

A little b<^ went om^ one nramtogt to walk to n 
tillage about fiv« «dks froca the place where he 
Jived, and cafriedwkhhinit in aba&et,the provifion 
ibat was to ferve ht« the whole 4sy* As he was waik« 
ing along* a poociiule haif-larved dog came up to 
%im, wagging bii uHi and fee«i!hg to intreat him 
io have eonpaflion.oa him. The little boy at firft 
took no notice of faiaa ; hut at lengthy, remarkiitg 
how lean and famifted the ereatuie feemed to be^ 
be Caidr This animal is certainlf in very great ne^ 
ceflity : if I give hisB part olciy prouifipn; I (halt 
l>e obliged to go home, hungry tnyfelf; however; 
«$ he feems to want it more than i do* he ftall par* 
take with me« Saying this, he gave the dog part 
oi what he had in his baiket, who ate as if he had 
^ot tafted viSittk £or a fortaight* The little boy^ 
went on a Hale farther, hit dog fiili following 
hwu 4od iawning npon him with the greateft gra-* 
4tliide and aSoAiaOtWhcp he faw a poor old horfe 
lying upon the ground, and gDo^ning as if he was 
very ill :; he went up to hhm, and faw that he was 
ahnoft ftacvod* and £o weak tb^ he was tinid>le to 
ffife* I am very much afraid, laid the Iktie boy, 
if I flay toaiiifl this horCe, that it will be dark be** 
iipre I can^-eturn i and I have heard there are feve* 
jral ^laeves in the neighbourhood : however, I wil} 
4ry 4 it is doing « good a^ioo to atienipi io relieve 

hinn 
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him, and God Almighty will take care of me* He 
then went and gathered Tome grafs» which he 
brought to the horfe's mouth, who immediately be* . 
gan lo eat with as much relifli as if his chief difeafe 
was hunger. He then fetched fome water in his 
hat, which the animal drank up, aqd feemed im* 
mediately to be fo much refrefbed, that, after a few 
trials, he gol up, and began grazing. He then went 
on a little farther, and faw. a man wading about in 
a pond of water, without being Ssible to get out of 
it, in fpite of all his endeavours. What is the 
matter, good man, faid the little boy to him ; can't 
you. find your way out of this pond ? No, God 
blefs you, my worthy tnafier, or niifs, faid the man; 
for fuch I take you to be by your voice ; I have 
fallen into this pond, and know not how to get out 
again, as I am quite blind, and I am alitioft afraid 
to move for fear of being drowned* Weil, faid 
the little boy« though I ihQuld be wetted to the fkin, 
if you will throw me your ftick, I will try to help 
you out of it. The blind man then threw the ftick 
to that fide on which he heard the voice ; the little 
boy caught it, and went ii^tp the water^ feeling 
very carefully before hin^, left he (hould ttnguard« 
cdiy go beyond his depth: at length he reached 
the blind man, took him very carefully by the 
hand« and led him out. The blind man then gave 
him a thoufand bleflings,,and told him be could 
grope out his way home, and the little boy ran on 
as bard as be cotild to prevent being . benight ed« 

But 


SANBFOt0 AND MBRTOK. yt 

BfUthtih^ tiot proceeded far, before he (aw: a poaf 
failorf'that had loft both his l^s in an engagement 
by fea, hewing along upon crutches. God ble£i 
you, my little maft^r^ faid the failor ; I have fought 
insipy a ba|tle with the French to defend poor Old 
^ngia|id» hot noi/^ I am crippled^ as you fee» and 
have neither visuals nor money^ akhougb I am 
almoft familhed. The Httle boy could not refift 
his inclination to relieve him, fo be gave him all 
his remsBtiing viaualst apd faid, Gud help you, 
poor man i. ^his is all I have, ottferwife you ihould 
have more* }ie then, ran alofig, and prefently ar* 
rived at the town he was gomg to, did his bufinefs, 
and returc^d towards his own home, with all the 
expedition he was able. But he had sot gone much 
more than half way, before th^ night ihut.in ex« 
iieniely dark, without either njoon or flacs to light 
Jiim. The poor tittle boy did all that he. was able 
lo find bis way, but unfortimalely mifled it inturni 
ing down a lane which brought him into a wood, 
^^hefe he wandered about a great, while without 
Jbeing able to find aiiy path to lead him out; Tit cd 
out at laft and hUngty, he felt* him felffo feeble; 
that he -could go no farther, but f^t htmfelf down 
upon the geound, prying moll bitterly* In this 
lituation- he remained for fome time, till at laft the 
little dpg^ who b^d never farfaken him-, came up 
to him, w^gginghis tail,: aqd holding fometUng in 
his nx9^th. The little .boy took it from him» and 
law if was an handkerchief, niceily pinned together, 

which 
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whtcii fomdjody had dropped, and the dog bad pick* 
€d up; and upon opeaing it, h« found feveral flices 
6f bread and meat, which the little boy ate with great 
fatisfa£lion« and felt himfelf extremely refrefted 
with his meai. So, faid the little boy, I fee that if 
I have given you a breakfaft, you b^ve given me a 
fupper^ and a good turn; is never loft, done even 
to a dog* He then once more attempted to efcape 
from the wood, but it was to no^purpofe ; he only 
fcratohed bis legs with briars, and flipped down in 
the dittf without 4>eing' able to find hiis way out« 
He was juft going to givt9 up all farther attempts 
in defpair, when lie happened to fee a herfe feed^- 
iog before him ; and going up to him, faw, by the 
light o<f the moon, whtcb juft then began to fluine 
a little, that it was the v<ery fame he bad fed in tht 
morning. Perhaps, faid the littk boy, this crea* 
ture, as I have been Co good to him» wiK let me 
get upon bis back, and he may bring me out, of the 
wood, as he is accuAomed to feed in this neighs 
bourhood* The iittk l>oy then went up to the 
kovfe, fpeaking to htm and ftroking him, and the 
Jiorfie let him mount his back* without oppofition ; 
and then, proceeded fiowly through the woo<f, 
graiiing as he went, till he brought him to an 
opening which led to the high road. The Kttle 
boy was much rejoiced at this, and laid, if I had 
not iaved this creature's life in the morning, 1 
fl^uld have been €>bliged to have llaid here all 
night ; I fee by tbwi ituit a good tiitn i* nerer loft. 

But 
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But the poor little boy had yet a greater danger to 
undergo ; For as he was going along a folitary lane, 
two men rufhed out upon him, laid hold of him, 
and were going to drip him of his clothes; but 
juft as they were beginning to do it, the little dog 
bit the leg of one of the men with fo much vio- 
lence, that he left the little boy, and purfued the 
dog, that ran howling and barking away. In this 
inftant a voice was heard that^cried out, There the 
rafcals are, let us knock them down ! which fright- 
ened the remaining man fo m^cli, that he ran away, 
and his companion followed him. TheJittle Boy 
then looked up, and faw that it wa& the failor, 
whom he had relieved in the morning, carried upon 
the Dioulders of the blind man whom he had helped 
out of the pond. There, my little dear, faid the 
failor, God be thanked ! we have come in time to 
•do you a feryice, in return for what you did us in 
the morning. As I lay under a hedge, I heard thefe 
villains talk of robbing a little boy, that, from the 
defcription, I concluded muft be you ; but I was fo 
lame, that I fliould not have been able to come time 
enough to* help you, if I had not met this honeft 
blind man, who took me upon his back while 1 
fliowed him the way. The little boy thanked them 
yery gratefully for thus defending him ;^ and they 
went all together to his father's houfe, which' was , 
not far off, where they were all kindly entertained 
with a fupper and k bed. Th.e little boy took dfre 
of his faithful dog as long as he lived, and never 

jfc forgot 
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jf argot the importance and neceflfity of 4oing goed 
fio otberSi if we wifli themto do.the fame to us. 

'Upon my word, faid Tommy, when he had 
^i|i(hed,JaiB;vaftly pleafed wich this ftory; and 
M think that itffziay^very likely be true, for I have 
'Obferved lay foff that every thing i^semsto love littk 
Harry here, merely ^^ecaaie he is good-natured to 
it, I was <|aitefut;fixi£sd^lo fee the gceatdog, the 
.other day, which I Iiave tiever dared to touch for 
"fear offbein^btttelt, fawning uponihim, and licking 
him alLfver: it , put me in mind «pf the ftory of 
Androcles aiul the Lion. S'hat dog, faid Mr.. Bar- 
low, will be:«qually fond of you, af you are kind 
40 him,; for nothing egtmlre the &gacity and gratis 
4ude of a dqg* £ut fince you haue read a iloF^ 
^bout a good-natured boy, Harry ihall read you an» 
*'4>tHer concerning a b<^ of a contrary diQpofiticA* 
iiarry then read the following itory of 

THJE 'ILL-KATURED Bo^Y* 

TheR'E was once a little bo^ who m^$ To wn^ 
fi>rtutiate as to have a very bad man iof hk fathei^ 
who was always furly and ill-temperedt and never 
g^ve liis children either good in>ftru£):ion5 or good 
example : in confequenoe-of which, this little boyi, 
who might otherwife hav.e:heen happier and better* 
bfltame ill-natured, ^guarrelfome, and difagreeabie 
10 every body* 3ie very oftcai was fieverely beaten 
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hy hoys that were bigger than hitnfelf for his im* 
pertinence^ and fometimes by boys that were lefs $ 
for, though he was very abnfive and quarrelfome, 
bt did iHit much like fighting, and genermlly trufU 
edmore to his heels than to his courag€, when he 
had eiigaged himfelf in a quarrel; This little l^oy 
bad a cur dog that was the exaft image of himfelf ; . 
he was the tnoft troublefome, furly creature ima« 
ginable, always barking at the heels of every horfe 
he came near, and wotrying every (beep he could 
me^ with; for which reafon both the dog and the 
boy were difliked by all the neighbourhood. 

One morning bis father got up early to go .to the 
alehoufe, where he intended to flay till night, as it 
was a holiday ; but before he went out, he gave 
his fon fome bread and cold meat, and fixpence, and 
told him that he might go and divert himfelf as hd 
Would l^e whole day* The little boy was very 
much pleafed with this liberty ; and as it was a very 
fine morning, he called his dog Tiger to follow 
liim, and began his walk. He had not proceeded 
far before be met a little boy, that was driving a 
flock of fifteep towards a gate that he wanted thent 
to enter. Pray, mafter, faid the little boy, fiand 
fiill and keep your dog clofe to you, for fear yoii 
frighten my Ifae^p. Oh ! yes, to be fure, anfwered 
the ilUnatured little boy ; I am to wait here all the 
aiomtngtill you and your flieep have pafled, I fup« 
pofe! Here, Tiger, fei«e them« boy!— Tiger at 
^is fprang forth into the middle of the flock, 

« a barking 
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barking and bitin|||||i every fide, and the (heep, in 
a general confternation, hurried each a feparate 
way. Tiger feenied to enjoy this fport qqUally 
with his matter, but in the midft of his triumph, he 
happened unguardedly to attack an old ram that 
Jiad more courage than the reft of the flock : he, in- 
fiead of running away, faced about, and aimed a 
blow with his forehead at his enemy, with fomuch 
force and dexterity, that he knocked Tiger over 
and over, and butting him feveral times while he 
was down, obliged him to limp howling away. The 
'ill-natured little boy, who was not capable 'of lov- 
ing any thing, had been very much diverted with 
the trepidation of the (heep, but now he laughed 
heartily at the misfortune of his dog: and he would , 
have laughed much longer, had not the other little 
boy, provoked beyond his patience at this treat- 
ment, thrown a ftone at him, which hit him full 
upon the temples, and almoft knocked him down. 
He immediately began to cry, in concert with his 
dog, and perceiving a man coming towards them, 
whom he fancied might be the owner of the fiieep, 
bethought it moft prudent to efcape as fpeedily as 
poQible^ But he had fcarcely recovered from the 
fmart whiph the blow had occafioned, before his 
former mifchievous difpofition returned, which be 
determined to gratify to the utmoft. He had not 
gone far, before he faw a little girl ftariding by a 
ftile with a large pot jof milk at her feet. Pray, 
faid the little girl, help me up with this pot of milk : 

my 
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my mother fent me out to JjgMLit this morning, 
and I have brought it above wBne upon my bead I 
but I am fo tired that I have been obliged to ftop 
at this*ftile to reft me ; and if I don't return home ^ 
prefently, we fliall have no pudding to-day, and, 
befides, my mother will Ue very angry with me. 
What, faid the boy, you are to have a pudding to- 
day, are you, mifs ? Yes, faid the girl, and a fine 
piejCe,of roaft beef, for there's uncle Will, and 
uncle John, and grandfather, and all xxiy cou&ns, 
to dine wuh us; and we fiiali be very merry in 
the evening, I can affure you : fo pray help me up, 
as fpeedily as poffible. That I will, mifs, faid tha 
boy, and taking up the jug, he pretended to fix it 
upon her head ; bul juft as Qie-had hold of it, he 
gave it a little puQi,as if he had ftumbled, and over* 
turned it upon her. The little girl began to ciy 
violently, but the mifchievous boy ran away laugh* 
ing heartily, and faying, Good bye, little mifs ; give 
^y humble fervice to uncle Will, and grandfather, 
and the dear little coufins. — ^This prank encourag- 
ed him very much ; for he thought that now he 
bad certainly efcaped without any bad confe- 
quences : fo he went on, applauding his own in- 
genuity, and came to a green, where feveral little 
boys were at play. He defired leave to play with 
them, which they allowed him to do. But he 
could not be contented long, without exerting his 
evil difpofition ; fo taking an opportunity when it 
was bis turn to fling the ball, inftead of flinging it 

E3 ihe 


^ I 


79 tHB HISTORY Of 

the way &e ougfab|B|||^ve done, he threw it mto » 
deep muddy ditcnHK little boys ran in a great 
kurry.to fee what was become of it, acid; as they 
were ftanding all together upon the brink, he gave 
^e outermoft boy a violent pufk agatnfl hi» aeigh-^ 
boiir; he, not being able to refift the violence, 
tumbled againft the next, that nextagainfi another,, 
. by which means they all foufed mto the ditch to- 
gether. They fooa fcrambled^ out, although in a 
4irty pHght, and were going to have punifhed hiofi 
for his ill behaviour; but he patted Tiger upon 
tb^ back, who began fnarling and growling infuch 
a manner as made them defift.' Thus this little mif- 
cbicvousboy efcapeda fecond time with impunity. 
The next thitig that he met with was a poof 
]ick-afs feeding very quietly in a ditch. Thd 
iktte boy» feeing that nobody was within fight, 
thought -ihit was an opportunity of plaguing an 
animaJ, that was not to be loft; fo he went and 
cut a large bunch of thorns, which be contrived 
to fix to the poor beaft's tail, and then fetting 
Tiger iit hinit he was extremely diverted to iee the 
£rigi»t and agony the creature was in. But it did 
not fmm fo well with Tiger, who, while he was 
haying and biting the animal's heels^ received fa 
fisvereskiek upon his head* a& laidliim dead upon 
the fpot. The boy, who had no affefiion for his 
dog, left him wkh the greateft unconcern, when 
be faw what had bappeued, and, finding himfelf 
Imi^ry, lat down by the way fide to eat his dinner^ 

He 


Mie. had not beeii' long th^^fe|efore a poor blitxl 
matn came groping* his vray^l^witfa a couple of 
flicks, fiood' morning, to you, ^tkr^ faid the 
boy ;. prdy did you' fee a little girl come this road^ 
with a baik^ of egg»> upon her head, drefled in a 
green gown,- with affcaw hat< upon her head ? God- 
blefs yott»'Siafler,.faid tMe beg^r, I am fo blind that 
i can fee nothing either in heaven above, or on the 
earth below v- 1 have been blind thefe twenty yc»rSt 
amd they call me poor, oldi blind Richard* Thougb 
fhfs poor man was fttch an^ objed of charity and 
eompaflion, yet the little bey determined as ufnal 
CD play htm fome trick ^: and as he was a great liar 
dnd deceiver, he fpoke to him thus t ** Poor, oi4 
Itichatd L 1 am heartily forry for you witli all my 
Beart r t am |uff eating my breakfallV and if you 
wrll fit down by me, I wiH give fc/a past. jind ftedT 
you myfel^ Thank you- with alt my fceait* faidl 
the poor manv and if you will giv^eiM yoar h^d, 
J wiH fit by you with great picafure, my dear, 
^ood little mailer I The little boy then gave hin^ 
his hand, and^ pretending to dire£l him, guided 
him to fit down in a Large heap ot wet dung that 
iay hyf! the road. fide. There, faid be, now you aM 
nicely feated, and I will' feed youf fo taking a itt« 
tie In his fingers, he was going td put k into db€f 
blind man's mouth. But the man, who now pet« 
ceited the tricl^ that had been played him, made a 
fudden fnap at his fingers, and getting them be« 
tween his teeth, bit them (b feyerely, that, the 
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wicked boy roarec^^k for mercy, and promifed 
never more to be ^i^ of fuch wickednefs. At 
Ijeift, the blind man, after he had put hitn to very 
feVere pain, confented to let him go, faying as he 
went, Are you not afhamed, you little fcoundrel* 
to attempt to do hurt to thofe who have never in- 
jured you, and to want to add to the fufferings of 
thofe who are already fufficiently miferable? A1- 
^ though you efcape now, be affured, that, if you do 
iiot repent and mend your manners, you will meet 
with a fevere puni(hment for your bad behaviour. 

One would think, that this panifliment fliould 
have cured him entirely of this mifchievous difpo«^ 
fition, but, unfortunately, nothing is fo difficult to 
ovisrcome as bad habits that have be^n long in* 
dulged. He. had not gone far before he faw a 
lame beggar that juft made a ihift to {upport him«^ 
ficif by the means of a couple of flicks. The 
beggar ^iked faim to give him fomething, and the 
little mifchievous boy, pulling out his fixpence^ 
threSbv it down juft betore him, as if he intended ta 
ina(Le him a prefent of it ; but while the.poor^roan 
was Hooping with difficulty to pick it up, this 
vicked little boy knocked the (lick away, by which 
means the beggar* fell down upon his face, and^ 
Iben foatcbing up the fixpence, he ran away iaugh«. 
ing very heartily at the accident. 

This was the laft trick this little ungracious boy 
had it in his power to play ; for feeing two men 
come up to the beggar, and enter into difcourfe 
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vith him, he was afraid of^|uig purfued, and 
.therefore ran as faft as he \MliKbie over feyeral 
field$. At laft he came into a lane^hich led to a 
farmer's orchard, and as he was preparing to 
clamber over the fence, a large dog feizcd him by 
the legs «(Qd held him fall. ^ He cried out in aiv 
agony of terror, which brought the farmer out« 
who called the. dog off, but feized him very rough- 
ly, faying, So ! fir, you are caught at laft, are you? 
You thought you might, come day after, day and 
deal my apples^ without dete6lion ; but it feeifis* 
you are miflaken, and now you (hall receive the 
punilhment you have fo long deferved. The 
farmer then began to chaflire Jiim very feyerely 
with a whip he had in his hand, and the boy jn vain 
protefted he was innocent, and begged for mercy* 
At laft the farmer aftced him who he was, and 
where he lived, but when he had heard his name» 
he cried out. What are you the little rafcai that 
frightened my Qieep this morning, by which meai}$ 
fevefal of them are loft? '-and do you think la 
efcape P-r-Saying this, he laQiedhim more Jeverely^ 
than before,. in fpite of all his cfies and prx>tefta« 
tions. At length, thinking he had puniftied him 
enough; he turnjsd him out of the orchard, b^de 

him go home, an^ frighten flieep again if he liked 

» , ' '» 

the confequences* . The little hoy flu|ik aw4)f, 
crying very bitterly, for he bad been very fevefe-, 
ly beaten^ and now began to find, that ixapne can 
Ipsg hurt others with impujpity : fp.he det^nxinod 
p ^6 >o 
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16 go quietly hotn|||MiTd behave better for tlie fcr- 
ture» But his fu^mngs were not yet at an end ;. 
lor aft he jumped down from a ftile^ he felt him* 
felf very roughly feized, and, looking up, foua^ 
that he wa» m the power of the lame beggar whonv 
he had thrown* upon his faee» It was ii^ vain that 
he now cried, entreated, and begged parent the* 
man^ who had been much bust by his fail, thrafted 
bim vety feverely with his flick, before he wouldl 
part with him. He now again went onv cryinj^ 
and roaring with pain,. But at leaft e?ftpe£led to* 
efcape without farther damage. But here he was^ 
mifiaken-; fof as be was walking flowly through » 
lane, juft as he turned a corner, be found himfelF 
in the middle of the very troop of boys that he 
had ufed fo i^li in tbe mornings They all fet up» 
a lho«it as foon as they faw their enemy in theiV 
power without his dog, and began perfecuting him^ 
in a thoufand various ways. Some pulled him by 
iht hair, others pinched him;, fome whipped hia^ 
t^wilfa their handkerchiefs, while others covered 
IHiH with handfii^h of dirt.. In^ vain did he attempt 
to efcape^ they wece fiill at bis heels, and^ fiTt- 
rounding him on every fide, continued their per- 
fecudons* At length, while he was in this dtf« 
agreeable fituation, he happened to' come up to the 
(ame jack-afs he bad feen in the noorning, and 
making a fudden f]3ring, j,amped upon his back» 
lioping by thefe means to efeape. The boys im« 
^pediatelytenewed their ihouts» and the afs, who 
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was frightened at the noife,^ ^|ran gallopping with 
all his might, and prefentl^Dore faitn from the 
reach of his enemies. But He had little reafon to 
rejoice at this efcape ; for he found it irapoffible 
to flop the animal, and was every infiant afraid of 
being thrown off, and dafhed upon the ground. 
After he had been thus hufried along a confider* 
able time, the afs on a fudden ilopped (bort at the 
door of a cottage, and began kicking and prancing 
with fo much fury, that the little boy was prefent-* 
ly thrown to the ground, and broke his leg in the 
f^lL liis' cries immediately brought the family 
iKit, among, whom was the very little girl he had 
ufed fo iU in the morning. But Qie, with the 
greateft'good^nature,. feeing him in fuch a ^iable 
fituaiion, a{^{ilBd^ in.^ bMringing him in^ and laying 
him upon the bed^. 'Shere this Unfortunate boy 
teid leifure to fecoilefl'^ bimfelfi. and reflffl upon 
hi* own bad. behaviour,. wl^^tGix. in one day's time 
had expofed him to fuch a variety^ of.misfoitunes % 
and he determined with gteat^ fiucerity,^^ that* if 
ever be recovered from his prdfenMsicoident, be 
would be as careful to take every op^oHunity of 
doing good^ as he had bef of e beexv to conunit ever^ 
^>ecies ofmifchief. 


When the ftpry was- ended. Tommy (aid it was* 
very furprifing.to fee how diflbrently thejwo little 
fcoy< fared. The one little- boy was^ood^natured, 
and therefore every thing he met became bia fnend, 
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and aflifted him in return: tlie other, who was ill- 
natured, made evei^hing his enemy^ and there- 

• fore he met with nothing but misfortunes and vex* 

* at ions, and nobody Teemed to feel any compaiTion 
for him, excepting the poor little girl that adifted 
him at laft, which was very kind indeed of her, 
confidering how ill {he had been ufed. That is 
very true, indeed, faid Mr. Barlow : nobody is 
loved in this world, unlefs he loves others and 
does good to them ; and nobody can tell but one 
time or other he may want the afliftance of the 
meaneft and lowed. Therefore every fenfible man 
will behave well to every thing around him; he 
will behave well, becaufe it is his duty to do it, 
becaufe every benevolent perfon feels the grealeft 
plcafure in doing good, and even becaufe it is his 
own ihtereil to make as many friends as poflible, 
Jlo one can tell, however fecure bis prefent fitu* 
ation may appear, how foon it may alter, and he 
may hav« occafion for the compaflion of thofe who 
are.now infinitely below him. I could ihew you 
a flory to that purpofe, but you have read enough, 
and therefore you muft now go out and ufe fome. 
excrcife. Oh ! pray, fir, faid Tommy, do let me 
hear the fiory. I think I could now read for ever, 
without b^ing tired. No, faid Mr. Barlow; every 
ihing has its turn. To-morrow you (hall read, 
but now we muft work irf the garden. Then pray,- 
fir, faid Tommy, may I a& a favour of you ? 
Surely, anfwered Mr. Barlow : if it is proper for 

you 
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you to have, there is nothing can give me a greater 
pleafure than to grant it. Why then, faid Tommy, 
I have been thinking that a man fliould know how 
to do every thing in this world. Mr. B. Very 
right : the more knowledge he acquires the better. 
T. And therf.fore Harry and I are going to build 
a houfe. Mr. B. To build a houfe! — Well, and 
have you laid in a fufficient quantity of brick and ' 
mortar ? No, no, faid Tommy fmiling, Harry and 
I can build houfes without -brick and mortar, 
Mr. B. What are they to be made of then, cards ? 
Dear fir, anfwered Tommy, do you think we are 
fuch little children as to want card-houfes ? No, 
we are going to build real houfes, fit for people to 
live in. And then you know if ever we fliould 
be thrown upon a defert coafl^ as the poor men 
were, we fliall be able to fupply ourfclvcs with ne* 
ceffaries, till fome fliip comes to take us away. 
Mr. B« And if no fiiip ihould come, what then ? 
T. Why then we muft ftay there all our lives, I 
am afraid. Mr. B. If you wi(h to prepare your* 
felf againft that event, I think you are much in the 
right, for nobody knows what may happen to him 
in this world. What is it then you want, to make 
your houfe? T. The firft thing we want, fir, is 
wood, and a haichet. Mr. B. Wood you ihail 
have in plenty ;-— but did you ever ufe a hatchet ? 
T. No» fir. Mr. B. Then I am afraid to let you 
have oneibecaufe it is a very dangerous kind of tool ; 
and if you are not expert, in the ufe of it, you may 
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wcMHid yourfcif fevcrcly. But if you will let me 
(now what you w«int, I, wha siin more firong an<^ 
expert, wiU take the hatchet and cut dbwn the* 
wood for you* Thank, you, fir, faid* Tommy ;. 
you are very good' to me indeed. — And away 
Harry and he ran to thedopfe at the bottom of the 
garden.. Mi?. Barlow went to work, and prefent- 
ly, by Harry'is dire^tionj cut down feveral poles- 
about as thick as^ a man's wri ft,, and about eighr 
feet long : thefehe (harpened at the end, in order 
feo run into the ground;, and fo eager were the two* 
Imie boys at the bufinefe) that in a* very (hontime 
they had tranfported there all to the bottom of the 
garden^ and Tommy entirely forgot he was a gen^- 
tleman, and worked with the greateft eagernefs*. 
Now, faid Mr. Barlow, where will you fix your 
Itottfe ? Here, anfwered Tommy, I think, juft af 
the bottoRkof ihisf hill, becauie it will be warm and^ 
fl^ltered* So H^rpy took the ftakes, and began to« 
tfiruft them into the ground' at about the diilance - 
ef afoot;, and. in this manner be inolofed a bit o€ 
ground which wat about tex»r feet^ long and eight' 
feet wide^ leaving, au opening in the middle, of- 
three feet wide^ for a door. After this was done,, 
ihey gathered up the brufh- wood that was "cut off*, 
and by Harry's dire^ion they interwove it between 
the poles, in fuch a manner .as to form a compafl 
kind of fence. This labour, as may be iiDagined,> 
took them up feveral days : however, they worked 
at it very bard every day, and every day the work 

advanced, 


$iS^mc^\ vrfaich filled Tommy's h^it vntii fo* 
mucli pleafuFr^ that li« diought htm&lf tbe happieft 
fittle hoy in the univerfe;- 

But this- emplayment di^not make Tommjr un-^ 
mindful of the^ftory ^ich MH). Ibfiovii bad pro* 
■»rfeil him ;. k wa^ lO' this fwrfoie :: « 

The Stort ob the Gra^tepul Turk. 

It 19 too* niu«li co be Jamented that diiferent na^^ 
tiont feequetitl^ make bloody wars with each 
others and wheit they take any of theii' enemio» 
prifonevs^ ii^fteadf of »firng them wetl,. and reftoring 
them to liberty,, ihey confine them m pFifons> cmp 
fieil them as flares.. The enmity that there haj 
eften been between meny of the Italian ikates, par^ 
ticularly the Venetians and the Turks, is fuffi- 
ciently known, it once happened tliat a Venetian 
ftip had taken many ot the Turks prifoners, and, 
according to Ihe bacbafous cuftoms I have men- 
tioned,, thefe unhappy men had been, fold to dif« 
ferent pcrfons in the city. By accident one of tbe 
Saves lived oppofite to the houfcr of a rich Vene- 
tian^ who had an only fon, of about tlie age o£ 
twelve years. It happened that this little boy ufed 
frequently to ftop as he paflfed near Hamet, for 
that was the name of the Uave, and gaze at him 
very attentively; Hamet, who remarked in tbe 
#ace of the child the appearance of good^nature 
and campaffion, ufed always to falule him with ih^ 
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greateft courtefy, and teftified the gfeateft pleafute 
in his ^company. At length the little boy took, 
fuch a fancy to the Save, that he u fed to vilit him 
feveral times in the day, and brought him fuch lit* 
tie prefents as he had it in his power to make, and 
which he thought would be of ufc to his friend* 
But though Hamet feemed always to take the 
greateft delight in the innocent carefles of his little 
^friend, yet the child could not help remarking that 
Hamet was frequently extremely forrowful, and 
he often furprifed him on a fudden, when tears 
were trickling down his face, although he did his 
utmoft to conceal them. The little boy was at 
length To much afife£led with the repetition of this 
fight, that he fpoke of it to his father, and begged 
fain), if he had it i« his power, to make poor 
Haofet happy. The father, who was extremely 
fond of his Ton, and befides had obferved that he 
feldom requefted any thing which was not generous 
and humane, determined to fee the Turk himfelf, 
and talk to him. Accordingly he went to.hlm the 
next day, and obferving him for fome time in 
filence, was itruck with the extraordinary appe^- 
ance of oaildnefs and honeily which his cpunte* 
liaince difcovered. At length he faid to him. Are 
you that Hamet pf whom. my fon is fo fond, and 
of whofe gentlenefs and courtefy I have fo pften 
heard him talk ? Yes, faid the Turk, I am that un<» 
fortunate Hamet, who have now been for three 
years a captive : diu:ing that fpace of time, your 

fon 
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Con, if yoQ are his father, is the only human being 
that feems to have felt any compaflion for my fuf- 
ferings ; therefore, I muft confefs, he is the only 
obje6l to which' I ant attached in this barbarous, 
country ; and night and morning I pray that Power^ 
who is equally the God of Turks and Chriftiandt 
to grant him every bleflin'g he deferves, and td 
preferve him from all the miferies I fuffer. In- 
deed, Hamet, faid the merchaot, he is much oblig* 
ed to you, although from hii prefent circumftances, 
he does not appear much expofed to -dangen But 
tell me, for I wifli to do yoti good, in what <?an I 
ai&ft you? for my fon informs me that you are the 
prey of continual regret and forrow. Is it won* 
derful, anfwered the Turk, with a glow of gene«. 
rou9 indignation thatfuddenly^aniniated bisxoun* 
t^iafic^i is it wonderful that I fliould pinte iti 
filence, 4nd mourn my fate, who am bereft of tht 
Srft and nobleft prefent of nature^ my liberty ?: 
And y«t, anfwered the Venetian, how many thou* 
£ands of our nation do yo^ retain in fetters ? I am 
not anfwerable, (aid the Turk, for the cruelty <^f 
my countrymen, more than you are for the barba« 
rity of yours, . But as to myfelf, 1 have never 
praflifed the inhuman cuftom of enflaving my feU 
low-creatures; I have never fpoiled Venetian mer- 
chants of their property to' increafe my riches ; I 
have always refpe£led the rights of nature, and 
therefore it is the more fevere.— — Here a tear 
fiarted from his eye, and wetted his manly cheek : 

inftantly, 
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Qi&uitlyv- fioirever^. he recollefkd hiiufizlf, anJ^ 
folding: his arms' upoR hi^befbfiir and geiitly bow^ 
ing his liead,.be added, Sbd^is good; and man mu^l^ 
fiibmit to liis decree«v 'Fhe ¥flnatian was afi^ifteds 
with this appearance of tmnlyL fortitude,- and faid,. 
Hamet,. I pity« yoar< fuflferings^and^may ptrhaps be 
afble to reikve tfaem^ Wbai? would you do- lo re-^ 
gain your libarty ? What would' i do !* anfweredi^ 
Mamet ; by the eterftal majtfiy of Haa«e<i>^ J wouldii 
•onfront evei;^ paiita^d danger thai can appal the* 
bewrt< of man* May, anfwiered thefnerehant, your 
Witt not.be expofed^ to f^ch a trial* 7he inean«« 
4(' yoiir deUveranoe are oertainr provided youitr 
courage does^ not belie your appearance* Name- 
iheml n^me tfaem^! cried the impatient Hamet;. 
p}aeed%ath ttefefe- mr in t^pry^inmHtlllvpts weiSX 
if I ftf i|ik*-*Pafiencey aniWere^ At nief chfltnii wt- 
9M be obfenned. &ut hot* tte auenliw^iyr-*!^ 
have f n*ihii( city an inntetevaie^ fee, ^ot ba> heaped; 
npon me every i^ijury which can moft hltterlj^ 
fling the heart of num.. This- man is>brave as he 19 
haughty, and T muft ci^fefi^that the^ dfead of his'^ 
ftrength and valour has hitherto d^erred;^me firom 
refeming his infults as they ^ferve. Now^ Hamet^. 
your look, you* form,, your words, convince me 
that you are born for nianly daring* Take thi»- 
dagger — as foon as the (hade* of night involve- the 
eity, I will myfelf conduft you to the place, where 
you may at once revenge your friend; and regaiu- 
your freedom*— At this progofal,f corn and ftame 

fiafhed 
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laOi^d fmm the kifi41iagieyc of Hamet, aad paffiea 
Cor a c(mMerAh\t time dfiprtvft4 him of the po«iir«r 
of utten^oce ; a£ length he lifted his arm as high a» 
hi$ ehattts would permitt and cried with an indig* 
9aot. tea^, Mighty^^rophet; aad are thcfe the 
wretches to which you permit yoni fatihliBl Tota* 
ries to \m enfla^ed ? Go» ba£e Chriftian^ usd know 
that Hamet wt»i»ld not ftoop to the vile trade of an 
aflaiTm, for all the wealth of Venice! noi not ta 
purchal^ the freed(»n of ail his race! At thef# 
words* the merebanty w]ilK>^t feeming much ahaih« 
f d» told bim be was iony he had offended htm-*^ 
bnt that be thought freedom bad been dearer ta 
bim than h« found U was. However* added he* a« 
be mraed his back, yon wilt refleft upon my pco* 
fohH, and perhtqps by to^moniow yon may change 
yopr mind. Hamet difitained «o aiafwer* and^he 
mercbaol we^ bis way. 

The next day* 1v>wever* be returned m eompany^ 
with bis fon, and mildly accofted Hamet thus t 
The abrupt^ndv of the propofal i yefterday mado< 
you* might perfaapa aftomflk you ( tmt I am new* 
come to dtfcporre the matter mor^ calmly with^ 
yon* and I doubt not* when you have heard my 
leafonfr-^ChriAian* inteimpted Hamet*. wHh a fe<-^ 
vere bmt compofed eountenanee* ceafe at length ta. 
infukrthe miferabte wkh propofals more Stacking 
than even thefe chains. If thy religion permits 
iatk a^s as thofe*. know that they are execrably 
nod aboiiiiiiabU tOrih/t foul of every Mahometan :: 

there fuse t. 
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therefore, from this moment let us break off all 
farther intercoiirfe, and be ftrangers to each other* 
No, anfwered the merchant, flinging himfelf into 
the arms of Hamet, let us from this moment be 
more clofely linked than ever! Generous man, 
whofe virtues may at once difarm and enlighteir 
thy eifiemies ! Fondnefs for my fon firft made me 
intere&ed in thy fate ; but from the moment that I 
faw thee yefferday, I determined to fet thee free : 
therefore, pardon me this unneceflary trial of thy 
virtue, which has only raifed thee higher in my 
•ileem. Francifco has a foul which is as averfe to 
deeds of treachery and blood as even Hamet him* 
felf. From this moment, generous man-, thou art 
free ; thy ranfom is already paid, with no other 
^ligation iban that of remembering the affeAion 
of thisiby young and faithful friend t and perhaps,' 
hereafter, when thou feeft an unhappy Cbriflian 
groaning in Turkiih fetters, thy generofity may 
make thee think of Venice. 
» It is impolTible to defcribe the ecftacies of the 
gratitude of Hamet at this unexpe£led deliverance. 
I will not therefore attempt to repeat what he faid 
to his benefaflors : I will only add,, that he was* 
that day fet free ; and Francifco embarked him on 
board a (hip which was going to one of the Grecian 
il}ands, took leave of him with the greateft tender* 
nefs, and forced him to accept a purfe of gold to 
pay his expences. Nor Was it without the greateft 
regret that Hamet parted from his young friend, 

whofe 
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ivhofe difiiUerefted kindnefs had thus produced his 
freedom ; be embraced him with an agony of ten* 
dernefs, wept over him at parting, and prayed for 
every bleffing upon his head. 

It was about fix months after this tranfaQion, 
that a fudden ire barft forth in the houfe of this ge- 
nerous merchant. It was early in the morning, 
when fleep is the moft profound, amd none of the 
family perceived it till almoft the wholie building 
was involved in flames* The frighted fervants had 
juft time to waken the merchant and hurry him 
down ftairs ; and the inftant he was down, the flair- 
cafe itfelf gave way, and funk with a horrid craih 
k into the midft of the fire. But if Francifco con- 
gratulated himfelf for an infiant upon his efcape» 
tt was only to refign himfelf immediately after to 
the moft deep defpair, when he found, upon en- 
quiry, that his fon, who flept in an upper apart- 
ment, had been negle£led in the general tumult, 
and" was yet amidft the flames. No words can 
defcribe the father's agony ; he would have rulhed 
headlong into the fire, but was reftrained by his 
fervants ; he then raved in an agony of grief, and 
ofiered half his fortune to the intrepid man that 
would ri(k his life to fave his child. As Francifco 
yras known to be immenfely rich, feve^al ladders 
were in an inftant raifed, and feveral daring fpirits 
incited by the vaft reward, attempted the adven- ' 
ture. The violence of the flames, however, which 
burft forth at every window, together with the 

ruins . 


^ THE HISTORY <y9 

ruins thait Tell cm trtry fi^ 6rtfvt tbenr all bac^ ; 
4ind the unfortunate youth, who now appesred up* 
4»n f hie battlemeRtSf Aretchnig out his armi, and tm* 
ploring aid, feemed^ he ^efttned to certain de<k 
1ftru£lion* The unhappy Father how loft ail per^ 
<Geption^ and fotik 'down in a fiat'e of tnfenfibility f 
-vrhen^in tHisilpeadful mom eAt of general (ufpenfft 
and agongr^ 4k laawi rufiied through the opening 
<:rowd, mounted the (alteft of the ladders, with an 
intrepidity that fliowed bt was refolved to fucceed 
•or perifliy and inflantly difappeared. A fudden guft 
of frhoke and flame borft forth immediately after« 
whidh made the people imagine he was loft ; when 
on a fudden, they beheld him emerge again with 
^he child iA hit arms, and defcend the ladder with* 
out any material damage. An univerfa! fliout of 
•applaufe now refounded to the fkies; but what 
words can give an adequate idea of the father's 
feelings, when, upon recovering his fenfes, he 
found his darlifig miraculoufly preferved, and fafe 
within bis arms ? After the fir ft effufions of his* 
tendernefs wefe over, he afked for bis deliverer^ 
and was Ihown a man of a noble ftature, but dreflbcf 
in mean attire, and his features were fo begriitimed 
with fmoke and filth, that it was impoflible to d\U 
tinguifli them* Francifco, however, accofted him 
with courtefy, and prefenting him with a purfe of 
gold, begged be would accept of that for the pre- 
fentf -and that the next day he lh()uld receive to 
the utmoil of bis promifed reward* No, aniwered 

the 
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Hhe flrafigef, generous merchant^ I do riot fell my 
4)IoO(I. Gracious he^veins! triddtheineFolfaiitifuref 
iOiould knowihai ¥6iceJ-*Iti6— Ye&» ex^lainled the 
doQ. throwing hiihfelf mt« lAearms of bn delivered 
it is my Hamet.1 it was indeed Hartietwho Rood 
^fore ihfm.i ilt ihe £iiae mean attipe which he had 
■vorti fix raoB^^ before« wbea firft the generofit^ 
»of the merchant had redeemed htm ftom flaverjr* 
J^Tothing <cotild equal theaftontfliment and gratitude 
of Fx^ancifcd { but U they were thei} futf^oullded 
-fay ft large concoDrfe of |)ieopley be de%ed Hamot 
<Q go wiib him to the houfe of one of his friendly 
and VfheA they were alone be embraced bitn ten- 
•derly, and a&ed by what extraordinary chance lie 
bad thus hocA enflaved a fecond titfte ; adding a 
•kind reproach for his not infolding him of hi« 
•captivity.. I bleCs God for that -captivity, anfwer- 
^d Hamet, fince it has given me aii opportunity of 
ihowing that I was not altogether undeferving of 
-your kindneft, and of preferving the life of> that 
'dear youths that I value a tbouiand times be* 
yond my own. But it is now fit that my generous, 
patron tfliowld be; informed ^ the whole truth, 
Know tben, that when the tinfofitunate H^unet was 
ftidLcn by ybuor galleys, bis aged father ^filared his 
captivity.: it was his fatewluoh to often made me 
Aed thofe tears which firit attrafled the tiotice of 
^our fon.; and when your unexam^ed bounty bad 
fet me free, I flew to find the Cbriflian that had 
puttbafed him. I rejpsefented to him that I was 

young 
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young and vigorous, while he was aged and infirm : 
I added too the gold which I had received from 
your bounty ; in a word, 1 prevailed upon the 
Chriftian to fend back my father in that fliip which 
was intended for me, without acquainting him with 
the means of his freedom— fince that time I have 
flaid4iere to difcharge the debt of nature and gra« 
^tude, a filling (lave. 

\ 
At this p)irt of the ftory, Harry, who had with 
difficulty^firainedhimfelf before, burftinto fuch 
a fit of crying, and Tommy himfelf was fomuchaf- 
fe3ed, that Mr. Barlow told them they had better 
' leave oflF for the prefent, and go to* fome other em- 
ployment. They, therefore, went into the garden 
to refume the labour of their houfe, but found, to 
their unfpeakable regret, that, during their abfence, 
an accident had happened which had entirely de- 
ftroyed.all their labours. A violent ftorm of wind 
and rain had rifen that morning, which, blowing 
full againft the walls of their newly-con ftrufted 
houfe, had levelled it with the ground. Tommy 
could fcarcely refrain from crying when he faw 
the ruins lying around ; but Harry, who bore the 
lofs with more compofure, told him not to mind 
it, for it could be eafily repaired, and they would 
build it ftronger the next time, Harry then went 
Hp to the fpot, and, after examining it forae time, 
toid Tommy that he believed he had found out the 
reafon of their misfortune. What is it, faid Tom- 
my? 
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my ? Why, faid Harry, it is only becaufe we did 
not drive thefe flakes, which are to b^ar the whole 
weight of our houfe^ far enough into the ground ; 
and therefore, when the wind blew againft the flat 
fide of it with fo much violence, it could not re- * 
fift. And now I remember to have feen the work- 
men, when they begin a building, dig a confider- 
able way into^ the ground, to lay the foundation 
fafl ;. and 1 fliould think, that if we drove thefe 
flakes a great way into the groundi it would pro- 
duce the fame effeft, and we Diould have nothing 
to fear from any future ftorms. Mr. Barlow then 
came into the garden, and the two boys flibwed ' 
him their misfortunCj and alked him whether he* 
did not think that driving the flakes farther in 
would prevent fuch an accident for the future ? 
Mr- Barlow told them, he thought it would ; and 
that, as they were too fliort to reach to- the top of 
the flakes, he would aflift them^ He then went 
and brought a wooden mallet, with which he ftruck 
the top of the flakes, and drove fhem fo faft into 
the ground, that there was no longer any danger a? 
their being fliaken by the weather. Harry and 
Tommy then applied themfelves with fo much.af- 
(iduity to their work, that they in a very fliort time 
haid repaired all the damage, and advanced it as far 
as it had been before. The next thing that was 
neceflary to be -done, was putting on a roof; for'* 
hitherto they had'conflrufted nothing but the walls. 
For this purpofe tjhey took feveral other long poles, 

f which 
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, which they laid acrofs their hutlding where it was 

, narroweil ; and upon thefe : th^y . placed ilcaw in 

, cpnfiderable qqantities, fo that hqw th<^y < imaeioed 

. they had conftru£led a houfethat would completely 

fcreen them from the. weathcn But in this, unfor* 

tunately, they were .again miftaken; for a violent 

fliower of rain coming; j uft ,as they had finiihed their 

building, they took jDbeiter under it, and remarked 

for fome time, with infinite pleafur^, how dry and 

comfortsible it kept them.; but at laft the draw 

that covered it being . completely foaked. through, 

.and the water halving no vent to. run off^ by reafon 

of the flatnefs of the rpof, the rain began to pene* 

trate in confiderable quantities. ,For fome time 

Harry and Tommy bore the inconveniency ; but 

it increafed fo much, that they w^re.foon obliged 

to yield to it, apd feek fpr (belter in tbeboufc* 

When they were thus fecured, th^y began again to 

confider the aifi^ir of the houfe, and Tommy {aid* 

that it furely muft be becaufe they had not put 

Araw enough upon it. No, faid Harry, I think 

.that cannot be the reafon ; I rather imagine that it 

mt^.l^e owing to our roof lying fo flat : for I have 

obji^ved, that all houfes that I have ever feen have 

their^Fppfs \jfi a flielving pofture, by which means 

the wet continually runs off from them, and falls 

to the ground; ^vl^ereas, ours being quite flat, de* 

.fs^iied almoft all the, rain that fell upon it, which 

muft n^ceffarily fo^k deeper and deeper into the 

ftrawy till it penetrated quite through. They there- 

fore 
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fore agreed to remedy this defe£l ; and for this pur- 
pofethey took fcveral poles of an fecfuai' length, 
the one end of whieh they faft^ned to thie fide of 
their houfe, and let the other two ends meet in the 
middle, by which means they formed a roof, ex* 
a£lly like th^t which we commonly fee upon build* 
ings- They alfo took feveral other poles, which 
they tied acrofs the others, to keep them firm in 
their places, and give the roof additional ilrength. 
And, laftly, they covered the whole with ftraw or 
ihateb;' and for fear the thatch fliould be blown 
away« they'ftuck feveral pegs in different places, 
and put fmall pieces of ftick crofs-wife from peg 
to peg, to keep the. ftraw in its place. When this 
was done, they found they had a very tolerable 
houfe ; only the fides, being formed of bruihwood 
alone, did not fufficiently exclude the wind. To 
remedy this inconvenience, Harry, who was chief 
archite3, procured fome clay ; and mixing it up 
with water to render it fufficiently foft, he daubed 
it all over the walls, both within and without, by 
which means the wind was excluded, and the houfe 
rendered much warmer than before. — Some time 
had now elapfed fince the feeds of the wheat were 
fown, and they began to flioot fo vigoroufly, that 
the blade of the corn appeared green above the 
gireund,' and increafed every day in ftrength. 
Tommy went to look at it every morning, and re- 
marked its gradual increafe with the greateft fatis. 
faflion. Now, faid he to Harry, 1 think we fhould 

F 2 foon ^ 
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foon be able to live, if we were upon a defe/t ifland. 
Here is a houfe to Qielter us from the. weatber, and , 
Vie fliall foon have fome corn for faod. Yes, an- 
fwered Harry, but there are a great many things ftill 
wanting to Pliable, us to make bread. 

Mr. tBarlow had a very large garden, and an 
orchard full of the fineft fruit-trees: and he had . 
another bit of ground where he ufed to fow feeds 
in order to raife trees ; and then they, were carer 
fully planted out in beds, till they were big enough 
to be moved into the orchard, and produce- frt^it. 
Tommy had often eaten of the fruit of the.orchard^ 
and thought it delicious ; and this led him to think 
that it would be a great improvement to their houfe, 
if he had a few trees which he rnight fet near it, 
and which would flielter it from the fun, and h^r^- 
after produce fruit : fo he defired Mr. Barlow 
to give him n, couple of trees, and Mr. Barlow 
told him to go into the nurfery, and take his 
choice. Accordingly Tomnjy went, and chofe 
out two of the llrongeft looking trees he c;ould 
findy which, with Harry's affiftance, he tranfplanted 
into the garden in the following manner : They 
both took their fpades, and very carefully dug the 
trees up without injuring their roots. Then they 
dug two large holes in the place where they chofe 
the tre^s (hould flaud, and very carefully br^ke 
the cartR tp pieces, that it might lie Ijght upon the 
roots ; then the tree was placed in the middle of 
the hole, and Tommy held it upright, while Harry 


\ 
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gently threw the earth o\^er the roots, which he trod 
down with his feet, in order to cover them well : 
laftly; he ftuck a large flake in the ground, and tied 

» 

the tree to it, from the fear that the wintry wind 
itlight injure it, or perhaps entirely blow it out of 
the ground. Nor did they bound their attention 
here. Therfe Weis a little fpring of water which 
bur ft forth from the up|)er ground in the garden, 
and ran down the fide of the hill in a fmall ftream. 
Harry and Tommy laboured very hard for feveral 
days to^ form= a new channel, to lead the water near 
the roots of their' trees ; for it happened to "be hot 
and dry weather, and they feared their trees might' 
perifti from the want of moifture. 
' It happened aboilt this time, that Tommy arid 
Harry rofe early one morning, and went to take' a 
long walk before breakfaft, as they ufed frequently 
to do-: they rambled fo • far, that at laft they both 
fouhd themfelves tired, and fat down under a 
hedge to reft. While they were here, a very clean 
and decently-dreft woman pafTed by, who feeing 
two little. boys fitting by themfelves, ftopped to 
look at them\; and after confidering them atteh- 
.tively, flie faid, You feem, my little dears, to tfe 
either tired, or to ha^e loft your* way^. No, faid 
Harry, madam, we have hot loft our*way ; but we 
have walked f^rtljcr than ufual thiis morning, and 
we* wait here a little- while to reft ourfelves. V/ell, 
£aid the woman, if you will comfe into my little 
ho^fe that you fee a^ few yards farther on, you mty 

F 3 fit 
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fit .more comfortably ; and as my daughter has by 
this time milked the cows, (he ^fliall give you a 
mefs of bread and milk. Tommy, who was by 
this time extremely hungry as well as tired, told 
Harry that he (hould like to accept the good wo- 
man's invitation ; fo they both followed her to a 
fmall but clean-looking farm-houfe which flood at 
a little diftance. Here they entered a very clean 
kitchen, furniftied with plain but convenient fur- 
niture, and were defired to fit down by a warm and 
comfortable fire, which was made of turf. Tom- 
niy, who had never feen fuch a fire, could not help 

. enquiring about it : and the good woman told htm, 
that poor people like her, w:ere unable to purchafe 
coals ; therefore, faid^ (he, we go and pare the fur- 
face of the commons, which is full of grafs, and 
heath, and other vegetables, together with their 
roots all matted together ; thefe we dry in fmall 

. pieces, by leaving them expofed to the furomcr's 
fun, and then we bring them home and put them 
under the cover of a flied, and ufe them for our 
fires. But, faid Tommy, I (hould think that you 
would hardly have fire enough by thefe means to 

,drefs your dinner ; for 1 have by accident been in 
fny father's kitchen when they were drefliog the 
dinner, and^I ifaw a fire that blazed up to the very 
top of the chimney. The poor^ woman fmiled at 
thi^, and faid. Your father^ I fuppofe, mafler, is 
fome rich man that has a great deal of vifiuals to 
drefs; but we poor people muft' be more cafily 

contented. 
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ctn)ittoted. Wfayi faid Tommy, you mud at leaft 
Want to r<Aift meat every day. No, faid the poor 
Woman, we feldom fee roaft meat in our houfe y 
b\it we are very well contented if we can get a bit of 
fit pork every dayi boiled in a pot with turnips : 
and we blefs God that we fsire fo well ; for there 
are many poor fouls, that are as good as we, that 
can fcarcely get a morfel of dry bread. As they 
were converfing in this manner, Tommy happened • 
to cad his eyes on one fide, and faw a room that 
Was almoin filled with apples. Pray, faid he, what 
can you do with all thefe apples ? I fliould think 
you would never be able to eat them, though you 
were to eat nothing elfe. That is very true, faid 
the woman ; but we make cyder of them. What, 
cried Tommy, are you able to make that fweet, 
pleafant liquor that they call cyder, and is it made 
of apples ? The woman. Yes, indeed it is. Tom- 
my. And pray how is it made ?^ The woman. 
We take the apples when they are ripe, and fqueeze 
them in a machine we have for that purpofe. Then 
we take this pulp and put it Mito large hair bags, 
wbrch we prefs tp a great prefs, till ail the juice 
runs out. Tommy. And is thi^ juice cyder ? 
The woman. You fiiall tafle, little mailer, as you 
feem fo curious. She then' led bim into another 
room, where there was atgreat tub full of the juice 
of apples, and taking fame up in a cup, fiie defired 
bim to talle whether it was cyder. Tommy tailed, 
and faid it was very fweet and plealafit, butDoc 

F 4 cyder. 
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' cycler. Well, faid the woman, let us try another 
cafk. She then took fome liquor oiit of another 
barrel, which (he gave him ; and Tommy, when he 
had tailed it, faid that it really was cyder. But 
pray^ faid hfe, what do you do to tlie apple juice to 
make it into cyder? The woman. Nothing atalK 
Tommy* How then fhould it become cyder ? for 
I am fure what you gave tne firft is not cyder. 
The woman* Why, we put the juice into a large 
cafk, and let it fland in fome warm place, where it 
foon begins to ferment. Tommy. Ferment ? pray ' 
what is that ? The woman.' You fhali fee. She 
then (ho wed him another caflc, and bid him obferve 
the liquor that was in it. This he did, and faw it 
was covered all over with a thick fcum and froth. 
Tommy. And is this what you call fermentation ? 
The woman. Yes'mafter. Tommy. A^d what is 
the reafon of it ? The woman. That I do not know 
indeed ; but when we have preffed the juice out, 
as I told you, we put it into a cafk, and let it ftand 
in fome warm place, and in a fhort time it bcgihs 
to work or ferment of itfelf, as you fee; and after 
this fermentation has continued fome time, it ac- 
quires the tafVe and properties of cyder; and then 
we draw it off-into calks and fell it, or elfe keep it 

- for our own ufe. And I am told this is the manner in 
which they make wine in other countries. Tommy. 

- What is wine made of apples then ? The woman, 
'No, mailer; wine is made of grapes, bwt they 

fqiieeze-tbe juii:o out and treat it in the fame man* 

ner 
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fier as we do the juice of the apples. Tommy. I 
declare this is very curious indeed. Then cyder 
is nothing but wine made of apples. While they 
were converfing in this manner, a littleclean girl 
came and brought Tommy an earthen porringer 
full of new milk, with a large fliceof brown bread. 
Tommy took it, and ate it with fo' good a relifli 
that he thought he had never made a better break- 
fail in his life. When Harry and he had eaten 
their breakfaft. Tommy told him it was time they 
fhould go home : fo he thanked the good woman 
for her kindnefs, and putting his hand into his 
pocket, pulled out a fhilling, which hedefired her 
to accept. No, God blefs you, my little dear, faid 
the woman ; I will not take a farthing of you for 
the world. What, though my hujfbahd and I are 
poor; yet we are able to get a living by our la- 
bour, and give a mefs of mitk to a traveller, with- 
out hurting ourfelves. Tommy thanked her again, 
and was juft going away, when a couple of furly 
looking men came in, and alked the woman if her 
name was Toffet. Yes, it is, faid the woman ; I 
have never been aftiamed of it. Why then, faid 
one of the men, pulling a paper out of his pocket, 
here is an execution againft you, on- the part of 
Mr. Richard Grufift and if your hufband does not 
inflantly difcharge the debt with intereft and Coils, 
amounting altogether to the fum of thirty-nine 
pounds ten (hillings, we {hall take an inventory of 
all you have, and proceed to fell it by au6lion for 

F 5 difcharge 


lo6 THE HISTORY OP 

difcharge of the debt* Iirfeed, faid the poor wo. 

r 

man, looking a little confufed, this muft certainly 
be a miftake ; for I never heard of Mr. Richard 
Gruff, in all my life, nor do I believe that my huf- 
band owes a farthing in the world, unlefs to his 
landlord ; and I know that he has almoft made up 
half a year's rent for him : fo that I do not think 
he would go to trouble a poor man. No, no, mif- 
trefs, faid the man, (haking his head ; we know eur« 
bufinefs too well to make thefe kind of miilakes : 
but when your huiband comes in we'll talk with 
him ; in the mean time we muil go on with our 
inventory. The two men then went into the next 
room, and, immediately after, a ilout, comely-look- 
ing man, of about the age of forty, came in, and 
aflced if his breakfafl; was ready. Oh ! my 'poor 
dear William, faid the woman, here is a fad break* 
faft for you ; but I think it cannot be true that yoa 
oweimy thing; fo what the fellows told me muil 
be falfe, about Richard Gruff. — At this name the 
man inAantly Aarted, and his countenance, which 
^ff^s before ruddy, became pale as a iheet. Surely, 
faid the woman, it cannot be true that you owe 
forty pounds to Richard Griiff. Alas, anfwered 
the man, I do not know the exa£l fum ; but when 
your brother Peter failed, and his creditors feized 
all that he had» this Richard Gruff was going to 
fend him to a jail, had not I agreed to be bound 
for him» which enabled him to go to fea: he in- 
deed promifed toremijt biswagettome. to .prevent 

my 
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my getting into any trouble upon that account ; 
but you know it is now three years fince he weiit, 
and in all that time we have heard nothing about 
•hira. Then, faid the woman, barfting into tears, 
you and all yonr poor dear children' are Tutned for 
my ungrateful brother ; for here are two bailiffs in 
the houfe, who are come to take pofleilion of all 
you have, and to fell it. At this the man's face 
'became red as fcarlet; and feizing an old tvfotd 
•that hung over the chimney, he cried out. No, it 
fiiall not be-— I will die firft — I will make thefe 
villains know what it is to make honeft men def- 
perate. He then drew the fword, and was going 
out in a fit of madnefs which might have proved 
faul either to himfelf or to the bailiffs ; but his 
"wife flung herfelf upon her knees before him, and, 
catching.hold of his legs, befought him to be more 
compofed. Oh ! forHeaven's fake, faid fhe, ihy dea'r, 
* dear huiband, confider what you are \loing ! You 
can neither do me nor your children any fervice by 
this violence; inftead of that, (houid you be fo 
unfortunate as to kill either of thefe men, would it 
•not be murder ? And would notour lot be a thoti- 
fand times harder than it is at prefent? This re- 
monftrance feemed to bavefome effe3 upon (tie 
farmer: his children too, although too young io 
underfiand the caufe of all this confufion, gathereU 
round him^ and hung about him, fobbing in concept 
with their mother. Little Harry too, although 'a 
Uranger to the poor man before^ yet wift the ten. 
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dereft fympathy took hiin by the hand, and 
:bathed it with his tears. At length, foftened and 
overcome by the forrows of tbpfe he loved fo well, 
and by his own cooler refleftions, he refigned the 
• fatal inftrument, and fat himfelf down upon a 
chair, covering his face with his hands, and only 

faying, The will of God be done! Tommy had 

.beheld this affefting fcene with the greateft atten- 
tion, although he had not faid a word ; and now 
beckoning Harry away, he went filently out of the 
houfe, and took the road which led to Mr. Bar- 
low's. While he was upon the way, he feemed 
to be fo full of tlie fcene which had juft paffed, 
that he did not open his lips ; but when he came 
home, he inftantly went to Mr. Barlow, and defired 
that he would dire6lly fend him to his father's* 
Mr. Barlow dared at the requed, and alked him 
what was the occafion of his being fo fuddenly 
tired with his refidence at the vicarage ? Sir, ah- 
fwered Tommy, I am not the leaft tired, I aflur« 
you ; you have been extremely kind to me, and I 
fliall always remember it with tl^e greateft grati- 
tude ; but I want to fee my father immediately, 
aj;id I am fure, when you come to know the occa- 
i]on,you will not difapprove it. Mr. Barlow did not 
prefshim any farther, but ordered a careful fervant 
to faddle a horfe dire£lly, and take Tommy home 
beforj^ him. Mr. and Mrs. Merton were extremely 
furprifed and overjoyed at the. fight of their fon, 
who thus. uoexpe£l«dly arrived at h<Hne; but 

Tommy, 
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Tommy, whofe mind was full oF the project which 
he had formed, as foon as he had anfwered their 
firft queftions, atcofted* his father thus : Pray, fir, 
will you be angry with me if I aik you for a 
great favour ? No furely, faid Mr. Merton, that I 
will not. Why then, faid Tommy, as I have often 
t heard you fay that you were very rich, and that, if 

^ I was good, I fliould be rich too, will you give me 

fome money. Money, faid Mr. Merton, yes, to be 
fure :. how much do you want ? Why, fir, faid 
Tommy, I want a very large furo, indeed. Per- 
haps a guinea, anfwered Mr. Merton* Tommy. 
No, fir, a great deal more— a great many guineas. 
Mr. Merton. Let us however fee. T. Why, fir, 
I want at leaft forty pounds. God blefs the boy! 
anfwered Mrs. Merton ; furely Mr. Barlow muft 
have taught him to be ten times more extravagant 
than he was before. Tommy. Indeed, madam, 
Mr. Barlow knows nothing about. the matter. But, 
faid Mr. Merton, what can fuch an urchin as you 
want with fuch a large fum of money ? Sir, an- 
fwered Tommy, that is a fecret ; but I am fure, 
yhen you come to hear it, you will approve of the 
ufe I intend tq make of it. Mr. Merton. That I 
very much doubt. But, replied Tommy, fir, if 
you pleafe, you may let me have this money, and 
I will pay you again by degrees. Mr. Merton. 
How will you ever be able to pay me fuch a fum ? 
T. Why, fir, you know you arc fo kind as fre- 
>quently to give me new clothes and pocket money; 

noyr. 
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'now, ffyou will only \tx me have this money, I 
A^ill neither: want new clothes^i^or any thing elfe» 
.till you have made it' up. i Mr.^ Merton. But what 
rcan fuch a ^hirtd as you iwant with all this- money ? 

IT. Pray, fir, wait a few days and you fliall know ; 
And if I make a bad ufe of it, never beHeve me 
again a€ long as I live. Mr. Merton wa» extremely 
Aruck with the earneftnefs with which his Ton per- 
fevered in bis demand ; and as he was both very rich 
and very liberal, he determined to hazard the experi- 

-ment, and comply with his replied. He accordir^Iy 
went and fetched him the money which hea(ked, 
and put it into his hands, telKng him at the fame 
time, that he expe^ed to be made acquainted with 
the ufe he put it to ; and that if he was not fatisfied 

uwith the account, he would never truft him again. 
Tommy appeared in • extactes at the confidence 
which was repofed in him, and after thanking his 

.father for his extraordinary goodnefs, he defired. 
leave to go back again with Mr. Barlow's fervant. 
When he arrived at Mr. Barlow's, his firft care 
was to defire Harry to accompany him again to the 
•farmer's houfe. Thither the two boys went with 

/thegreateft expedition; and, upon their entering 
the houfe, found the unhappy family in the fame 
Situation as before. But Tommy, who had hither- 
to fuppreffed his feelings, finding himfelf now en- 
abled to execute the projeft he had formed, went 
up to the good woman of the houfe, who fat fob- 
bing in a corner of the roem^'and taking her gently 

by 
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• by the hand, faid. My good woiiian,« you were vei?y 

^ kind to me in the morning* and therefore I am de« 
termtned to be kind to, you in return* God blefs 

,you, my little mafterr faid the woman, you were 
very welcome to what you had; but you are not 

, able to do any thing to relieve our diftrefs. Hon^ 
do, you: know that? faid Tommy; perhaps I can 
do. more for you than you imagine* Alas! an* 
fwered the woman, I believe you would do all you 

. could : b^t all our goods will be feized and foldt 
uidefs we can immediately raife the fum of forty 

r pounds ; and that is impoflible, for we have no 

' earthly friend to aflift us : therefore, my poor babes 
and I muft foon be turned out of doors, and God 
alone can keep them from flarving. Tommy's lit- 
tie heart was too much afie£led to keep the woman 
longer in fufpence; therefore pulling out bis bag 
of money, he poured it into her lap, faying, Here, 
my good woman, take this, and pay your deb^s^ 
and God blefs you and your children ! It is im<* 
poilible to cxprefs the furprife of the poor woman 
at the fight ; (he flared wildly round her, and upqn 
her little benefa£lor, and clafping her hands toge« 

/ ther in an agony of gratitude and feeling, (he fell 
ba^k in her chair with a kind of convulfive motion. 
Her huiband, who was in the next room,, feeing 
her in this condition, ran up to her, and catching 
her in bis. arms, afked her, with the greateA tender* 

.aefs, what was the matter : but (he* fprihging on a 
iiuddea fro9i bis eml?«^6S9;t)irQW Iji^rfelfi i^ppn i)er 

knees 
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knees before the little boy, fobbing and blefling 
with a broken, inarticulate voice, embracing hid 
knees, and kiffing his feet. The huiband, who did 
not know what had happened, imagined that his 
wife had loft her fenfes, and the little children that 
had before been fkulking about the room, ran itp 
io their mother, pulling her by the gown, and hid- 
- ing their faces m her bofom. But the woman, ^t 
fight of them, feemed to recolleft herfelf, and cried 

• out, Little wretches, that muft all have been ftarved 
without the afliftance of this little angel, why do 
you not fall down and join with me to worftiip 
him ? At this the hufband faid, Surely, Mary, you 
muft have loft your fenfes. What can this young 
gentleman do for us, or to prevent our wretched 
babes from periling ? Oh ! faid the . woman, 
William, I am not mad, though I appear fo : but 
look here,. William, look what Providence has fent- 
us by the hands of this little angel, and then won- 
der that I- (bould be wild. Saying this, ftie held 
ta'p the money, and at the fight her huft>and looked 
as wild and aftoniftied as flie. But Tommy went 
up to the raan^ and taking him by the hand, faid. 
My good friend, you are very welcome to this;^I 

• freely give it yort, and I hope it will enable you to 
pay what you owe, and to preferve thefe poor Ik- 
tle children. But the man, who had before ap- 
peared to bear his misfortunes with filent dignity, 
now burft into tears, and fobbed like his wife and 
thildveni But Toainiy, who now began to be 

paired 
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pained with this excefs of gratitude, went filently 
out of the houfe, followed by Harry, and before 
the pooi* family perceived what' was become of 
him, was out of fight. 

When he came b^ck. to Mr. Barlow's, that gen- 
tleman received him with the greateft afFeftion ; 
and when he had inquired after the health of Mr* 
and Mrs. Merton, aiked Tommy whether he had 
forgotten the ftory of th^ grateful Turk. Tommy 
told him he had not, and fliould now be very glad 
to hear the remainder^ which Mr. Barlow gave him 
to read^ and was as fallows : 

THE Continuation of the History of 
THE Gratefol Turk. 

When Haraet had thus finiflied his ftory, the 
Venetian was aftoniihed at the virtue and elevation 
of his mind ; and after faying every thing that his 
gratitude and admiration fuggefied, he concluded 
with prefling him to accept the half of his fortune^ 
and to fettle in Venice for the remainder of his 
life. This offer Hamet ref ufed, with the greateft 
refpe£ly but with a generous difdain ; and told his 
friend, that in what he had done, he had only dxf- 
charged a debt of gratitude and friendfiiip. You 
were, faid he, my generous benefaflor ; you had a 
claim upon my life by the benefit you had already 
conferred : that life would have been well be&ow« 
ed, had it heea 16ft io your Tervice ; but fince^Pro^ 
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vidence has otherwife decreed, it is a fufficient re* 
compence to me to ba'^e proved that Ham^jt is not^ 
ungrateful, and to have been infthimental to the- 
prefervation of your happinefs. 

But though the difintereftednefs of Hamet made- 
him under-rate his own exertions, the merchant ' 
could not remain contented, without (hewing his ^ 
gratitude by all the means within his power. Ht 
therefore once more purchafed the freedom of 
Hamet,.and freighted a (hip on purpofeto fend him 
back to his own country; he and his fon then em- 
i)raced'i him with all the aflfefkion that giatitude " 
could iafpire, and bade him, a^th^. thought, an^ 
eternal adieu; 

Many years had now elap fed fince the departure 
of Hamet into His own country without their fee* 

• ing^him, or receiving any^ inteUigence from him; 
Iii>tbe mean time, the young* FVanctfco, the fon of 
the merchant, grew up to manhood ; and as he had ' 
acquired every accompli(hraent which tends to im« 
prove the mind* or form the manners, add^dto an 

* excellent dirpofition,he was generally beloved and 
« efteemed. 

It happened that fome bufinefs about this time 

•made it nece(rary for him and his father to go to a 

neighbouring maritime city; and as they tfaooght a 

paffage by fea would be more' expeditious, they 

\both embarked in a. Venetian ve(rel, which was 

upon the pcMnt of failing to that place. They fet 

-fail/thereColet ^ith^favoorable^'Wiiids, and every 

appearance 
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appearance of a haqppy paflage ; but tJi^y had not 
proceeded more than hulf their imended voyage, 
before a Torkifli corfair, a fliip purpofely fitted out 
for war, was feen bearing down upon them ; and 
as the enemy exceeded them much in fwiftnefs, 
they foon found that it was impoilible to efcap«« 
The greater part of the crew belonging to the Ve- 
netian veflel was flruck with confternation, and 
f^emed already overcome by fear ; but the young 
Francifco drawing his fword, reproached his com* 
rades with their cowardice, and fo efife£lually en* 
couraged tfaem, that they determined to defend 
their liberty by a d'efpcrate refifiance. The TurkiA 
veflel now approached them in awful filence ; but 
in an infiant the dreadful noife of the urtilkry was 
beard, and the heavens were obfcured with fmgke, 
intermixed with tranfitory flaihes of fire. Three 
times did the Turka leap, with horrid fliouta upon 
the deck of the Venetian veflel, and three times 
were they driven back by the defperate refiftaoce 
of the crew headed by young Francifco. At 
length the Daughter of their men was fo great, that 
they feemed difpofed to difcontinue the fight, and 
were a.£lually taking another courfe. The»Vene* 
tians beheld their flight with the greateft joy, and 
were congratulating ^ch other upon their fuccefs* 
ful valour and merited efcape, when two more 
Slips on a fudden appeared in fight, i>earing<dovai 
upon them with incredible fwiftnefs before ike 
Dlrind. Every heart was now chilled with new ter* 

rorst 
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rors,- when upon their nearer approach they difcb-'' 
vered the fatal enfigns^f thdr enemies, and knew 
that there was no longer any" poffibility either of 
refiftance or efcape. They therefore lewered their 
flag, the fign of furr^ndering their fhip, and in&n 
-inftant faw themfelves in the power of their ene- 
mies, who came pouring in on etery fide with tile 
rage and violence of beafts of prey, ^ 

All that* remained alive' of the brave Venetiakp 
crew wefre loaded with fetters, and clofely guarded 
in the hold of the fhip till it^ arrived at Tunes. 
They were then brought out in chains, and expof. 
ed in the public market to be fold CorMIaves. 
They had there the mortification to fee their com- 
panions picked out, one by one, according to their' 
. apparent firength and vigour, and fold to different 
mailers* At length, a • Turk approached, who, • 

• from his looic and habit, appeared 60 be^of fuperi<ir 
rank ; and after glancing his eye over the reft, 
with an expreffion of compaffion, he £xed them^at 

* laft upon: young Franc ifccr, and demanded of the 
captain of the fliip what was the price of th^^young 

.man? The captain anfwered that be would not 

take Icfs than five hundred pieces of gold for that 

captive. That, faid the Turki is very extraordi-^ 

nary, fince I have feen you fell thofe that much 

exceed him in vigour forOefis than a fifth prart of 

:tbat fum. Yes, anfwejred the captain, but he fhall 

"^either pay me fome part of the damage fae.has o«- 

> cafioned^ or labour for life at the oar. What da* 
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c^ns^ge, anfwered the other, can he have done you 
mare tban^aU the reft, that you'have prized £9 • 
cheaply ? He it was, replied the captain, that ahi« 
xniKad thei.Chriftians. to that defperate^Fefiftance 
which CQftna& the. lives of fo many of my braveft 
failors. Three times :did %«e leap upon their decki 
with a fury that; jTeemctd irrefiftible ; and three times 
did that youtbjattack us whh fuch cool,. determin- 
ed opporitiofi,-.t»hat we Mr6re obliged to retreat in- 
glorioufly, leaving at every charge twenty of our 
nujcnber bdiind. Therefore, I^repeat it, I will 
eiiher bave-thaOi price for him, great as it may ap- 
pear, or elfe !• will gratify my revenge by. feeing 
him drudge for life in my viftorious galley. 

At this, the Turk examined young Francifco 
mth new attention; and he, who had hitherto fixed 
his eyes upon the ground in fuUen filence, now 
lifted them up ; but fcarceiy had he beheld the 
pecTon th^t was. talking to the captain, when he ut- 
tered a loud ory, and repeated the name of Haroet* 
The Turk, with equal emotion^ furveyed him for 
a moment, and then catching him in his arms, em- 
braced, him with the tranfports of a parent who 
unexpe^edly recovers a long-loft child,— It is un- 
BecelTary to repeat all that gratitude and affeSioa 
infpired Hamet to fay ; but when he heard that his 
ancient benefaflor was aniongft the number of thofe 
unhappy Venetianjs who ftood before him, he hid 
bis f^cefor a moment under bis veft, and feemed 
overwhelmed wit,h forrow smd aftoniihment ; then 

recoliefting 
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recdllefling himfelf, he raifed his arms ta Heaven* 
and blefled that Providence which had made him 
the tnftrument of fafety to his amctent benefafior* 

He their inftantly flew to that (part of the market 
tvbere Francifco flood watting for his fate, with a 
manlyt' mute defpair. He called him his friend^ 
his benefa^r/ and every endearing name which 
friendfliip and gratitiule- could infpire; and order- 
ing his chains to be inftantly takea off, he con* 
du3ed him and his fon to a magnificent houfe 
which belonged to him. in the city. As foon as 
they were alone, and had time for an explanation 
of their mutual fortunes, Hami^ told the Venetians, 
that when he was fet at liberty by their generofity, 
and reftored to his country, he had accepted a 
command in the Turkifli armies ; and that having 
had the good fortune to diftinguifli himfelf upon 
feveral occafions, he had gradually been promoted, 
through various offices, to the dignity of bafhaw of 
Tunis« Since I have enjoyed this poft, added he, 
there is nothing which I find in it fo agreeable as 
the power it gives me of alleviating the misfortunes 
of xhofe unhappy Chriftians that are takei^ pri* 
foners by our corfairs. Whenever a ihip arrives 
which brings with it any of thefe fufferers^ I con- 
ftantly vifit the markets, and redeem a certain ntim* 
ber of the captives, whom I reftore to liberty. And 
gracious Allah has Ihewn that lie approves of thefe 
faitit endeavours to difcharge the facred duties of 
gratitude for my own redemptioBf by putting it 

in 
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in my pawcr rto ferve the beft and dcartft, of 
•men* 

Ten dayES4^ere Franpifcoandhis fon entenaiaed 
tin the houfe of Hamet^ during. which time he put 
in pra£lice every thixig-wilhia his .poller to pieafe 
,^and intereft them,; but when he found ^tfaat they^ 
were defirous of returmug home* be told.them that 
'he would no longer deuin .them^from their coun« 
.try, jiut that they (hould enibark the next day, in a 
Jhip that' was fettiAg iaii for Venice* According^ 
ly, on the morrow, he difmtfled them with many 
embraces, and much reluQance, and. ordered a 
.chofen party of his own guards to conduft them 
on board their vefleK When they arrived there, 
their joy and admiration were confiderably increaf* 
ed on finding that, by the«generd{ity of tiamet, not 
^niy the (hip which had been taken, but the whole 
;crew were redeemed, and reftored to freedom* 
Franoifco and his fon embarked^ and after a fa- 
vourable voyage, arrived without accident in their 
own country, where they lived many years refpe3« 
.ed and efteemed, continually mindful of the vicif- 
Utades of human affairs, and attentive to difcharge 
4heir duties to their fellow-creatures. 

When the children came back to Mr. Barlow's, 
they found Matter -Merton*s fervant and horfes 
waiting to bring him home* . When he arrived 
there, he was received with the greatell. joy and 
tendernefs by his parents ; bni though he gave 

them 
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them an account of every thing elfe that had hap- 
pened, he did not fay a word about the money, he 
had given to the farmer. But the next day. being 
Sunday, Mr. and Mrs. Merton and Tommy went 
together to the parifli-church ; which they had 
fcarcely entered, when a general whifper ran 
through the whole congregation, and all eyes were 
in an inftant turned upoji} the little boy. Mr. and 
Mrs. Merton were very much aftonilhed at this, 
but they forbore to enquire till the end of the fer- 
vice : th.en, as they were going out of church to- 
gether, Mr. Merton afked his fon what could be 
the reafon of the general attention which he excit- 
ed at his entrance, into church. Tommy had no 
time to anfwer, for at that inftant a very decent- 
looking woman ran up, and: threw herfelf at his 
feet, calling him her guardian angel and preferver, 
and praying that Heaven would fliower down upon 
bi^ head all the bleflings which he deferved. It 
was fome time before Mr. and Mrs. Merton could 
underftand the nature of this extraordinary fcene ; 
but when they at length underftood the fecret of 
their fon's gcnerofity, they feemed to be. fcarcely 
lefs afie&ed than the woman herfelf ; and (hedding 
tears of tranfport and aflFeftion, they embraced 
their fon, without attending to the crowd that fur- 
rounded them ; but immediately cecollefling them- 
felves, they took their leave of the poor woman, 
and hurried to their coach with fuch fenfations as 
it is more eafy to conceive than to deferibe. 

The 
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The fumm^r had now completely pafled away 
while Tommy was receiving thefe improvements 
at the houfe of Mr. Barlow. In the courfe of this 
time, both his body an^ mind had acquired addi- 
tional vigour; for he was neither fo fretful and 
humourfome, nor fo cafily affefted by the vicifli- 
tudes of the feafon. 

And. now the winter had fet in with unufual fe- 
verity. The water was all frozen into a folid mafs 
of ice ; the earth was bare of food ; and. the lijKle 
birds that ufed to hop about and chirp with glad* 
nefs, feemed to lament in filence the inclemency of 
the weather. Tommy was one day furprifed, when 
he entered his chamber, to find a very pretty little 
bird flying about it. He went down ftairs and in- 
formed Mr. Barlow, who, after he had fcen the 
bird, told him it was called a Robin Red-breaft ; 
and that it was naturally more tame and difpofed 
to cultivate the fociety of men than any other fpe- ^ 
cies. But, at prefent, added he, the little fellow is 
in want of food, becaufe the earth is too hard to 
furnifii him any affiftance, and hunger infpires. 
him with this unufual boldnefs. Why then, faid 
Tommy, fir, if you will give me leave, I will fetch 
a piece of bread and feed him. Do fo, anfwered 
Mr. Barlow, but firft fet the window open, that he 
may fee you do not intend to take him prifoner. 
Tommy accordingly opened his window, and, fcat- 
tering a few crumbs of bread about the room, had 
the fatisfa£lion of feeing his gueft hop down, and 
} G make 
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make a very hearty meal. He then flew out of the 
toom, and fettled 'upon a neighbouring tree, Ting- 
ing all the time, as if to return thanks for the hof- 
pitality he had met with. 

Tommy was greatly deh'ghted with his new ac- 
quaintance, and from this time never failed to fet 
his window open every morning, and fcatter fome 
crumbs about the room; which the bird perceiv- 
ing hopped fearlef* in, and regaled himfelf under 
the proteftion of hi« benefaflor. By degrees, the 
"intimacy increafed fo much, that little Robin would 
alight on Tommy'^s Ihoulder, and whiftle his notes 
in that fituation, or eat out of his hand; all which 
gave Tommy fo much fatisfaftion, that he would 
frequently call Mr. Barlow and Harry to fee wit- 
nefs o? his favourite's carefl'es ; nor did he ever eat 
his own meals without referving a part for his liu 
tie friend. 

It however happened that one day Tommy went 
up flairs after dinner, intending to feed his bird as 
uCual ; but as foon as he opened the door of his 
chamber, he difcovered a fight that pierced him to 
the very heart. His little friend aad innocent 
companion lay dead upon the floor, and torn in 
pieces ; and a large cat taking that opportunity to 
efcape, foon dire6l^d his fufpicions towards the 
murderer. Tommy inftantly ran -down with tear* 
in his eyes, to relate^ the unfortunate death of his 
favourite to Mr. Barlow, and to demand vengeance 
againit the wicked cat that had occafioned it. 

Mr* 
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Mr. Barlow heard him ^ith great compaflion, but 
eiked what puniQiitient he wi(hed to iaflid upon 
the cat« 

Tommy. 
Oh! fir» nothing can be -too bad For that cruel 
animal., i would have her killed, as £he kilied the 
poor bird. « 

Mr. Barlow. 
Btrt do you imagine that fte did it ^out of any 
particular malice to your bird, or merely becaufe 
Ae was hungry, and accaftomed to catch her prey 
in that manner ? 

- Tommy confidered fome time, but at kft h^ 
owned that he d^d not. fufpefl the cat o€ having 
any particular fpite againft Us bird, and therefore 
be fuppofed (he had been impelled by hunger* 

Mr. Barlow. 
Have yoQ never obferved that it was the pro« 
perty of that fpecies to> prey uppn mice and o(h^ 
Httle animals ? 

TaiffMY. 
Yes, fir, very ofteo. 

Mr. Barlow; 
And have you ever correfled her for fo doings 
or attempted to tqach her other liabits? 

Tommy. 
I cannot fay I have.i-»lQdbed I have feen liUle 
Harry, when Ae had caught a moiife and was tor« 
menting it, ta&e it frqm her* and give it liberty* 
But I have never meddled with her myfelf. 

G a Mr» 
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' Mr. Barlow. 
Are you not then mort to be blamed tfadn the 
cat herfelf ? — ^You have obferved that it was com* 
mon to the whole fpecies to deflroy mice and little 
lirds, whenever they could furprife them« yet you 
liave tafien no pains to fecure your favourite from 
the danger; on the contrary, by rendering him 
tame» and accuftoraing him to be fed, you have 
expofed him to a violent death, which he would 
probably have avoided, .had he remained wild* 
Would it not then be jufi and more reafunable to 
endeavour to teach the cat that (he muft no longer 
prey upon little birds, than to put her to death for 
what you have never taught her was an oiFence ? 

Tommy. 
But is that poflible ? 

Mr. Barlow. 
Very poffible I (hould imagine. But we may 
at leafl: try the experiment. 

Tommy. 
But why Ihould fucb a mifchievous creature live 
ait all ?^^ 

. Mr. Barlow. 
3^<^^^^<s if you deftroyed every creature that 
preys upon others, you would perhaps leave few 
aliye. 

Tommy. 
Surely, fir, the poor bird which that naughty cat 
>iia8 killed, was never guilty of fuch a cruelty ? 

Mr. 
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Mr. BarloW; 

I will not anfwer for that. Let us'obferve what 
they live upon in the fields; we fliall then be able 
to give a better account.^ • - • 

Mr.^ Barlow then went to the window, and de« 
fired Tommy to come to faim» and obferve a Robin 
which was then hopping upon the grafs with fome* 
thing in its mouth, and aik^d him what he thought 
it was* * > 

Tommy. 

I proteft, fir, it is a large worm. And now he 
has fwallowed it 1 .1 (hould never have thought that 
fuch ab pretty bird could be fo cruel. 

Mr. Barlow. 

Do you imagine that the bird is confcious of all 
that is fufiered by the infefl ? 

Tommy. 

No, fir» 

Mr. Barlow. 

In him then it is not the fame cruelty which it 
would be in you, who are endowed with reafon 
and refle£lion. Nature has given him a propenfity 
for animal food, which he obeys in the fame man- 
ner as the (heep and ox when they feed upon grafs,^ 
or the afs when he browfes upon the furs^e or 
thiftles. 

Tommy. 

Why, then, perhaps the cat did not know the 
Cruelty (be was guilty of in tearing that poor bird 
to pieces. 

G 3 Mr. 
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Mr* Barlow. 

No mote than the bird wc ^ave yaSt fecn is c6Tt- 
(cious of his crudty to the ink£i. The natural 
food of cats confifts in rats, mice, birds, and fucfa 
imall animals as they ca» feiee by violeaee, or 
catch by craft. It was im^ ofiibte file (bould know 
thevaloe yam fet upon your bird, and therefore ftie 
had no more intention of ofiending yota» than had 
ihe caught a moufe. 

Tommy,. 

But if that h the cafe; ihouht I h^ve another 
tam^ bird, (he will kill it as (he has done this poor 
fellow, 

Mr. Barlow. 

That, |>erht(ps, «iay *be pDerented--l haire heard 
people, that deal in birds, affirfD, there, is a way of 
preventing cats from -meddling with them. 

Tommy. 

Oh ! dear fir ! I-Aottld Uke4o%ry it. Will you 
Biot ftiew me how to prevent the cat from killing 
any more birds ? 

Mr. Barlow. 

Moft willingly. — It is certainly better 'to conrcflt 
the faults of n^i^n animal, th»n to deftroy iit. BeGdes, 
I h^ye a parMQular aSe6liofi for this cat, becaufe I 
found her when (he was a kitten, and have bred 
•her up fo tame and gentle* that (he will follow me 
about lite a dog. She c^n^es fev^y niorjtitig to 
my chamber door, and mews till (he is let in ; ^nd 
file fits upon the tabje at break fall and dinner, ^ 

grave 
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grave and polite as a vifitor, without ofiering to 
touch the meat. Indeed, before (he was guilty of 
this offence, I have often feen you ilroke and carefs 
her with great affefiion ; and pufs, who is by no 
means of an ungrateful tieraper, would always pur 
and arch her tail, as if fiie were fenfible of your 
attention. 

In a few days after this converfetion, another 
Robin fuSeriqg like the former, from the incle« 
mency of the feafon, flew into the houfe, and com- 
menced acquaintance with Tommy. But he, 
who reeoUefted the mournful fate of his former 
bird, would not encourage it to any fdmiliarity* 
till he had claimed the promife of Mr. Barlow, ia 
order to preferve k from danger. Mr. Barlow» 
therefore, enticed the new gueft into a fmall wire 
rage, and as foou as he bad entered it (hut the 
door, in order, to pre^veut his efcaping. He then 
took a fmall gridironf, fuch as is ufed to broil 
meajt upon, and having almoll heated it red hot, 
placed it ere£l upon the ground, before the cage in 
\vhich the bird was confined. He then contrive^d 
to entice the cat into the roc^, and obferving that 
die fixed her eye upoa the b^, which flie deftined 
to become her prey, he withdrew the two little 
boys in ordisr to leave h^ unreftrained in her ope<f 
ratioQs. They did not retire far» but obferved her 
from ibc door fix her eyes upon the cage, and be* 
fin to approach it in fileoce, bending her )>ody t^ 
the ground, and almoft touching k as fb^^rawle^ 

G 4 along. 


128 THE HISTORY OF 

along. When (he judged herfelf within a proper 
diltance, fte exerted all her agility in a violent 
fpring, which would probably have been fatal to 
the bird, had not the gridiron placed before the i 

cage received the impreffion of her attack. Nor 
was this difappointment the only punifliment fhe 
was deftined to undergo : the bars of the machine 
had been fo ^thoroughly heated, that in rufhing 
againft them, flie felt herfelf burned in feveral parts 
of her body ; and retired from the field of battle, 
mewing dreadfully and full of pain ; and fuch wars 
the impreffion which this adventure produced, that 
from this time, fhfi was never known again to at- 
tempt to deftroy birds. 

The coldnefs of the weather ftill continuing, all 
ftfae'^wild animals began to perceive the effe^ls, and 
compelled by hunger, approached nearer to the ha- 
Imitations of man and the places they had been ac- 
cuftomed to avoid. A multitude of hares, the moft 
timorous of all animals, were frequently feen fcud- 
4ing about the garden, in fearch of the fcanty ve- 
getables which the feverity of the feafon had fpared. 
In a fliort time, thm had devoured all the green 
lierbs which could be found, and hunger fiill op- 
ppeffing them, they began to gnaw the very bark 
»>f the trees for food. One day, as Tommy was 
walking in the garden, he found that even the be- 
loved tree which he had planted with his owa 
hand&, and from which he had promifed himfelf t% 
plentiful^ » produce ol fruit, had not efcaped the 

general 
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general depreciation, but had been gnawed round 
at the root and kiUed. Tommy, who could ifl 
brook difappointment, was fo enraged to fee his 
labours prove abortive, than he ran with tears in 
his eyes to Mr. Barlow, to demand vengeance 
againft the devouring hares. Indeed, faid Mr. Baf^ 
low, I am forry for what they have done, but it is 
now too late to prevent it. Yes, anfwered Tomniy« 
but you may have all thofe mifchievbus creatures 
ihot, that they may do no farther damage. A little 
while ago, replied Mr. Barlow, you wanted to de- 
ftroy tbe cat becaufe ffae was cruel and preyed up* 
on living animals, and now you would murder all 
the hares, merely becaufe they are innocent, inof- 
fenfive animals, that fubfift upon vegetable^l^ 
Tommy looked a little footifh, but he faid, that he. 
did not want to hurt them for Uving upon vegeta* 
bl^s, but for deftroying bis tree. But, faid Mr- 
Barlow, how can you cxpe£l the animal to diftin* 
guifli your trecsirom any other ? You ihould there- 
fore have fenced them round in fuch a manner aft 
might have prevented the hares from reaching: 
them. Befides, in fucb extreme diftrefs as animals^ 
BOW fufier from the Want of food, I think they 
may be forgiven, if they trefpafs a little more than 
ufoal. Mr. Baorlow then took Tommy by the^hatid, 
and led him into, a field at fome diilance which be^ 
longed to- him,, and which was^ fown^ with turnips. 
Scarcely had they entered the field, before a flock 
of tarks jrofeiip in fucb innumerable quantities as 
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jgloioil ^arkie^ed the air. See^ faid Mr. Barlow; 
{Cbefe Utde feHo.ws are txefpaffing lipon my turnips 
ID fiicfa tmiinbers, that in a fliort time they will de- 
flroy evicry bit of green ^bout the field; yet I 
would not faun them upoA any account. Look 
xoand the whole extetu of the country^ you wilt 
fee nothing but a barren waile, which prefents no 
food either to bird or beaft. Thefe little creatures 
therefore afTemb I e in roukltudcs here, where they 
find a fcantyfubfiilence, and though they do me 
fcrnie mifchlef they are welcome to what they ca» 
find* In the (pring they will enliven our waUcs 
by iheir agi!eeabie ifongs. 

S^mc few days after this converfation, when the 
£aow was a good deal worn a.way, though the froft 
and cold continued, the two ^little boys vrent out to 
take a walk. Infenfibly ^ey wandered fo far that 
Uiey fcarcely knew their way,. and therefore re- 
folved to return as fpeedily as poAxble» But, un«^ 
fortunate]yi. in pailing through a wood, they en«> 
tirely miffed the track and ioft themfclres. To 
add to their dsfirefs, the wind began to blow moft 
bitterly from the north, and a violent ihower of 
fiiow coming on, obliged them to feek the tbickeft 
ihelter they could find. There happened fortu- 
nately to be near an aged oak, whofeinfide gradu- 
ally decaying was worn away by time^ and afforded 
an ample opening to (belter them from the ftorm* 
Into this, the two little boys crept fafe, and endea- 
voured to keep each other wiiarm^ wltile a violent 
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ihower of fnow and fleet fell all around^ and gra- 
dually covered the earth. ToTnmy, who had been 
little nfed to hardfhip, bore it for fome time with 
fortitude, and without uttering a complaint. At 
length hunger and fear took entire pofTeflion ofhi^ 
fouJ, and turning to Harry with watery eyes and a 
mournful voice, he aflced him what tbey 'fhoufd do. 
Do, (aid Harry, we nvuft wait here, i think, tiH 
the weather clears up a little, and then we wilt ent 
deavour to find the way home- 
To mm Y* 
But what if the weather ihouldnot ckar up at 

an ? 

Harrt.- 
In that cafe we maft either endeavour to find 
Our way through .the fnow,. or flay here, where we 
are fo conveniently flieltered- 

Tommy. 
But oh ! what a dreadful thing it is to be here 
zU alone in this dreary wood ! And then I am &> 
hungry,, and fo eold : oh ! that we had but a little 
fire to warm us !. 

Harry. 
I have heard that fliipwrecked perfons, when 
they have been caft away upon a defert coall, have 
made a fire to warm themfelves by rubbing two 
piepes of wood together till they caught fire ; or, 
here is a better thing, I have a large knife in my 
pocket, and if I could find a piece of flint, I could 
cafily ftrike fire with the back of rt. 

c 6 Harry 
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Harry then fearched about, and with fome Httle 
difficulty found a couple of flints, as the ground 
was nearly hidden with fnow. He, then took the 
flints, and (Iriking one upon the other with all his 
force, he fliivered them into feveral pieces ; out of 
thefe he chofe the thinneft and fliarpeft, and told 
Tommy with a froile, that he believed that would 
do. He then took the flint, and ftriking it feveral 
times again>ft the back of his knife, produced fe« 
veralfpark^ of fire. This, faid Harry, will be fuf- 
£cient 16 light a fire» if we can but find fomething 
of a fufficient combuflible nature to kindle from 
thefe fparks. He then colleded all the dried leaves 
he could find, with little decayed pieces of wood, 
Md piling them into a heap, endeavoured to kindle 
a blaz« by the fparks which he continqally flruck 
from his knife and the flint. But it was in- vain ; 
4be leaves were not of a fufficiently combuftible 
nature, and while he wearied himfelf in vain, they 
were not at all the more advanced. Tommy, who 
beheld the ill fucceCs of his friend, began to be 
more and more terrified, and in defpair afl(.ed Harry 
again what they (hould do. Harry anfwered, that, 
as they had failed in their attempt to warm them- 
felves, the bed thing they could do, was to en* 
deavour to find their way home, more efpecially 
as the fnow had now ceafed, and the fl^y was be* 
come much clearer. This Tommy confented to, 
and with infinite difficulty they began their march; 
for, as the fnow had completely covered every 
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track, and the day •flight began to fail, they wan- 
dered at random through a vaft and pathlefs wood^ 
At every ftep which Tommy took, be funk almoft 
to his knees in fnow.the wind was bleak and cold, 
and it was with infinite difficulty that Harry could 
prevail upon him to continue his journey. At 
length, however, as they thus purfued their way, 
with infinite toil, they came to fome lighted em- 
bers, which either fome labourers, or fome wan- 
dering pafTengers, bad lately quitted, and which 
were yet unextinguiOied. See, faid Harry, with 
joy, fee what a lucky chance is this ! Here is a.fire 
ready lighted for us, which heeds only the affiftance 
of a little wood ta make it burn. Harry then again 
coile£led all the dry pieces he could find, and piled 
them upon the embers, which in a few moments 
began to blaze, and di£Fufed a cheerful warmth. 
Tommy then began to warm and chafe his almoft 
frozen limbs over the fire with infinite delight ; at 
length he could not help obferving to Harry, that 
he never could have believed that a few dried flicks 
could have been of fo much confequence to him. 
Ah 1 anfwered Harry, Mafler Tommy, you have 
been brought up in fuch a manner that you never 
knew what it was to want any thing. But that is 
not the cafe with thoufands and millions of people. 
I have feen hundreds of poor children that have 
neither bread to eat, £re to warm, nor clothes to 
cover them. Only think then, what a difagreeable 
fituatioD they mult be in : yet they are fo mccuU 
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tomed to hardfhip, that they do not cry in a twelve- 
month as much as you have done within this quar- 
ter of an hour. 

Why, anfwercd Tommy, a little difconccrted at 
the obfervation of his crying, it cannot beexpefted 
that gentlemen fliould be able to bear all thefe in- 
jconveniencies as well as the poor. Why not ? an- 
fwered Harry : Is not a gentleman as much a man 
as the poor can be ? And, if be is a m-an, fhould he 
not accu&om himfelf to fupport every thing thai 
his fellow.creatures do ? 

Tommy. 

That is very true — But he will have all the eon* 
veniencies of life provided for him, viftuals t«> 
eat, a good warm bed, and fire to warm hira. 

Harry. 
. But he is not fure of having all thefe things as 
long as he live*,— -Bcfides, I have often obfeaved 
the gentlemen and ladies in the neighbourhood, rid* 
ing about in coaches, and covered from head to 
foot, yet (baking with the lead breath of air as if 
they all had agues ; while the children of the poor 
run aboat bare-footed upo» the ice, and divert 
tbemfelves with making fnow balls. 

Tommy, 

That is indeed true, for 1 have fteen my mother's 
.vifitors fitting over the warmeft fire that could be 
made, and complaining of coM» while the labourers, 
out of doors were ftrippcd to their fliirts to work^. 
and never minded it in the ]eafi« 

Harry*. 
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Harry. 
Then I Ihould ihlnk that exercife, by wbidi'«L 
-perfon can wapm himfelf when he pleafes, is infi- 
nitely abetter thing than all thcfe convenfencics 
you fpeak of; becaufe, after all, they wili ncn hin- 
der aiperfon from being cold^ but rxercife wilt 
warxxK him in lan inilant. / ■ . . . 

f ' . Tommy. , 

*. But then it h xtai rprdper for^euttemen to do 
;tbe iame kind o£work with the common people. - 

Harry* i 
> But lis It not proper for a genttteiaan to "hav^ hii I 
l)ody ^out and hardy ? . ^ v < 

' To be furc it >is. :. .* 

Harry. 
Why then he mcift foBietiiae^ labour tfnd ^e h\^ 
limbs, or elfe ht will never be aMe todo it. 

Tommy. » . : . 

What, cannot a pcrfon be ftrong without work- 
ing? 

Harry. 
' You can judge for ycmrfelf. You very often 
have fine young gentlemen at yx>ttr father's h6ufe, 
^nd are any of them as ftfong as the fons of the far- ' 
mers in the neighboorhood, that are* always ufed 
to handle a hoe, a fpude; a fork, and other tools ? 
. ^ ' Tommy. 

Indeed, I bciieye that is true, for I think I am 
become ftronger my&lf, 6nce I have learned to di- 
vert ihyfelf in Mr. Barlow's garden. 

As 
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As thty were converfing in this manner, a little 
boy came iinging along, with a bundle of flicks at 
his back, and as foon as Harry faw him he recoU 
k£led him, and cried out. As I am alive here is 
Jacky Smithers, the little ragged boy that you gave 
the clothes to in the fummer; he lives, I dare 
fay, in the neighbourhood, and either he, or his fa- ' 
ther, will fhow you the way home* Harry then 
fpoke to the boy, and afked him if he could (how 
them the way out of the wood. Yes, furely I can^ ' 
anfwered the boy, but I never (hould have thought 

• of feeing mafter Merton out fo late, in fuch a tem- 
pefluous night as this. But, if yoa will come witk 
me to my father's cottage, you may warm yourfelf 
at our fire, and father will run to Mr* Barlow to 
let him know you are fafe. Tommy accepted the 

^ofifer with jpy, and the little boy led them- out of 
the' wood, and in a few minutes they came to a 
fmall cottage which flood by the fide of the road. 
When they entered, they faw a middle-aged wo- 
man bufy in fpinning, the eldefl girl was cooking 
fome broth over the firer the: father was fitting in 
the chimney corner, and reading a-tbook, while 
three or four ragged chiJdren wete tumbling upon 
the floor, and creeping betweenriheir legs. Daddy, 
fays the little. boy, as he came in, here is mafier 
Merton, that w.a^ fo good to m all in the fummer. 
He has lofl his way m the wood, and is almoll pe- 
riOiedJn the fnpw. . The man u^n this ar ofci ^nd 
w^th mu(>t), c^y,Uity defired. the. two little boys to 
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\ feat thcmfelves by the fire, while the good woman 

ran to fetch her largeft faggot, which (he threw up* 
on the fire, and created a cheerful blaze in an in** 
ftant. There, my dear little roafter, faid fhe, you 
may at leaftrefrefh yourfelf a little by our fire, and 
I wi(h I had any thing to offer you that you could 
.eat. But I am afraid you would never be able la 
bear fuch coarfe brown bread as we poor folks are 
obliged to eat. Indeed, faid Tommy, ray good 
mother, I have fafted fo long, and am fo hungry, 
that I think I could eat any thing. Well then, 
anfwered the woman, here is a little bit of gam- 
mon of bacon, which I will broil for you upon the 
embers, and if you can make a (upper you are 
heartily welcome. 

While the good woman was thus preparing fup- 
per, the roaa had clofed his book and placed it 
with great refpe£l upon a (helf ; which gave Tom- 
my the curiofity to aik him what he was reading 
about. Mailer, anfwered the man, I am reading 
the book which teaches me my duty towards man» 
and my obligations to God ; I was reading the gof- 
pel of Jefus Chrift, when you came in, and teach-^ 
, ing it to my children. 

Tommy* 

Indeed I have heard of that good book : Mr* 
Barlow has often read part of it to me, and pro^ 
jnifed I fliould read it myfelF. That is the book 
they read at church ; I have often heard Mr. Bar* 
low read it to the people ; and he always reads it 
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fo well and fo afieftingly, that every body llftens, 
and you noay hear even a pin drop upon the pave- 
ment. 

The Man. 
Yes, mafter, Mr. Barlow is a worthy fervant ancf 
follower of Jefus Chrift himfelf. He is the friend 
of all the poor in the neighbourhood. He give* 
us food and medicines when we are ill ; he era* 
ploys us when we can find no work. But what 
we are even move obliged lo^ fains for, than the giv^ 
ing us food and raiment, and life itfelf, he inflru£l» 
us in our duty, makes us afliamed of our faults, and 
teaches us how we may be happy not only here^ 
but in another worjd. I .was (mce an idle, aban<* 
doned man myfelf, given up tofwearing and drink* 
ing, ttcgleEk'in^ my family,, and taking no thought 
for my poor mie and children. But fince MPr 
Barlow has taught me better things, and made me 
acquainted with thi» blelT^d book, my lifi^-^tf 
manners, I hope^ are nuch amended, and I do my 
duty better to my poor famity. That indeed yoa 
do, Robin, anfwercd the wonetan ; there is not now 
a better and kinder luiiband in the world : vou 
have not wailed an idlepenny or & moment's time,. 
thefb two years ; and without that unfortunate fe* 
yer, which prevented you frofn working laft bar* 
vefi, we Qiould have the greateft reafon to be all 
contented I. Have we not the gcetiteit xeafon now, 
anfwered the mafi, to be not only contented, but 
ibankful, for all the bleSings we enjoy ? It is true, 

• that 
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ttiat'I and feveral of the childreo, were ill this 
year for many weeks ; but did not we all efcape, 
through the falefling of God, attd the care of good 
Mr. Barlow, and this worthy mafier Sandford, who 
brought us vi3uals fo many da^s, with his own 
hands, when we otherwife (hould perhaps hare 
ftarved ? Have I not had very good employment 
ever fine e, and do I not now earn fix {hillings a 
week, which is a very comfortable thing, when 
many poor wretches as good as I, are fiarving be* 
caufe they cannot find employment ? 

Six (fail lings a week ! iix {hillings ia week! an- 
fwered.Tomray in amazemeiu ; and is that all you 
and your wife and children have to live on for a 
whole week ? 

The Man. 

Not all, mafier ; my wife fometimes earns a /hil* 
ling or eighteen-pence a week by (pinning; and 
our eldeft daughter .Ue^ins to do fooiething thai 
way, but not mucb* 

^ Tommy. ' 

That makes feven {hillings and (ixpence a week; 
Why, I h^C: known my mother g'fvcfe mor^ than 
that, to go to a place wlvere outlandifh people fing. 
I have feen her and other ladies give a man a gui- 
nea for dreffing their hair. And I knew a' lit-tlo 
mifs, whofe father gives half a guinea a time to a 
little Frenchman, that teaches her to jump and 
caper abqutthe loom. ^ ' 

Mafter, replied the man, fmiling, tbefe are great 

gentlefolks 
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gentlefolks that you are. talking about; they zte 
very rich, and have a right to do what they pleafe 
with their own. It is the duty of us poor folks 
to labour hard^ take what we can get, and thank, 
the great and wife God, that our condition is no 
worfe* 

Tommy. 

What, and is it poffible you can thank God for 
living in fuch a houfe as this, and earning feve» 
{billings and fixpence a week ?" 

The Man^ 

To be fur« I can, mailer. Is it. not an a£l of 
his goodnefs, that we have clothes and a warm 
houfe to (belter us, and wholefome food to eat 7 Ii 
was but yefferday that two poor men came by, who 
bad been cail away in a fiorm,. and loil their (hip 
and all they had. One of thefe poor men had 
fcarcely any clothes to cover him, and was (baking 
all over with a violent ague, and the other had his 
toes almoft mortified by walking barefooted in the 
{how. Ami not a great deal better off than thefe poor 
men, and perhaps than a thoufand others^ who are 
at this time toft about upon the waves, or caft away» 
or wandering about the world, without a (bed to 
cover them from the weather, or iraprifoned for debt ? 
Might I not have gone on in committing bad ac- 
tions, like maoy other unhappy men, till I had been 
guilty of fome notorious crime, which might have 
brought me to a ihameful end ? And ought I not 

, ta 


SANDrORD AND lifEflTON^ I4I 

Ho be grateful for all thefe bleflings which I por« 
fefs without deferving them ? 

Tommy, who had hitherto enjoyed all the good 
'things of this life, without reflefiing from whom 
lie had received them, was very much ftruck with 
the piety of this honeft and contented man ; but 
3S he was going to anfwer, the good woman, who 
bad laid a clean though coarfe cloth upon her ta« 
ble, and taken up her favoury fupper in an earthen 
plate, invited them to fit down ; an invitation which 
both the boys obeyed with the greateft pleafure, as 
they had eaten nothing fince the morning. In the 
mean time the honeft man of the houfe had taken 
his hat, and walked to Mr. Barlow's to inform him 
that his two pupils were fafe in the neighbourhood. 
Mr. Barlow had long fuifered the greateft uneafi. 
nefs at their ab fence, and, not contented with I^nd- 
ing after them on every fide, was at that very time 
bufy in the purfuit; fo that. the man; met him 
about half way from his own houfe. As foon as 
^r. Barlow heard the good news, he determined to 
return with the man, and reached his houfe juft as 
Tommy Merton had finiflied one of the heartieft 
meals he had ever made. The little boys rofe up 
to meet Mr. Barlow, and thanked him for his kind- 
nefs, and the pains he had taken to look after them, 
exprefling their concern for the accident which had 
happened, and the uneafinefs which, without de- 
figning it, they had occafioned : but he, with the 
greateft good*nature, advifed them to be mpre cau* 
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tious for the future, and not to extend their walks 
fo far ; then thanking the worthy people of the 
houfe, he offered la conduft them; and they all 
three fet out together, in a very cold, but fine and 
ftar-light evening. As they went home, he re^ 
newed hi^ caution, and told them the dangers they 
had incurred. Many people, faid be, in your fitu* 
atioh, have been farprifed by an uncxpefted florm, 
and Idfing their way have perilhed with cold. 
Sometimes both men and beafts, not being able to 
dtfcern their accuftomed track, have fallen into 
deep pits filled up and covered with the fnow, 
where they haVe been found buried fevcral feet 
deep, and frozen to death. And is it irapoffible, 
faid Tommy, in fuch a eafe to efcape ? In general 
it IS, faid Mr. Barlow ; but there have been fome 
extraordinary inftances of perfons who have lived 
feveral days in that condition, and yet been taken 
but alive ; to-morrow you {hall read a remarkable 
ftory to that purpofe. 

As they were thus walking on, Tommy looked 
up at the (ky, where all the ftars glimmered with 
unufual brightnefs, and faid, What an innumerable 
quantity of flars is here ! I think I never obferved 
fo many before in all my life ! Innumerable as 
they appear to you, faid Mr. Barlow, there are 
perfons that have not only counted all you now 
fee, but thoufands more which are at prefent invi- 
fible to your eye. How can that be, anfWeredToin* 
tny, for there is neither beginning nor end ? They are 
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fcattered fo confufedly about the fky, that Ifiiould 
think it as impoflible to number them as the flakes 
of fnow that fell to day, while we were in the 
wood. At this Mr. Barlow fmiledy and faid, that 
he believed Harry could give him a different ac- 
count, although perhaps he could not numberthem 
all. Harry, faid he, cannot you fliow your com- 
{>anion fome of the conflellations ? Ye«, anfwered 
Harry, I believe I remember fome, that you have 
hccn fo good as to teach me« But pray, fir,' f^i4 
Tommy, what is aconflellation ? T ho fe, anfwered 
Mr. Barlow, that firll began to obferve the hea- 
vens, as you do now, have observed certain Aars, 
remarkable either for their brightnefs or pofition. 
To thefe they have given » particular name, that 
ihey; might the more eaiily know them again, and 
•difcourfe of them to others ; and thefe particular 
xrloffers^of liars thus joined together and named, 
they call confteltations. But come, Harry, you 
are a little farmer, and can cercainly point out to 
us Charles's wain. Harry then looked up to the 
Iky, and pointed Otit feven Very bright ftars towards 
xhe north. You are right, iaid Mr. 3<^rlow ; four 
of thefe ftars have put the common people in mind 
joi the four wheels of a waggon, and the three others 
of the horfes; therefore they have called them by . 
4his name. Now, Tommy, look tvell at thefe, and 
fee if you can find any feven ftars in the whole 
iky^, that xefemble them in tlieir pofition. 

Tommy. 
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Tommy. 

Indeed, Gr, I do not think I can* 

Mr. Barlow. 
Do you not think, then, that you can find them 
again ? 

Tommy. 
I will try, fir ; — ^Now, 1 will take my eye off» 
and look another way. — I proteft I cannot find 
them again. — Oh ! I believe there they are — Pray, 
fir, (pointing with his finger,) is not that Charles's 
wain ? 

Mr. Barlow. 
You are right ; and by remembering thefe (lars, 
you may very eafily obferve thofe which are next 
to them, and learn their names too ; till you are ac- 
quainted with the whole face of the heavens. 

Tommy. 
That is indeed very clever, and very furprifing. 
I will (how my mother Charles's wain, the firft 
time I go home : I dare fay (he has never ob- 
ferved it. 

Mr. Barlow. 
But look on the two ftars which compofe the 
hinder wheel of the waggon, and raife your eye 
up towards the top of the (ky ; do you not fee a 
very bright ftar» that feems to be almofi« but not 
quite, in a line with the two others? 

Tommy. 
Yes» fir, I fee it plain. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Barlow. 
That IS called the pole-flar ; it never moye§ fronv 
Its place, and, by looking full at it, you may al- 
ways find the north. 

Tommy. 
Then, if I turn my face towards that ilar, I aU 
ways look to the north. 

Mr. Barlow. 
You are right* 

Tommy. 
Then I fhall turn my back to the fouth. 

Mr. Barlow. 
You are right again; and now cannot you find 
the eait and weft. 

Tommy. 
Is not the eaft where the fun rifes ? 

Mr. Barlow.. 
Yes ; but there is no fun to direft you now. 

Tommy. 
Then* fir, I cannot find it out. 

Mr. Barlow. 
Do not you know, Harry ? 

HaAry. 
I believe, fir, that, if you turn your face to the 
north, the eaft will be on the right hand, and the 
weft on the left. 

Mr. Barlow, 
Perfeftly right. 

Tommy. 
That is very clever indeed ; fo then, by know* 
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ing the pole-ftar, I can always find norths caft, 
weft, and fouth. But you faid that the pole-ftar 
-never moves ; do the other ftars, then, move out of 
their places ? 

Mr. Barlow. 
That is a queflion you may learn to anfwer your- 
felf, hy obferving the prefent appearance of the 
heavens, and then .examining whether the ilars 
,change their places at any future time. 

Tommy,. 
But, fir, I have thought that it would be a good 
contrivance, in order to remember their fituations^ 
if I were to draw them upon a bit of paper. 

Mr- Barlow. 
But how would you do that ? 

Tommy. 
I would make a mark upon the paper for every 
ilar in Charles's wain, and I would place the marks 
jufl as I fee the ftars p?aced in the fky, and I would 
intreat you to writ# the names for me, and this I 
would do till I was acquainted with all the ftars in 
the heavens. 

Mr. Barlow. 
That would be an excellent way ; but you fee a 
paper is flat : is that the form of the iky ? 

Tommy. 
No, the flcy feems to rife from the earth on every 
fide like the dome of a great church. 

Mr. Barlow. 
Then if you were to havt fome round body; I 

{hould 
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{hould think it would correfpond to the difFcrent 
parts of the flcy, and you might place your ftars with 
more exa£lnefs. 

TdMMYc, 

That is true, indeed, fir ; I wiih 1 had fuch a 
globe. 

Mr. Barlow. 
Well, juft fuch a globe I will endeavour to pro- 
cure you. 

Tommy. 
Sir, I am much obliged to you, indeed. But 
what ufe is it to know the ftars ? 

Mr. Barlow. 
Were there no other ufe, I (hould think there 
would be a very great pleafure in obferving fuch a 
number of glorious, glittering bodies, as are now 
above us. We fomptimes run to Tee a proceflion 
of coaches, or a few people in fine clothes ftrutting 
about : we admire a large room that is painted, and 
ornamented, and gilded; but what is there in all 
thefe things, to be compared with the fight of thefe 
luminous bodies that adorn every part of the fey ? 

Tommy. 
That's true indeed. My lord Wimpoje'* ^reat 
room, that I have heard all the people admire fo 
much, is no more to be compared to it than the 
ihabbieft thing in the world. 

Mr. Barlow. 
T*hat is indeed true ; but ther6 are fome, and 
thpfe very important ufes, to bfe derived from an 
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acquaintance with the ftars. Harry, do yoii tell 
mafier Merton the ftory of yoiir being loft on the 
great moor. 

Harry. 

You muft know, mafter Tommy, that I have an 
uncle lives about three miles off, acrofs the great 
moor, that we have fometimes walked upon. Now 
my father, as I am in general pretty well acquaint- 
ed with the roads, very often fends me with mef- 
fages to my uncle. One evening I came there fo 
late, that it was fcarcely poffible to get home again 
before it was quite dark : it was at that time in the 
month of Oftober. My uncle wiftied me very 
much to ftay at his houfe all aight, but that was 
not proper for me to do, becaufe my father had or« 
dered me to come back. So I fet out as foon as I 
pofTibly could ; but j^fi as J had reached theheath, 
the evening grew extremely dark. 

Tommy. 

And was not you frighted to find yourfelf all 
alone upon fuch a difmal place ? 

Harry. 

No ; I knew the worft that could happen would 
be that I (hould ftay there all night; and, as foon 
as ever the morning (hone, I fhould have found my 
way home. But, however, by the time that I had 
reached the middle of the heath, there came on 
fuch a violent tempeft of wind, blowing full in my 
face, accompanied with fuch a (bower, that I found 
it impof&ble to continue my way. So I quittefd the 

track. 
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track, which is never very eafy to find, and raii 
afide to a holly bufli that was growirtg at fome dis- 
tance, in order to feek a little flielter. Here I lay, 
very conveniently, till the ftorra was almoft over ; 
then I rofe, and attempted to continue my way, 
but unfortunately I miffed the track, and loft niy- 
felf. 

Tommy. 

That was a very difmal thing indeed. 

Harry. 

I wandered about a great while, but ftill to no 
purpofe : I had not a fingle mark to dire£l me, be- 
cause the common is fo extenfive, and fo bare ei- 
ther of trees or houfes, that one may walk for 
miles, and fee nothing '. but heath and furzes. 
Sometimes I tore ray legs in fcrambling through 
great thickets of furze; now" and then I plumped 
into a hole full of water, aad fhould have been 
drowned if I had not learnt to fwim : fo that at laft* 
1 was going to give it up in defpair, when looking 
on one fide, I faw a light at a little dtftance, which 
feemed to be a candle and lantern that fomebody 
was carrying acroft the moor. 

Tommy. 

Did not that give you very great comfort ? 

You (hall hear, anfw^red Harry, fmiling. At 
£rll I was doubtful whether I fhould go up to it : but 
I confidered that it was not worth any body's pains 
to hurt a poor boy like me, and that no perfon who 
was out on any ill defign, would probably chufe 
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to carry a light. So I determined boldly to gornp 
to it, and inquire the way. 

Tommy. 

And did the perfon with the candle and kintern 
dire£l you ? 

Harryv 

I began walking up towards it ; when, immedi- 
ately, the light, which I had firft obferved on my 
right hand, moving flowly along by my fide, 
changed its direftion, and went direftly before me, 
with about the fame degree of fwiftnefs. I thought 
this very odd, but I fiill continued the chace, and, 
juil as I thought I had approached very near, I 
tumbled into another pit, full of waten 

Tommy. 

That was unlucky indeed. 

Harry. 

Well, I fcrambled out, and very luckily on thf 
fame fide with the light, which I began to follow 
again, but with as little fuccefs as ever. I bad now 
wandered many miles about the common ; I knew 
no more where I was, than if I had been fet down 
upon an unknown country: I had no hopes of 
finding my way home, unlefs I could reach this 
wandering light ; and, though I could not conceive 
that the perfon who carried it, could know of my 
being fo near, he feemed to aft, as if he was deter- 
mined to avoid me. However, 1 was refiolved to 
make one attempt, and therefore I began to run 
as faft as I was able, hallooing out at the fame 

time 
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lime to the perfoathat I thought before me, to in- 
treat him to ilop. 

Tommy. 

And did he ? 

Harry. 
Ififtead of that, the light which had before been 
moving along a flow and eafy pace;, now began to 
dance along before me, ten times fafier than be- 
fore: fo that, inftead of overtaking it, I found my* 
felf farther and farther behind. Stili, however, I 
ran ot^, till I unwarily funk up to the middle in a 
large bog, out of which I at laft fcrambled with very 
great difficulty. Surprifed at this, and not con- 
ceiving that any human being could pafs over fuck 
a bog as this, I determined to purfue it no longen 
But now I was wet and weary ; the clouds had in- 
deed rolled away, and the moon and ftars began to 
ihine ; I looked around me, and could difcern no«- 
^ing but a wide, barren country, without fo much^ 
as a tree to fhelter me, or any animal in fight. 1 
liftened, in hopes of hearing a (heep-beil, or the 
barking of a dog ; but nothing met my ear, but the 
'fiirill whiftling of the wind, which blew fo cold 
and bleak along that open country, that it chilled 
me to the very heart- In this fituation^ I ftoppe4 
a while to confiderwhat I fliould do, and raifing 
my eyes by accident to the (ky, the firft object I' 
beheld, was that very confiellation of Charles's 
'wain, and above it I difcerned the pole^fiar, glim* 
snering as it were from the very top of heaven, 
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Inftantly a thought came into my mind: I confi- 
dered, that when I had been walking along the 
road which led towards my uncle's houfe, I had 
often obferved the pole-ftar full before me ; there* 
fore it occurred to me, that if I turned my back ex- 
a£lly upon it, and went firaight forward in a con- 
trary direftion, it muft lead me towards my fa- 
ther's houfe. As foon as I had formed this refo- 
lution, I began to execute it. I was perfuaded I 
Jhouid now efcape, and therefore, forgetting ray 
fatigue, I ran along as briik as if I had but then fet 
out. Nor was I difappointed ; for though I could 
fee no tracks, yet taking the greateft care always to 
fpi on in that direflion, the moon afforded me light 
enough to avoid the pits and bogs, which are foitnd 
io various parts of that wild moor ; and when I 
liad travelled as I imagined about three miles, I 
lizard the barking of a dog, which. gave me double 
vigour; and going a little farther, I c^ime tb fome 
Inclpfures at the Ckirts of th^ commonj which I 
kt^ew; fo that 1 then with eafe found my way 
biwe,. after bavir^g^ a]mo(l defpiiired of doing it. 
,,-.,., Tommy. 

Indeed, jihen, the kpoTnf ledge of the pole-ftsirvras 
^f veiy great ufp to-y<m. . 1 anvdet^riDined Twill 
ii^ake^myfelf acquainted with all the flars in the 
)ieave^$. Qut did yoa $v^r find out what that light 
y was,, which danced before ypu in fo extraordinary 
a.manner ? 

Harry. 
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Harry. 

When I camie home my father told me . it was 
what the common people call Jack of theLantern : 
and Mr. Barlow has ^Nce informed me, that thefe 
things are only vapours which rife out of the earth* 
in moifl and fenny places, although they have that 
l^right appearance; and thei^efore toki me^.that 
many people, like me» who have taken them for a 
lighted candle, have followed them, as I did, into 
bogs and ditches. 

Juft as Harry had iiniifaed bis biflory, they ar.. 
rived at Mr. Barlow's, and after fitting fome time 
and talking over the accidents of the day, the little 
l^oys retired to bed. Mr. Barlow was fitting alone 
and reading in his parlour, when, to bis great fur* 
prife. Tommy came running into the rooni, half 
undreil, and bawling out, Sir, fir, I have found it 
out— they move ! they move !: — What moves ? faid 
Mr. Barlow. Why, Charles's wain moves, arw 
fwered Tommy. I had a mind to take one peep at 
the JDky before I went to bed, and I fee that all th^ 
feven ftars have moved from their places a great 
way higher up into the Iky. Well, faid Mr. Ba^ 
low, you are indeed right. You have done a vaft 
deal to-day, and to-morrow we will talk over fiutfp 
things again. .. > • . , 

When the morrow came, the .little boys, went 014 
and returned to a diverfion t4iey bad jieen amufing 
themfelves with for feveral days, the maj^ing a prQ^ 
digious fnow-hjall. They iii^d begun. by making ^ 
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fmall globe of fnow with their hands, which tfiey 
turned over and over, till, by continually colleft- 
ing frefh matter, it grew fo large that they were 
unable to roll it any farther. Here, Tommy ob- 
fcrved, that their labours muft end, for it was im- 
poflible to'turn it any longer. No, faid Harry, I 
know a remedy for thai : fo he ran, and fetched a 
couple of thick fticks, about five feet long, and giv- 
ing one of them to Tommy, he took the other him- 
felf. He then defired him to put the end of hij 
flick under the mafs, while he did the fame on hi$ 
fide, and then lifting at the other end, they rolled 
the heap forward with the greateft eafe. Tommy 
was extremely furprifed at this, and faid : How 
can this be ? We are not a bit ftronger than we were 
before, and yet now we are able to roll this fnow* 
ball along with eafe, which we could not even fiir 
before. That is very true, anfwered Harry, but it 
is owing to tfaefe flicks. This is the way that the 
labourers move the largeft trees, which, without 
this contrivance, they would not be able to flir. I 
0ip very much furprifed at this, faid Tommy ; I 
l^ever flvould have imagined that the flicks would 
have given us more ftrpngth than we had before. 
Juil^as^ he had faid this, by a violent effort, both 
their fticks broke fliort in the middle. This is no 
great lofs, obfcrved. Tommy, for the ends will do 
juft as well as the whole flicks. They then tried 
to fhove the ball again with the truncheons which 
femained in tHcir hands, but to the new furprifc of 

Tommy, 


\ 


SANDfORD AND M£RT6N« 155 

Tommy, they found they were unable to flir k. 
eThis is very curious indeed, faid Tommy ; I find 
that only long fticks are of any ufe. That, faid 
Harry, I could have told you before: but I had a 
mind you Ihould find it out yourfelf. The longer 
the ftick is, provided it is fufficiently ftrong and 
you can manage it, the more eafiiy w^U you fuc« 
ceed. This is really very curious, replied Tom* 
my ; but I fee fome of Mr. Barlow's labourers at 
work a little way off; let us go to them, and defire 
them to cut us two longer fticks^ that we may try 
their effeAs* They then went up to the men whi^ 
were at work ; but here a new fubje£l of admiral 
tion prefented itfelf to Tommy's mind. There 
was a root of a prodigious oak tree, fo large and 
heavy that half a dozen horfes would fcarcely have 
been able to draw it along : befides, it was fo tough 
«nd knotty, that the iharpeft axe could hardly make 
any impreflion upon it. This a couple of old men 
were attempting to cleave in pieces, in order to 
make billets for Mr. Barlow's fire. Tommy, who 
thought their ftrength totally difproportiona^e to 
fuch an undertaking, could not help pitying them^ 
and obferving, that certainly Mr. Barlow did not 
know what they were about, or he would haw pre- 
vented fiich poor, weak, old men, from fatiguing 
themfelves about what they never could perform* 
Do you think fo, replied Harry ; what would you 
•hen fay, if you were to fee me, little as I am, per- 
form this wonderful taft, with the aiTiflance of one 
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of thefc good people ? So he took up a wooden 
xnallet, 9n inilrument which, although much larger, 
refemble^ a hammec, and began beating the root; 
which he did for fome time without making the 
leaft irapreffion. Tommy, who imagined that for 
^tbis time his friend Hany was caught, began to 
•fmile, and told him that he would break a hundred 
-mallets to pieces before he made the leaft impref- 
^on upon the wood. Say you fo ? anfwered Harry 
finiling ; then I believe I muft try another method : 
fo he ftooped down and picked up a fmall piece of 
iough iron, about fix inches long, which Tommy 
Jsad hot obferved before as ijt lay upon the ground. 
The iron was broad at the top, butgradualiy flqped 
aH the way do^vn, till it came to a perfeft edge at 
j^ottom. Harry took this up, and with a few blows 
jdrove it a little way into the body of the. root. 
ThcoW man and he. then llruck alternately with 
their mallets upoo the head of the iro^^ till the root 
began to gaipeand crack op every fide, and the iron 
was totally huried in the woOd, fFhere,;fays Hatryj 
this firft wedge has done its bufin&(^3 vjery well, two 
pr three more will finilh it. He then took up. an- 
other larger wedge; aqd inferting the bojtiorn pf it 
betwiien the wood and. the top of the former one, 
which was now qompletely buried in the.roi>t, be- 
gan to beat upon- it as he had done before. The 
rox>t now cracked and fplit on every fide of the 
wedges, till a prodigious cleft appieared quite down 
tathe bottom* Thus did Harry prpcecfl, ftilJ con^. 
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linuing his blows, and inferting new and* larger 
wedges, as faft as be had driven the former down; 
till be had completely ef&fied what he had under- 
taken, and entirely feparated the monftrous mafs of 
wood into two unequal parts. Harry then faid| 
Here is. a very large log, but I think you and I can 
carry it in to mend the fire, and I will (hew yoa 
fomething elfe that will furprife you. So he took 
a pole of about ten feet long, and hung the log up« 
on it by a piec^ o£ cord which he found there ; then 
be afked Tommy which end of the pole he chofe 
to carry. Tomnjy, who thought it would be moft 
convenient to have the^weight near him, chofe 
that end of the pole near which the weight was fuf-* 
pended, and put it upon bis ihonlder; while Harry 
tpok the other end; Biit when Tommy attempted to 
IBove, he found that he could hardly bear the pref* 
fure ; however, a« he faw Harry walk bHfkly away 
uader his Qiaretof the load, he detennined not. to 
complain. As they were walking along in. this 
manner, Mr. Barlow met them^ and feeing poor 
Tommy labouring under his burden, afked him 
who had loaded him in that manner. Tommy faid 
it was Harry. Upon this Mr. Barlow fmiled and 
faid, Well, Tommy, this is the firft time I ever 
faw your friend Harry attempt to impofe upon you, 
but he is making you carry about three times the 
weight which he fupports himfelf. Harry replied^ 
that Tommy had cbofen that himfelf ; and that he 
ibovild dire&ly have informed him of his miftake} 

but 


tfS THE HISTORY Or 

but that he had been fo forprifed at feeing the com- 
mon effe£ls of a Icveri that he wifhed to teach him 
fome other fa£ls about it : then ftifting the ends of 
the pole, fo as to fupport that part which Tommy 
had done before, he alked him if he found his Ihoul- 
dcr any thing eafier than before. Indeed I do, re- 
plied Tommy, but I cannot conceive bow ; for we 
carry the fame weight between us which we did be- 
fore, Rtd juft in the fame manner. Not quite in 
the fame manner, anfwered. Mr. Barlow ; for, if . 
you obfervc, the log is a great deal farther from 
your flioulder than from Harry's ; by which means 
he now fupports juft as much as you did before, 
and you, on the contrary, as little as he did when I 
met you. This is very extraordinary,, indeed, faid 
Tommy : I find there are a great many things which 
I did not know, nor even my mamma, nor any of 
the fine ladies that come to our houfe. Well, re- 
plied Mr. Barlow, if you have acquired fo much 
nfeful knowledge already, what may you expefl to 
do in a few years more ? — He then led Tommy in- 
to the houfe, and fliowed him a ftick of about four 
feet long, with a fcale hung at each end. Now, 
faid he, if you place this ftick over the back of a 
chair, fo that it may reft exa£lly upon the middle, 
you fee the two fcales will juft balance each other. 
So if I put into each of them an equal weight they 
will ftill remain fufpended. In this method, we 
weigh every thing which is bought, only for the 
greater convenieace, the beam of the fcale» which 
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ii the fame thing as this ftick, is generally hung up 
to fomething elfe by its middle. But let us now 
move the ftick, and fee what will be the confe* 
quence. Mr. Barlow then pufhed the flick along 
in fueh a riianner* that when it reiled upon the back 
of the chair, there were three feet of it on one fide, 
and only one on the other. That fide which was 
longeft inilantly came to the ground as heavieft. 
You fee, Jaid Mr. Barlow, if we would now ba« 
lance them, we muft put a greater weight on the 
Oiorter fide ; fo he kept adding weights, till Tom- 
my found that one pound on the longeft fide would 
exafily balance. three on the Ihorteft ; for, as much 
as the longer fide exceeded the fliorter in length, 
fo much did the weight, which was hung at that 
end, require to exceed that on the longeft fide. 

This, faid Mr. Barlow, is what they call a lever ;\ 
and all the fticks that you have been ufing to-day, 
are only levers of a different conftru6lion. By thefe 
Ihort trials, you may conceive the prodigious ad- 
vantage which they are of to men. For, thus can 
one man move a weight, which half a dozen would 
not be able to do with their hands alone. Thus 
may a little boy, like you, do more than the ftrong- 
eft man could effe3, who did not know thefe fe- 
crets. As to that inftrument, by which you were 
fo furprized that Harry could cleave fo vaft a bo. 
dy of wood, it is called a wedge, and is almoft 
equally ufefql with the lever. The whole force 
of it confiils in its being gradually narrower and 
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narrower, till at laft it ends in a thin edge capable 
of penetrating the fmalleft chink. By this we are 
enabled to overthrow the largell oaks, to cleave 
their roots almoft as hard as iron itfelf, and even to 
fplit the folid rocks. All this, faid Tommy, is 
wonderful indeed; and I need not aik the ufe of 
them, becaufe I fee it plainly in the experiments I 
h^ve made to-day. One thing more, added Mr. 
Barlow, as we are upon this fubjeft, I will fhow 
you : fo, he led him into the yard, to the bottom of 
his granary, where ftood a heavy fack of corn. 
Now,, faid' Mr. Barlow, if you are fo ftout a fellow 
as you imagine, take up this fack of corn, and carr}( 
it up the ladder into the granary. That, replied 
Tommy laughing, is impoflible ; and I doubt, fir, 
whether you could do it yourfelf. Well,, faid Mr, 
Barlow, we will at lead try what is to be done. He 
then led ihera up into the granary, and ihowiog 
thema middle-fized wheel with a handle fixed up- 
on it, defired the little boys to turn it round. They 
began to turn it with fome little difficulty, and 
Tommy could hardly believe ^his eyes, when pre- 
fently after he faw the fack of corn, which he had 
defpaired of moving, mounted up into the granary 
and fafely landed upon the floor. You fee, faid 
Mr. Barlow, here is another ingenious contrivance, 
by which the weakeft perfon may perform the work 
of the ftrongeft. This is called the wheel and axis. 
You fee this wheel, which is not yery large, turns 
round an axle which goes into it^and is much 
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fmaller, and at every turn the rope to which the 
weight is fixed that you want to move, is twitted 
round the axle. Now, juft as much as the breadth 
of the whole wheel is greater than that of the axle 
which it turns round, fo much greater is the weight, 
that the perfon who turns it can move, than he 
could do without it. Well, faid Tommy, I fee it 
is a fine thing indeed to acquire knowledge ; fot 
Jby thefe means, one not only increafes one's under- 
fi^nding, but one's bodily ilrength. But are there 
no more, fir, of thefe ingenious contrivances ? For 
X (hould like to undeHland them all. Yes, an* 
fwered Mr. Barlow, there are more; and all of 
them you QiaII b& perfe31y acquainted with ia 
time; but for this purpQfey.ou (hould be able to 
write, and comprehend fomething of aiith^netic. 

. ' Tommy. ;. 
. What is, arithmetic, fir ?• i - . ^ 

, .. ». ^.. Mr. .Barlo.w. j 

That is not fo c^{y; |o make you under ftand at 
once ; I will however jfy to explain.it. Do you 
fee the grains of wh^^t, which ji"p fcattered in the 
window ? • . , s ■ 

Tommy. 
Yes, fir. 

Mr. Barlow. , j ^ • * . 
Can you coutitjioiv^ many th^jje are ? 

. , ,, t .. i Tommy. • . ? r -. " '» 
There are^juft five and twenty of them. 
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Mr. Barlow. 
Very well. Here is another parcel : how many 
grains are there ? 

Tommy. 
Juft fourteen. 

Mr. Bari:o^. 
If there are fourteen grains in one heap and^ 
twenty-five in the other, how many grains are there 
in all ; or how many do- fourteen and twenty- five 
inake ? Tommy was unable to anfwer, and Mr. 
Barlow propofed the fame queftion to Harry, who 
anfwered that together they made thirty.nine, 
Ag^in» faid Mr.Barlow, I will put the two beapa 
together, and then bow many will there be ? 

Tommy. 
Tbtrty-.nine« 

Mr. Barlow. 
Now look, I have juft taken away nineteen from 
the number, bow many do you chink remain ?~ 

Tommy. 
I will count them. 

Mr. Barlow. 
And cannot you tell without counting? How 
many are there, Harry ? . 

Harry. 
Twenty, fir. 

Mr. BarlowC • 

All this is properly the art of arithmetic, which 
is the fame as that of counting, only it is done in a 
much iliorter and eafier way, without the trouble 
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of having the things always before you. Thus, for 
inftance, if you wanted to know how many barley- 
corns were in this fack, you wolild perhaps be a 
week in counting the whole number* 

Tommy. 
, Indeed I believe I (hould. 

Mr, Barlow.^ 
If you underllood arithmetic you might do it in 
five minutes. 

Tommy. 
That is extraordinary indeed ; I can hardly con* 
ceive it poiTible. 

Mr. Barlow. 
A buthel of corn weighs about fifty pounds 
weight ; this Ikck contains four bufliels, fo that 
4here are juft two hundred pounds weight in all. 
Now every pound contains fixteen ounces ; and 
fixteen times two hundred make thirtv^two bun- 
dred ounces. So that you have nothing to do^but 
count the number of grains in a fingle ounce, and 
there will be thirty-two hundred times that num- 
ber in a fack. 

Tommy. 
I declare this is curious indeed, and I (hould 
like tQ learn arithmetic. Will Harry and yoo^ 
teach m€) fir ? 

Mr. Barlow. 
You know we are always ready to improve ypu*. 
But, before we leave this iiibje6l, I muft tell you 
a little ftory. There was a gentleman who was ex.* 
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treiiiel)r fond of beautiful horfes, and did not 
grudge to give the highefl prices for them. One 
day a horfe-courfer came to him, and (howed him 
one fo handfome, that he thought it fuperior to all 
he had ever feen before. He mounted him, and 
found his paces equally excellent ; for though he 
was full of fpirit, he was gentle and tradable as 
could be wiihed. So many perfe£lions delighted 
the gentleman, and he eagerly demanded the price* 
The horfe-courfer anfwcred that he would bate 
nothing of two hundred guineas ; the gentleman, 
although he admired the horfe, would not confent 
to give it, and they were juft on the point of part- 
ing. As the man was turning his backi the gentle- 
man called out to him, and faid, Is there no peflible 
way of our agreeing ? for I would give you any 
thing in reafon for fuch a beautiful creature.. Why; 
replied the dealer, who was a (hrewd fellow,, arid 
perfefily undcrftood calculation, if you do not like 
to give me two hundred guineas, will you give me 
a farthing for the iirfl: nail the horfe has in his 
flioe, two farthings For the fecond, four for the 
third, and fo go doubling throughout the whole 
twenty-four? for there are no more than twenty- 
four nails in all his flioes. Th» gentleman gladly- 
accepted the condition, and ordered the horfe to b/; 
led away to his ilables. 

Tommy. 
This fellow muit have been a very great bloick* 
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head, to afk two hundred guineas, and then to take 
a few farthings for his horfe. 

Mr. Barlow. 
The gentleman was of the fame opinion ; how- 
ever, the horfe-courfer added, I do iiot mean, fir, 
to tie you down to this lait propofal, which, upon 
^onfideratiofi, you may like as little as the firft ; all 
that I require is, that if you are diflatisfied with 
your bargain, you will promife to pay me down the 
two hundred guineas which I firft afked. This the 
gentleman willingly agreed to, and then called his 
iteward to calculate the fum, for he was too much 
of a gentleman to be able to do it himfelf. The 
fteward fat down with his pen and ink, and after 
fome time gravely wiihed his mafter joy,' and aiked 
him in what part of England the efiate was fituated 
that he was going to purchafe. Are you mad, re« 
plied the gentleman ? It is not an eftate, but a horfe, 
that I hTve juft bargained for, and here is the owner 
of him, to whom I am going to pay the money. If 
there is any madnefs, fir, replied the fteward, it 
certainly is not on my fide ; the fum you have or- 
dered me to calculate, comes to juft feventeen 
thoufand, four hundred, and feventy-fix pounds, 
befides fome (hillings and pence; and furely no 
man in his fenfes would give this price for a horfe. 
The gentleman was more furprifed than he had 
ever been before, to hear the aflertion of his ftew- 
ard; but, when upon examination he found it 
more than the truth, he was very glad to compound 

for 
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for his fooliOi agreement, by giving the horfe 
courfer the two hundred guinei^s, and difmiffing 
him. 

Tommy. 
This is quite incredible, that a farthing, juft 
doubled a few times, fliould amount to fueh a pro- 
digious Aim: however, I am determined to learn 
arithmetic, that I may not be impofedupon in this 
manner ; for I think a gentleman muft look very 
filly in fuch a (ituation. 

Thus had Tommy a new employment and diver* 
fion for the winter nights, the learning arithmetic. 
Almoft every night did Mr. Barlow, and Harry, 
ahd he, amufe themfelves with little quefiions that 
related to numbers : by which means Tommy be- 
came in a (hort time fo expert, that he could add, 
fubtraft, multiply, or divide, almoft any given 
fum, with little trouble and great exaftnefs. 

Some time after, in one of their walks, they hap- 
pened to pafs through a fmall town in their way, 
and faw a crowd of people going into a houfe, 
which gave Mr. Barlow tiie curiofity to inquire 
the reafon. They were told, that there was a won- 
derful perfon there, who performed a variety of 
ftrange and diverting experiments. Upon Tom- 
my's exprefling a great defire to fee thefe curious 
exhibitions, Mr. Barlow took them both in, and 
they all feated themfelves among the audience. 
Prefently the performer began his exhibitions^ 

which 
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^bidhvery much diverted Tommy, aad futprifed 
4he {pc&diors. At length, after a variety of ctiri- 
^us tricks upon card?, the conjurer defired them to 
obferve a large bafon of water, with the figure of a 
little fwan floating upon the furface. Gentlemen, 
faid the man, I have referved this curious experi- 
ment for the laft ; becaufe it is the moft wonderful 
of all that I have to ifaow, or that perhaps was ever 
exhibited to the prefent hour. You fee that fwan ; 
it is no more than a little image without either fenfe 
or life. If you have any doubt upon the fubje3« 
take it up in your hands and examine it. Accord* 
ingly, feveral of the fpe3ators took it up in their 
hands, and, after having examined it, fet it down 
again upon the water. Now, continued he, tbi9 
fwan, which to you appears totally without fenfe 
or motion, is of fo extraordinary a nature, that he 
knows me, his mafter, and will follow in any dU 
region that I command. Saying this, he toofc out 
a little piece of bread, and whiftling to his bird, 
ordered him to come to the fide of the bafon, and 
be fed. Immediately, to the great furprife of all 
the company, the fwan turned about, and fwam to 
the fide of the bafon. The man whiftled again, 
and prefently the fwan turned himfelf rou^d, apd 
purfued the hand of his mafter to the other fide of 
the bafon. The fpedators could hardly believe 
tbei» eyes, and feme of them got little pieces of 
liread, and held them out, imagining that he would 
do the fame to them. But it was in vain they 
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whiftled and prefemed their bread ; the bird rfc- 
niained/4|nmQved upon the water, and obeyed no 
orders but thofe of his raafter. When this exhi- 
bition bad been repeated over and over again, tp 
the extreme delight and afioniihment of all prefent, 
the company rofe and difperfed, and Mr. Barlow 
and.the lULtle boys purfued their. way home. 

But Tommy's mind was fo engaged "with what 
he had feen, that for feveral days he could think 
and talk of nothing elfe. He would give all that 
he had in the world, to find out this curious trick, 
and to be poflefTed of fuch a fwan. At length, as he 
was one day talking to Harry upon the fubjefi, 
Harry told him with a fmile that he believed he 
bad found out the method of doing it ; and that if 
he did not miftake, he would the next day fhow him 
a fwan that would come to be fed as -well as the 
conjurer's. Accordingly, Harry moulded a bit of 
wax into the (hape of a fwan, and placed it upon a 
bafon of water. He then prefented to it a piece 
of bread, and, to the inexpreflible delight of Tom- 
my, the fwan purfued the bread juft as he had feen 
before. After he had feveral times diverted him- 
felf with this experiment, he wanted to be informed 
ofthe compofitionof this wonderful fwan. Harry, 
therefore, fliowed him, within the body of the 
bird, a large needle, which lay acrofs it from one 
end to the other. In the bread with which the 
fwan was fed, he alfp fhowed him concealed ^ 
fmail bar of iron. Tommy could not comprehend 

all 
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M this, although he fa^ it before hrs eyes* But 
Mr. Barlow, who was prefeni, taking up»*lhe bar 
of iron, and putting down feveral needles upon 
the table. Tommy was infinitely furprifed to Tec 
the needles all jump up, one after another, at the 
approach of the bar, and flioot towards it as if they- 
had been poffeficd of life and fenfe* They then 
all hung about the bar fo firmly, that, though it was 
lifted into the air, they all remained fufpended, 
nor ever quitted their hold, Mr. Barlow thea 
placed a key upon the table, and putting the iroa 
near it, the key attached itfelf as firmly to the bar 
as the needles had done before* All this appeiared 
fo furprifing to Tommy, that he begged an expla- 
nation of it from Mr. Barlow. That gentleoHUt 
told b'ma, that there was a fioneoften found in iron 
mines that was called the load-ftone. This flone 
is naturally poiTeiTed of the furprifing power of 
drawing to itfelf all pieces of iron that are not too. 
l^rge, nor placed at too ;great a diflance. But 
what is equally extraordinary is, that iron itfelf, 
2^ter having b<en rubbed upon the ioad-ftone, ac- 
quires the fame virtue as the flone itfelf, of attract* 
iflg other iron. For this purpofe, they take fmall 
bars of iron,- and rub them carefully upon the toad*- 
flone; and when they have acquired this extraor- 
dinary power, they ^all them magnets, When 
Harry had feen the exhibition of the fwan, upon, 
revolving it over in his mind,. he began to Jfufpefl 
that it was pcrfornwjd entirely by the pqwcr of: 

I magnetifm. 
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magnetifm. Upon his talking to me about the af- 
fair, I confirmed him in his opinion, and furnifhed 
him with a fmall magnet to put into the bread, and 
a large needle to conceal in the body of the bird. 
So this 18 the explanation of the feat, which fo 
much puzzled you a few days paft, Mr. Barlow' 
had fcarcely done fpeaking, when Tommy ob- 
ferved another curious property of the fwan, which 
he had not found out before. This bird, when 
left to itfelf, conftantly reded in one particular di« 
region ; and that dire£lion was full north and 
fouth. Tomtny inquired the reafon of this, and 
;Mr. Barlow gave him this additional explanation. 
The perfons that firft difcovered the wonderful 
powers of the load- {tone in communicating its vir- 
tues to iron, diverted themfelves, as* we 'do how, 
in touching needles and fmall pieces of iron^ which 
they made to float upon water, and attrafled them 
ibout with other pieces of iron. But it «was not 
long before they found out, as you do now, ano- 
ther furprifing property of this wonderful ftone. 
They obferved, that when a needle had once been 
touched by the load-Hone, if it was left to float up- 
on the water without reflraint, it would invariably 
turn itfelf towards the north. In a fliort. time, 
they improvcAthe difcovery farther, and contrived 
to fufpend the middle of the needle upon a point, 
fo loofely t}iat it could move about in every direc- 
tion. This they covered with a glafs-cafe, and 
hy this means they always bad it in their power 

to 
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to find out all the quarters of the heavens and 
earth. 

Tommy. 
^ Was this difcovery of any great ufe f 

Mr. Barlow. 
Before this titne, they had no other method o^ 
finding their way along the fea, but by obferving 
the flars. They knew l)y experience, in what parts 
of the flcy certiin flars appeared at every feafon of 
the year, and this enabled them to difcover Eaft, 
^ Weft, North, and South. But wh6n they fet out 
from their own country by fea, they knew in which 
direflion the place was fituated, which they were 
going to. If it lay to the eaft, they had only 16 
keep the head of the fliip turned fuil to that quarter 
of the heavens, and they would arrive at the plaice 
they were going to ; and this they were enabled to 
do by obferving the ftars. . But frequently the 
weather was thick, and the ftars no longer appear- 
cd ; and then they were left to wander about the 
pathiefs ocean without the fmalleft track to guid^ 
them in their courfe. 

TommV. 
Poof people, they muft be in a dreadful fituatlmi 
indeed, toft about on fuch an immenfe place as the 
' fea, in the middle of a dark night, and not able 
even to guefs at their fituaf ion. 

Mr. Barlow. 
For this reafon they feldom dared to venture out 
of ^ght of fliore, for fear of lofing their way : by 
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ineans, all their^voyages were long and tedious ; foe 
they were obliged to make them feveral times as long 
as they would have done, coul<l they have taken the 
ilraight and nejar^il w^y. Bpt foon after the dif- 
covery of this adm.irable proper^ty of the load*ilone» 
they, found that the needle which had- been thus 
prepared, ^yas capable of (hpwing them the differ- 
ent points of the heavens even in the darkefl night* 
This enabled them to fail with grea^r fecurity, and 
to venture boldly upon the inimenfe oceaQ, which 
jhe^ had.alw^ys feafed befpr?.. 

And now the time arrived, when Tommy was by 
appointment to go honie and fpend fome time, with 
his parents. Mr.. Barlow had been long afraid of 
this vifit, as he knew he would meet agreat deal 
of company there, who would give him impreflions 
of .a very different nature from what, he had with 
fo much a^jduity been labouring.to excite. How- 
ever the vifit w.s^ unavoidable, and. Mr. MertQCL 
fent fo prefling an invitation for Harry ..to .accoxn- 
pany'his friend, after having obtained the coafeot 
of his father, that Mr. Barlow, with much regret, 
took leave of both his .pupils* Harry,, from the 
experience he had formerly acquired of polite life, 
had no great inclination for the expedition; how^ 
ever, his temper was too eafy and obliging tp raife 
■ any objections, and the real affe£lion he now enter* 
)tained for Mijfter Merton> rendered him lefs averfe 
than he would otherwife have been* When they 
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arrived at Mr. Mertoh's, they were introduced in- 
to a crowded drawing-room, full of the moft ele- 
gant company which that part of the country af- 
forded; among whom were fevefal young gentle- ■ 
men and ladies of different ages, who had been 
pnrpofely invited to fpend their holidays with 
Matter MertDn. As foon as Mafter Merton en- 
tered, every tongue was let loofe in his praife ; he 
was grown, he was improved, he was fiich a charm- 
ing boy ; his eyes, his hair, hiy teeth, his every 
feature was the admiration of all the ladies* Thrice 
did he msike the circle in order to receive the con • 
gratulations of the company and to be introduced 
id the young ladies. As to Hari'y, he had the 
good fortune to be taken notice of by nobody ex-* 
eeptMr. Merton; who received him with great cor- 
diality. A lady,' however, that fat by Mrs. MertonV 
afked her in a whiTper, which was loud enough to' 
Be heard all over the room, whether that was the 
little plough-boy which (he had heard Mr. Barlow 
was attempting to breed up like a gentleman. Mrs. 
Merton anfwered it was. I protcft, faid the lady, 
I (hould have thought fo'by his plebeian look ani 
vulgar air. But 1 wonder, my dear madam, that 
you will fuffer your Ton, that without flattery is 
one of' the moft accompliflied children I cverfaw^ 
Ml my life, with quite the air of fafhioti, to keep- 
feich company. < Are you not afraid that Mafter 
Mefton ftduld infehfibly comraa bad habits and' 
»-fro v^liRgi. way- of ihi»king ? For my own part. 
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as I think a good education is a thing of the utmoll 
confequence in life, I have fpared no pains to give 
my dear Matilda every poflible advantage. In- 
deed, replied Mrs. Merton, one may fee the excel* 
lence of her education in every thing that Mifs 
Matilda does. She plays mpft divinely upon th^ 
harpfichord, talks French ev^n better than flie doe^ 
Englilh, and draws in the ilyle of a mafi^er. In- 
deed, I think that lafl figure of the naked gladiator 
the fineft thing I ever faw in my life. 

While this converfation was going on in one 
part of the room, a young hdy obferving that no- 
tody feeme4 to take the lead notice of Harry, ad- 
vanced towards him with the greateft affability, and 
began to enter into converfation with him. This 
young lady's name was Simmons: her father and 
mother had been two of the moft refpeftable peo- 
ple in the country, according to the old ftyle of 
Englifli gentry ; but having died while flxc was 
young, the care of her had devolved upon an un- 
cle, who was a man of fenfe and benevolence, but 
a very great humourift. This gentleman had fuch 
peculiar ideas of female character, that be waged 
war with moft of the polite and modern accomplifli- 
ments. As one of the firft bleffings of life, accord- 
ing tQ his notions, was health, he endeavoured to 
prevent that fickly delicacy, which is confidered 
as fo great an ornament in f^jQiionable life, by a. 
more robuft and hardy education. His niece was 
acc^ilomed from her earlieft yeaxs tp pUnge into 
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the cold bath at every feafon of the year, to rife by 
candle-light in the winter, to ride a dozen miles 
upon a trotting-horfe, or to walk as many even with 
the hazard of being fplalhed or foiling her clothes. 
hy this mode of education Mifs Sukey, for fo flie 
had the misfortune to be named, acquired an excel- 
lent charafter, accompanied however with fomc 
difpoGtions, which difqualified her almoft as much' 
as Harry, fox fafhionabfe life. She was acquainted- 
with all the bcft authors in our own language, nor 
was fhe ignorant of thofe in French ; although flie 
'could not fpeak a word of the language. Her un- 
cle, who was a man of fen fe and knowledge^ had 
befides inftruQed her in feveral parts of knowledge, 
which rarely fall to the lot of ladies ; fuch as the 
eftabliOied laws of nature and a fmall degree ot 
geometry. She was, befides, brought up to every 
fpccics of ho>ifehold employment, which is novr 
exploded by ladies, in every rank and Oation» a$^ 
mean and vulgar ; and taught to believe that do* 
ineftic oeconomy is a point of the utmoft confer 
qucnce to every woman who intends to be a wiif 
or mother. As to mufic, though Mifs Simmci»s 
had a very agreeable voice, and could fing (everfip 
fimple fongs in a very pleafing manner* (h^ waf 
entirely ignorant of it; her unclje ufed to.fay»t^at 
human Itfe is not long enough, to throw .away fo 
much time upon the fcience of making a apiief- . 
Such bad been the ^ucation of Mi;f$.SimnM>ii94 
who was the ooly on€^»f aU the genteel conap^ny 
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at Mr. NIcrton*s that thought Harry cJererving tht 
leaft attention. This young lady, who poffefled 
an uncommon degree of natural benevolence of 
charaQer, came up to him, and addreffed him ia 
fuch a manner as fet him perfeftly at his eafe. Harry 
was deftitute of the artificial graces of fociety ; but 
he poflefli^d that natui^l politenefs and good-nature, 
without which all artificial graces are the moft dif- 
'gufting things in the world. Harry had an under- 
ftanding naturally flrong; and Mr. Barlow, whil« 
he had with the greateft care preferved him from 
^all falfe impreffions, had taken great pleafure in 

tultivating the faculties offhis mind. Harry in- 
eed never faidany of thofe brilliant things whfth 
.render a boy the darling of the ladies ; he had»ncft 
( %hat vivacity, or rather impertinence, which fre- 
f^quemly pafles for wit with fuperficial people : but 
, he paid, th'le greateft attention to what was faid to 
him, and made the moft judicious obferv^tions up« 
on fabjcSs he underftood. For this reafon, Mifs 
Simmons, although much older, and more im- 
proved, received ^reat fatisfaftion from Converfiiiig 
Avith him, and thought little Harry infinitely more 
agreeable and judicious than any of the fmart young 
gentlemen flic had hitherto feen at Mr. Mcrton's. 
* But now th« company was fummbned ta the 
important bofinefs of dinner. Harry could not 
help righing,-when he rcflefted upon what he had 
io undergo; however, he determined to bear it 
with all imaginable fortitude for the fake of hk 

friend 
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fSriind Tommy. The dinner indeed was, if pofli-* 
ble, more dreadful than any thing he had before ^ 
undergone; fo many fine gentlemen and fine la«^ 
dies ; fo many powdered fervants to ftand behind 
tfaeir chairs ; fuch an apparatus of diOies that Harry 
kad never tailed before, and that almoil mad^hini' 
lick when he, did tafte; fo many removes; fuch' 
pomp and folemnity about what feemed the eafieft* 
tiling in the worid ; that Harry cou^d not help en« 
vying the condition of hi« father's labourers,' who- 
trben they' are hungry, can fit at their eafe under 
a hedge, and liiake a dinner without plates, tablcr 
Cloths, or compliments. In the mean time his 
friend Tommy was received amid the circle of the 
hdies, and attetided to as a prodigy of wit and in- 
genuity. Harry could not help beiiig furprifed at- 
t^is ; his afi'eflion for his friend was totally un- 
mixed with the meannefs of jealdufy, and he re« 
ceiyed the fincereft pleafure from every improve* 
ment which Tdmmy had made ; however, he had. . 
never difcovered in him any of thofe furprifing r 
talents, ^d when he could catch any thing thai;,. 
Tommy faid, it appeared to him rather inferior tQ- 
his bfual method of converfation : however, as fO;* 
tpany fine ladies wefre of a different opinion, he 
took it' for granted that he muft be miilakea. 3ut,i 
if Harry's opinion of his friend'tf abilities was not ; 
much imprqved by this exhibition, it was not {<> . 
with Tommy. -The repeated affuratices whicbhe. \ 
received that be was indeed a little prodigy, begail ! J 
. •" 15 to 
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tp convince bim that he rtally was fq, Wheri he 
ccinridered the company he cftnie froifl* he found' 
that infinite injuftice had been done to his merit ; 
fpr at Mr. Barlow's he wa§ frequently contradid- 
ed^ an^J obliged to give a rea,fon:. for what he faid ;. 
but here in order to be ..adoiiredi, he had nothing 
tp dp but talk i whether he had any meaning ox* 
not,, his auditors always found either wit, or Cenfe* 
or, a moil entertaining fprightlinefs, in all he faidv 
NoF was Mrs. Merton herfelf define ient in befto\^« 
iiig marks of adtniratioa upon her fon.. To fee 
hrm before improve in health, in underftanding, im 
virtue, had^ giveaher a pleafurable fenfation, foe 
Oie was by no means deftiiute of good difpofirions ; 
but to fee him (bine with fuch tranfcendent bright^ 
t^efs, before fuch excellent judges, and in fo polite 
a company^ ipfpired her with raptures fiie had never 
felt before. Indeed, in confequence of this fuc^ 
ceCs, the young gentleman's volubility improved 
fo much, that before the dinner was over, he Teem- 
ed difpofed to engrofs the whole converfation to 
himfelf ; and Mr. Merton, who did not quite re* 
liih the fallies of his fon fo much as his wife, was 
once OF twice obliged to interpofe and check himi 
in his career. This Mrs. Merton thought very 
hard, and all the ladies, after they had retired into 
the drawing-room, agreed, that his father would 
certainly fpoil his temper by fuch improper contra-* 
di£lion. Aa to little Harry, he had. not the good 
fortune to pleaXe the great^c nuoiber of the ladies ;: 

they 
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fhey obferved that he was awkward and ungenteei^ 
and had a heavy clownifii look ; he was alfo (ilent 
and referved, and bad not faid a (ingle agreeable 
thing: if Mr. Barlow. chofe to keep a fchool for 
carters and threOiers^ nobody would hinder him 4 
but it was not proper to introduce fuch vulgar 
people to the fons of perfons of fafhion. It was 
therefore agreed, that Mr. Barlow ought either to 
fend little Harry home to his friends^ or to.be nol 
more honoured with the company of Mailer Mer« 
ton. Indeed, one of the ladies hinted that Mr« 
Barlow himfelf was but an odd kind of man, that 
never went to afiemblies, and played upon ho kind 
of infirument. Why^ anfwered Mrs. Merton, to 
tell the truth, I was not over fond of the fcheme.: 
Mr. Barlow, to be fure, though a very good, is a very 
odd k.ind of man ; however, as he is fo difintereil^ 
ed, and would never receive the lead prefent from 
us, I doubt whether we could with propriety infift 
upon his turning little Sandford out of the houfe* 
If that is the cafe^ madam, anfwered Mrs^ Comp» 
ton, for that was the name of the lady, I think st 
would be infinitely better to remove Mafier Mer- 
ton, and place him in fome polite feminary ; where 
he might acquire a knowledge of the world, and 
foake genteel connexions. This will be always 
the greateft advantage to a young gentleman, and 
will prove of the moft eflential fervice to bim in 

^ life. For though a perfon has all the merit in the 
wortd» without fuch acquaintance it never will 
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pu£h him. forward, or enable him to make a figure* 
This is the plan which I have always purfued with 
Auguftus and Matilda ; I think I may fay not €n»> 
lirtily without fuccefs; for they have both the 
good fortune to have formed (he moft brilliant ac* 
5j[uaiutances« As to Auguftus, he is fo intimate 
vith young Lord Squander, who you know is pofr 
feffpjd of the greateft parliamentary intcreft, that I 
think. his fortune is as good as made» Mifs Sim^ 
znons, .who was prefent at this refined and wife 
cOnverfation, could not help looking withfo much 
fignifiicance at thrs mention of Lord Squander, that 
Mrs. Compton coloured a litUe, and diked with 
lome warmth, whether fhe knew any thing of that 
young nobleman. Why, madam, anfwered : the 
young lady, what I know is very little; butif yoa 
defire me to inform you, it is ray duty to fpeak the 
truth. Oh ! to be fure mifs, replied Mrs. Comp^ 
to0, a little angrily ; we all know that your judg^ 
isent and knowledge of the world are fuperior to 
what any body elfe can boaft ; and therefore, I 
fcaHbe infinitely obliged to. you for any inforoia*^ 
lioa you may be pleafed to give. Indeed madam,' 
anfwered the young lady, I hiive very little of either 
to boail, nor am I perfonally acquainted with the 
nobleman you are talking of ; but I have a cbufin, 
i very good boy, that is at the fame public fchool 
with his lordiliip, who has. given me iuch a charaC'^- 
ter of him .as<does not much prepofiefs me in his 
favour .^T-ArKl wh^t. may this. Wife coufin ^f yours 

have 
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ha^ttmi of hb lonUbip ?i— Only, Tnadanrv Aiat He 
i$ one of the worft boys in the whole fchool. Th^tT 
be has neither genius, nor application foranytliitig 
that becomes his rank and fituation. That be has 
no taliefoi'an^ thing but gaming> horfe-racing, awl 
the moil contemptible amufesnents. That thocrgh 
Jikis allowance is fo larger he is eternally running in 
debt with every body that will trail him ; and that 
he has brpken his word fo often that nobody ha^ 
the leaft confidence in what he fays. Added to 
this, I have heard that he is fo haughty, tyrannical; 
and overbearing, that nobody caQ long preferve hia 
friendihip, without the meanell flattery and ful^fer-^ 
yience to all his vicious inclinations. Andtofrnifli 
all, that he is of fo ungrateful a temper^ that he was 
never known to do an a£l of kindnefs to any one« 
or to care about any thing but htmfelf.^ — ^Here MiTl 
Matilda could not help interpoling with warmth t 
file faid that his lordlhip had nothing in his charac* 
ter or manners that did not perfe£lly become a no* 
bleman of the moft elevated foul. Little grovel- 
ling minds, indeed, which are always envious of 
their fuperiors, might give adifagreeable turn, to 
the generous openoefs of this young nobieman'a 
temper. Tb^t as to gaming and running in debt^ 
they were fo elTential to a man of faihion, that no*^ 
body who was not born in the city, «and opprefFed 
by city prejudices, would thing of making the leaft 
objeiiion to them. She then made a panegyric 
upon bis lofdlhip's perCo'^i iiis ekgiu^titaile an.<i 

drefs, 
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ireh^hh newpbaeton, his entertaining oonveHk* 
tidn» his extraordinary performance upon the vio« 
lin« and concluded that^ with fuch abilities and ac« 
eomplifliments, (he did not doubt of one day fee* 
ing him at the* bead of the nation^ Mifs Simmons 
had no defire of puihitig the converfation any far^* 
ther, and the reft of the company coming in to tea, 
the dtfquifition about Lord Squander ,finiih«dy7Vf^ 
t«r tea, feveral of the young ladies were defired to 
amufe the company with mufic and finging : amon^ 
the reft, Mifs Simmons fang a little Scotch fong, 
called Lochaber, in fo artkfs, but fweei and pathe- 
tic a manner, that little Harry liftened almoft with 
tears in his eyes, though feveral of the other young 
ladies, by their fignificant looks and geftures, treat- 
ed it with ineffable contempt. After this, Mifs 
Matilda, who was allowed to be a perfe3 miftrefs 
of mufic, played and fang federal celebrated Italian 
airs. But as they were in a language totally unin- 
telligible to him, Harry received very little plea* 
)lfure, though all the reft of the company were in 
laptures. She then proceeded to play feveral pieces 
•f mufic, which were allowed by all connoifleurs 
to require infinite (kill to execute. The audience 
feemed all delighted, and eithef felt, or pretended 
( to feel, inexpreflible pleafure ; even Tommy him- 
; iielf, though he did not know one note from ano* 
; dier, had 'caught fo much of the general enthufi- 
afm, that he applauded as loud as the reft^ of the 
company : but Han-y, whofe temper was not quite 

fo 


iO' pliable^ couM not conceal theintoterablt weari^ 
neis that overpowered bis feafe^ during this long 
exhibition. He gaped, he yawned, he ftre)bched« 
he even pinched himfelf, in order to keep his aii^ 
tention alive, but all in vain; the more Mifa Ma^ 
tilda exercifed her ikill in playing pieces of tb# 
moft diQcuit execution, the more disd H%rry'4 pro* 
penfity to drowfinefs increafe. At length, tb« 
latenefi^ of the hour,, which much exceeded Harry's 
time of going to bed«. confpiring with the opiate 
eharms. of mufic, he could refift no longer* but in« 
fenfibly fell back upon his chair, faft afleep. Tbit 
Unfortunate accident was fooo remarked by the 
reil of the company, and confirmed them very 
much in the opinion they had conceived of Harry'e 
vulgarity; while he, in the mean time* enjoyed the 
snoft placid (lumber* which was not diflipated till 
Mifs Matilda had deCHed from playing. 

Thus was the firll day paffed at Mr. Merton's, 
very little to the fatisfa£lion of Harry ; the next|» 
and the" next after, wa« only a repetition oi the 
£une fcene. The little gentry, whofe tafles and 
manners were totally different from hi&, had nowl 
imbibed a perfe3 contempt for Harry, andit waft 
with great dif&culty that they would condefcend IQ 
treat him even with common, civility. In this 
laudable behaviour they were veiy much confirm^ 
cd by Mafief Gompton and Mafter MaQi. Maftee 
Compton was reckoned a very genteel boy, though 
aU his giBittitity eonMfid ia apm of buckles, fa 

big 
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big that itbcy alruoft crippled him, in a flendcf^ 
emaciated figure, and a look of con fum mate impu-^ 
dence. He had almoil finifiied his education at^ 
public fchool, where he had learned every vied 
and folly Which is commonly taught at fuch places,- 
Ivithout the leaft improvement either of his cha-^ 

, r8(£ler or his>underilanding. Mafter Math was th6' 
fon of a neighbouring gentleman who had confiv 
derably impaired his fortune by an inordinate love 
of horfe-racing. Having been from his infancy- 
accuftonied to no other converfation than about 
winning and lofing money, he had acquired the 
idea that to bet fuccefsfully was the fummit of alt 
human ambition. He had been almoft brought up 
in the flable, and therefore had imbibed the greateft 
interefl about horfes ; not from any real affeQionf 
for that noble animal, but merely becaufe he con^^ 
fidered them as engines for the winning of money^ 
He too was now improving his talents by a public 

. education, and longed impatiently for the time 
when he ihould be fet free from all reflr^nt» and: 
allowed to difplay the fuperiority of his genius at 
Afcot and Newmarket. Thefc two young gentle* 
men had conceived the moft violent didike coi 
Harry, and loft no occafion of faying or doing 
every thing they had in their power* to mortify 
himJ I'o Tommy they were in the contrary ex- 
treme,' and omitted no opportunity of rendering 
tbemfeives agreeable. Nor was it long before 
their fbirward^ vvi^dcious < maimers^ accompanied 
\ i with 
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With a knowledge of many of thofe gay fceries 
which afted forcibiy upon Tommy's imagination, 
began to render their cbnverfation highly agree- 
able. They talked to him about public diverfion^^ 
about celebrated aftrefles, about parties of pleafure, 
and parties of mifchief. Tommy began to feci 
himfelf introduced to a new train of ideas, and a 
wider range of conduft ; he began to long for the 
time when he (hould fhare in the glories of rob- 
bing orchards, or infuhing paffengers, with impu- 
nity; but when he heard that little boys, fcarcely 
bigger than himfelf, had often joined in the glo- 
rious profpefl of forming open rebellions againft 
iheir mafiers, or of dillurbing a whole audience st 
a play-houfe, he panted for the time when he 
might have a chance of Sharing in the fame of fucH 
dtchievements. By degrees he loft all regard for 
Mt* Barlow, and all afre£lion for his friend Harrys 
at firfl, indeed, he was (hocked at hearing Mr. Barv 
]ow lilentibned with difreifped ; but, becoming by 
degrees more callous to every good iraprcflion, he 
at lail took infinite pleafure ia feeing Mailer Mafhv 
who, though deflitute of either wit or genius, had 
a great tafte for min^icry, take off the parfon in the 
fniddle of his fermon. Harry perceived and la- 
mented this change in the manners of bis friend ; 
he fometimes took the liberty of remonftfatiiig 
with him upon the fubje^, biit was only anfwered 
with a contemptuous fneer; ^nd MaAer Maib^ 
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who happened once to be prefent, told him that &e 
was a monftrous bore. 

It happened that while Harry was at Mr. Mer- 
ton's, there was a troop of flrolling players at a 
neighbouring town. In order to divert the young 
gentry, Mr. Merton contrived that they fhould 
make a party to fee a play. They went accord- 
ingly, and Harry with the refl. Tommy, who 
now no longer condefcended to take any notice of 
his friend, was feated between his two infeparable 
companions. Thefe young gentlemen firft began 
lo give.fpecimens of their politenefs by throwing 
nuts &nd orange peel upon the ftage, and Tommy, 
who was refolved to profit by fuch excellent ex- 
ample, threw nuts and orange peel with infinite fa- 
tisfa£lion. As foon as the curtain drew up, and 
(he a3ors appeared, all the reft of the audience ob« 
ferved a decent filence ; but Malh and Comptorr, 
who were now determined to prove the fuperioriiy 
of their manners, began to talk fo loud, and make 
£o much noife, that it was impoflible for any one 
pear them to hear a word of the play. This alfo 
(ieemed amazingly fine to Tommy ; and he too 
talked and laughed as loud as the reft. The fub* 
je£l of their con verfatioD was the audience and the 
performers; neither of which thefe polite young 
gentlemen found bearable. The company was 
chiefly compofed of the tradefmen of the town, 
and the inhabitants of the neighbouring country : 
Ibit. was a fufiicient reafon for thefe refined young 

gentlemen 
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gentlemen to fpeak of them with the moft infuffer- 

iible contempt. Every circumflance of their drefs 

and appearance was criticifed with fuch a minute- 

liefs of attention, that Harry^ who fat near, and 

very much againfl his inclination was witnefs to 

all that pafled, began to imagine that his compa-* 

nions, inflead of being brought up like the fons of 

gentlement had only ftudied under barbers and 

taylors; fuch amazing knowledge did they difplay 

in the hillory of buckles, buttons, and drefling of 

hair. As to the poor performers, they found them 

totally undeferving mercy ; they were fo fhock« 

ingly awkward, fo ill dreil, fo low-lived, and fuch 

deteilable creatures, that it was impo(Iible to bear 

them with any patience. Matter Ma(h, who 

prided himfelf upon being a young gentlen^an of 

great fpirit, was of opinion that they (hould kicl& 

up a riot and demolifh all the fcenery. Tommy, 

indeed, did not very well underfitand what the ex-v 

preflion meaned, but he was fo intimately per- 

fuaded of the merit and genius of his companions^ 

that be agreed that it would be the propereit thing 

lA^tho world, and the proppfal was accordingly 

made to the. reft of the young gentlemen. Qui 

]iarry, who had been filent ^U the time, could nots 

belp remo^firating a^t what appeare^d to him th^ 

greatell cruelty and injuftice. Thefe poor people,. 

faid he, are doing all they can to emertain us ; 4i 

k not very unkind to treat thap|ziii return with 

k^xn a^d CQoxeoipt? li tbey could d£l bjCttes^ 

evea 
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even as well as thefe fine people you talk of iii'^ 
London, would they not willingly do it; and there* 
fore why ihould we be angry at them for what they 
cannot help ? And as to cutting the fcenes tb 
pieces, or doing the faoufe any damage, have we 
any niore right to attempt it, than they would have 
to come into your father's dining-room and break 
the diihes to pieces, becaufe they did not like the* 
dinner P-r-While we are here let us behave with 
good manners ; and if we do not like their aftingv 
it is our own faults if ever we come to fee them- 
again.* This method of reafoning was not much 
relifhed by thofe to whom it was addreffed, and iv 
is uncertain how far they might have proceeded,' 
had not a decent, plain looking man, who had been 
long difturbed with the noife of thefe. young gen. 
try, at length taken the liberty of expoftulating^ 
with them upon the fubjeft. This freedom or im> 
pertinence, as it was tiermed by Mailer Mafh, was 
anfwered by him with fo much rudenefs, that the 
man, who was a neighbouring farmer, was obliged 
to leply in a higher ftrain. Thus did the aiterca-' 
tion increafe every minute, till Mafter Maih, wlk> 
tliolight it an unpardonable affront that any one iij 
in inferior ftation Ihould prefume to think or feel 
for himfelf, fo far loft dll command of his temper 
as to call the man a blackguard, and ftrike him. 
'0}>on the face. But the farmer^ wha poflefledH 
great ftrengthn^lM^s^ refolution, very deliberately* 
bid hold of ^he^youtngg^fitlemfm-wbo had cffer^ih 
1 . J him ^ 
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rUim the infult, and without the fmalleft exertion^ 
laid him fp raw ling upx)n the ground, at his fiiU 
length under the benches, and fetting his feet 
upon his bddy, told him that fince he did not kno\^ 
fapw to fit quiet at a plajr, he would have the ho- 
hour of teaching him to He; and that if he offered 
to ftir, be would trample him to ^ pieces; a threat 
which was very evident he could find no difficulty 
10 executing. This unexpe£led incident &ruck ai^ 
univerfal damp over the fpirits of thelittle gentry; 
and even Matter. Maib himfelf fo far forgot his 
dignity, as to fupplicate in a very fubmifTive man-^ 
ner for a releafe : in this he was Joined by alt his 
companions, , and Harry among the reft. Well, 
faid the farmer, I fhould never have thoughjt that a 
parcel of yotng gentlemen, as you call yourfelves, 
would come into public to behave with fo much 
rudenefs; I am fure, that there is ne'er a ploughr 
. boy at my houfe, but what would have ifhown more 
feiife and manners: but fince you are forry for 
what has happened, I am very willing to make an 
end of the affair; more efpecially for the fake oi 
this little mailer here, who has behaved with fo 
much propriety, that I am fure he is a better gen* 

. tleman than any of you, though he is not dreffe<t 
fo much like a iponkey or a barber. With tfaefe 
words he fuffered the creft-fallen MaQi to rife, who 
crept fsom his plase of confinement, with looV* 
infinitely mpre expreffive of mi|Mlj|s than he had 
brought with him : nor was the leffon loft upon 

the 
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the reft, for they behaved with the greateft decencj^ 
during all the reft of the exhibition. However, 
Mafter Mafli's courage began to rife a.s he went 
home, and found himfelf farther from his formid- 
able farmer ; for he affuted his companions, that 
if it had not been fo vulgftlr a fellow, he would 
certainly call him out and piftol him. 

The next day at dinner, Mr. Mertoh, a^d the 
ladies who had not accompanied the young gentle- 
men to the play, nor had yet heafd of the misfor- 
tune which had enfued, were very inquifitive about 
the preceding night's entertainment. The young 
people agreed that the performers were deteftable, 
but that the play was a charming piece, full of wit 
and fentiment, and extremely improving : this play 
was called The Marriage of Figaro, and Mafter 
Compton had informed them, that it was amazing- 
ly admired by all the people of fafhion in London. 
But Mr. Merton, who had obferved that Harry 
was totally (ileht, at length infifted upon knowing 
his opinion upon the fubjeft. Why, fir, anfwered 
Harry, I am very little judge of thefe mattCFS, for 
I never faw a play before in my life, and therefore 
I cannot tell whether it was a6led well or ill ; but 
as to the play itfelf, it feetned to me to be full of 
nothing but cheating and diflimulation, and the 
ipople that come in and out, do nothing but im- 
pofe upon ead^ther, and lie, and trick, and de- 
ceive. 'WcTc^x or any gentleman to have iuch 
a parcel of fervants, you would think them fit for 

nothing 
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nothing in the world ; and therefore I could not 
help wondering, while the play was afting, that 
people would throw away fo much of their time 
upon fights that can do them no good; and fend' 
their children and their relations to learn fraud and 
infincerity, Mr. Mertort ftniled at thfe honeft 
bluntnefs of Harry ; but feveral of the ladies, who 
had jull been expreffing an extravagant admiration 
of this piece, feemed to be not a little mortified ; 
however, as they could not contradift the charges 
which Harry had brought againft it« they thought 
it more prudent to be filent. 

In the evening, it was propofed that all the little 
gentry (hould divert themfelves with c^rds ; and 
they accordingly fat down to a game which ts call- 
ed Commerce. But Harry, who was totally igno* 
rant of this accomplifhment, delired to be excufed; 
however, his friend Mifs Simmons offered to teach 
bim the game, which (he affured him was fo eafy, 
that in three minutes he would be aibte to play as 
well as the reft. Harry, however, ftill continued 
to fefufe, and at length confeffed to Mifs Simmons* 
that he had expended all his money the day before, 
and therefore was unable to furnifh tlie ftake which 
the reft depoftted. Don't let that difturb you, faid 
Ihel^ I: will put down for you with a great deal of 
pleafuxe. Madam, anfwered Harry, I am very 
much obliged to you, I am fure ; but Mr. Barlow 
has always forbiddenf me either to receive or bor- 
row money of any body, for fear in the one cafe I 

{hould 
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ihoul<i become mercenary, or in the other, di(ho« 
neft ; and therefore, though there is nobody here, 
whom. I efteem more than yourfelf, I am obliged, 
to refufe your offer^ Well, replied Mifs SimmpnSt . 
that tieed not difturb you, for you (hall play upoa. 
my account; and that you may do without any 
violation of your principles. Thus was Harry, 
though with fome reluflance, induced to fit down 
to cards with the refi. The game, indeed, he. 
found no difficulty in learning, but he ^ could not 
help remarking with wonder, the extreme folici* 
eitude which appeared in the face of iill the players 
at every change of fortune. Even the young 
ladies, all but Mifs Simmons, feemed to be equally 
iienfibie of the paflion of gaining money with the 
ceft ; and fome of them behaved with a degree o£ 
afperity which quite afionilhed him. After feve- 
ral changes of fortune, it happened that Mifs Sim*- 
ipons and Harry were the only remaining players ^ 
all the reft, by the laws of the game, had forfeited, 
all pretenGons to thefiake, the property of w;hich 
was clearly veiled in thefe two, and one more deal 
was wanting to decide it. But Harry with great 
politenefs rofe from table, and told Mifs Simmons, 
that as he had only played upon. her account, he 
was now no longer wanted, and that the whole un« 
doubtedly belonged to her. Mifs Simmons refuf- 
ed to take it, and when Che found that Harry was 
not to be induced to play any more, (he at lad pro- 
]^ofed:to bin to divide what was left. This alfo; 

Harry 
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Harry declined, alleging that he had not the leaft 
title to any part. But Mifs Simmons, who began 
to-be uneafy at the obfervation which this extraor- 
dinary conteft produced, told Harry that he would 
very much oblige her by taking his (hare of the* 
money, and laying it out in any manner for her 
that he judged heft. Upon this condition, an- 
fwered Harry, I will take it ; and I think I know 
a method of laying it out, which you will not en- 
tirely d if approve, . 

The next day, as foon as breakfaft was overt 
Harry disappeared ; nor was he come back vrhtn 
the company were afferabled at dinner. At length 
he came in, with a glow of heakh and exercife" 
upon his face, and that diforder of drefs which is 
produced by a long expedition. The young ladies' 
eyed him "with great contempt, which Teemed a lit- 
tle to difconcert him; but Mr. Merton fpeaking 
to him with great good humour, and making room 
for him to fit down, Harry foon recovered from 
his confufion. In' the evening, after a long con- 
verfation among the young people about public 
diverfions, and plays, and dances, and aftors, they 
happened to mention the name of a celebrated per- 
former, who at this time engaged the whole atten- 
tion of the town. Mailer Compton, after expati- 
ating with great enthufiafm upon the fubjeft, added, 
that nothing was fo fafhionable as to make great 
prefents.to this perfon, in order to (hew the tafte 
and elegance of the giver. He then propofed, that 
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as fo many young gentlemen and ladies were here 
a^embled, they fhould fet av example which would 
Ao them infinite honour, and probably be followed 
throughout the kingdom, of making a little collect 
lion an(iong themfelves to buy a piece of plate, or 
a gold fnufT-box, or fome other trifle, to be pre- 
fented in their name. He added, that though he 
could i)i fpare the money, having juft laid out fix 
guJj;ieas upoj;i a new pair of buckles, he would con* 
tribute a guinea to fo excellent a purpofe, and that 
i^9J^€jr Mafh and Mafier Merton would do the 
{ame^ This propofal was univerfally approved of 
by all tbf company ; and all, but Harry, promifed 
to contribute in proportion to their finances. This 
Mafier Mafii obferving, faid. Well, farmer, and 
what will you fubfcribe? Harry anfwered, that 
lipon this occafion he muil beg to be excufed, for. 
lie had nothing to give. Her« is a pretty fellow 1 
a^fwered Mafh; laft night W£ faw him pouch 
thirty ihillings of our money, which he cheated us 
put of at Commerce, and now the little ftingjr 
wretch will not contribute half a crown« where we 
are giving away whole guineas. Upon this, Mifs 
Matilda faid, in an ironical manner, that Mafter 
Harry had always an excellent j'eafon to give for 
his condu£l ; and (he did not doubt but he could 
prove to atl their fatisfa£lion, that it was more li- 
beral to keep his money in his pockot tibaa'^to give 
it away* Harry, who was a little {titled at the& 
rcfle&ionSt anfwered, that though lie was not bound 

to 


to gH'c any re»foff, he thought he had a very good 
■one to gfve ; and thai was, that he faw no generp* 
fity IB thus bellowing money. Aceording to your 
own account, addeii he, the perfon you have been! 
talking of, gains more than fifty poor families have 
in the country to maintain themfelires ; and there- 
fore, if I had any money to give away, I fhould 
certainly give k to thofe that warn it molL With 
«befe words, Harry went out of the room, and thd 
#6ft of the gentry^ after aSjufing him ve#y liberally, 
Ik down <o cards. Bui Mifs Simmons, who ima-^ 
^ined that there w«s more in Harry's condufi than' 
he had explained, excufed herfelf from cards« and! 
4ook an opportunity of taUcJng to tiim fipon the 
fnfajefl. After fpeaktng to him with great good^ 
nature, (healked htm, whether it mighfe not have 
%een "becfor to have -contrftutcd- fomething alon^ 
with the refti than to have offended them by fo fre0 
j^n expofition of his fentiments:: even though he 
•did not entirely appn>ve of the (cheme. Indeed^ 
•mad'am, faid Harry, this is what I would gladly 
iiave done, but it was totally oi^ ^f tay power* 
How can th^t be, Harry; did yon not win ihef 
'Other night near thirty (hillings ? That, Madam, 
an belonged to you ; and I have already difpoled 
•of it in your name^ in a manner that I hope you 
4viU not difapprove. How is that^ anfwered the 
jroung lady with fome furprifel Madam, {aid 
Harry, there* was a young woman that lived with 
wny father as a fervant, and alwaya J^haved with.> 
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the greateft honefly and carefulnefs. This younjg 
woman had an aged father and mother, who for a 
great while were able to maintain themfeive$ by 
^heir own labour ; but at iaft the poor old man ber 
came too weak to do a day's work, and his wife 
was afflifled with a difeafe they xall the palfy. 
Now, when this good young woman faw that, her 
parents -were ip fuch great diftrefs, ; (he left her 
place and went to live wLth.-them,^ oapurpofe to 
take care of tbeim; and flicworks, very hard, when- 
ever (he can get work, and fares, very bard, in or- 
der to. maintain her parents; and though we aflift 
them.all .we can, I know that fometimes they can 
hardly gi?t ^ood and clothes* Therefore, madam, 
as you wei;e jfo kind to fay, that I (hould diipofe pf 
this money for.ypu, ;I ran over this morning tp 
thefe poor people, and gave. them..all. the money ia 
your name : and I hope. you will not be difpieafed 
at the ufe I haye put it to* Indeed, anfwered the 
young lady, 1 am much obliged to you for the 
good opinioayQU hs^ve pf me; and theapplicatioa 
of it does me ^ great d<?al pf ho^iour ; I am only 
lorry, you did not give it ia your own^name. That, 
replied Hurry, I had not any right to do; it would 
have been attributing to myfelf what did not be- 
long to nae, apd equally inconfiftent with truth and 
honefty. 

In this manner did the time pafs away at Mr. 
Merton's, while Harry received very little .fatif- 
jp£lion from his vifit, except in converfing with 

Mifs 
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Mifs Simmons. The affability and good fen fe of 
this young lady had entirely gained his confidence* 
While all the other young ladies were continually 
iritent upon difplaying their talents and import- 
ance, (he alone was fimple and unaffefted. But 
what difguftfcd Halrry more than ever was, that his 
refined conipahions feemed to confider themfelves* 
and a' few of their acquaintance, as the only beings 
ofany 'confequence in the world. The mod tri- 
flittg inconvenience, the being a little too hot, al 
little too cold, the walking a few hundred yards, V 
the waiting a few minutes for their dinner, the 
having a trifling cold, or a little head-ach; were 
misfortunes fo feelingly lamented, that he would \ 
have imagined they were the raoft tender of the 
human fpecies, had he not obferved that they con- 
fidered the fufferings of all below them with a 
profound indifference. If the misfortunes of the 
poor were mentioned, he heard of nothing but the 
infolence and ingratitude of that clafs of people, 
which -Ceemed to be a fufficient excufe for the 
want of common humanity.. Sutely, faid Harry 
to himfelf, there cannot be fo much difference be- 
tween one human being and another; or if there 
is, I (hould think that part of them the molt valu-i 
able, which cuUtvate^ the grourid and provides ne- 
ceffaries for all the reft : hotthbfe who underftand 
nothing but drefs, walking with their toes out; 
flaring modeft people out of countenance, and jab- 
bering a few words of a foreign language. ■ 
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But now the' attention of ail the younger part of 
tfie company was fixed upon making preparations for 
• ball ; which Mrs. Merton bad determined togiy« 
in honour of Mafter Tommy's return. The whole 
boufe was now full of milliners, mantqa-m^kers^ 
and dancing msfters. All the young ladies were 
employed in giving direflions about their clothes, 
or in praflifing the Heps of different dances. Harry 
now, for the firft time, begap to comprehend the 
infinite importance of drefs. Even the elderly 
ladies feemed to be as much interefted about the 
affair as their daughters; and inile^d of the leffony 
of condufl and wifdom which he expe6fced to hear« 
nothing feemed to employ their attention a mo«* 
ment, but French trimmings, gauzes, and Italian 
flowers. Mifs Simmons alone appeared to c^nfi* 
der the approaching folemnity with perfefi indifle^ 
rence* Harry had never heard a fingle word drop 
from her that expreffed either intereft or impa* 
tience; but he had for fame days obferved her 
employed in her room, with more than common 
afliduity. At length,, upon the very day that was 
deftined for this important exhibition, (he came to 
bim with a benevolent fmile,^and fpoke to him 
thus : I was fo much pleafed with the account you 
gave me the other day, of that poor young woman's 
duty and affeilion towards her parents, that I have 
for fomc time employed myfelf in preparing, for 
them a little prefent^ which I (hall be ob4ige4kta 
jrou» Mafter Harry, to convey to them. I iarei 
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Onferionately never learned either to embroider or 
to paint artificial flowers; but my good uncle has 
taught me, that the beft employment I cati make 
of my hands is to aflift thofe that cannot aflift 
themfelves. Saying this, flie put into his hands ^ 
parcel that contained fome linen and other necef- 
faries for the poor old people ; and bade him tell 
them not to forget to call upon her uncle, when 
Ihe was returned home; as he was always happy 
to affill the deferving and indullrious poor. Harry 
received her prefent with gratttude, and almoft 
with tears of joy ; and looking up in her facfe* 
imagined that he faw the features of one of thoft 
angels which he had read of in the Scriptures : fo 
much does real, difinterefted benevolepce itaprovfe 
the expreflion of the human countenance. 

But all the reft of the young gentry were era- 
ployed in cares of a very different nature, the drelT- 
ing their hair, and adorning their perfons. Tonuny 
bimfelf had now completely refumed his natural 
charader, and thrown afide all that he had learned 
during his refldence with Mr. Barlow. He had 
contra£led an infinite fondnefs for all thofe fcenei 
of diflipation which his new friends daily defcribed 
to him, and began to be convinced that one of the 
iDoft important things in life is a fafliionable drefs. 
In this moft rational fentiment he had been con- 
firmed by almoft all the young ladies, with whoiii 
he had converfed fince his return home. 

And now the important evening approached j 
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the iargeft room in the houfe was lighted up for 
the dancers, and all the little company affembled. 
Tommy was that day dreffed in an unufual ftyle of 
elegance ; and had fubmitted without murmuring 
to be under the hands of a hair-drefler for two 
hours. But what gave him the greateft fatisfaftion 
of all, was an immenfe pair of new buckles, which 
Mrs. Merton had fent for on purpofe to grace the 
perfon of her fon. Several minuets were danced, 
to the great admiration of the company; and 
among the reft Tommy, who had been praftifing 
ever fince he had been at home, had the honour of 
exhibiting with Mifs Matilda. He indeed began 
with a certain degree of diffidence, but was foon 
infpired with a proper degree qf confidence by the 
applaufes which refounded on every fide. What 
an elegant little creature, cried one lady ! What a 
Ihape is there, faid a fecond I I protefl he puts me 
in mind of Veftris himfelf. Indeed, f^id a third, 
Mrs. Merton is a moll happy mother to be pofiefT- 
^d of fuch a fon, who wants nothing, but an intro- 
duftion to the world, to be one of the moft elegant 
creatures in England, and the moft accompliflied. 
As foon as Tommy had finlflied his dance, he led 
his partner to her feat, with a gr^ce that furprifed 
all the company anew ; and then with the fweetell 
condefcenfion imaginable, he went from one lady 
to another, to receive the praifes which they libe- 
rally poured out; as if it was the greateft aftion in 
the world to draw one foot behind another, and to 

walk 
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walk on tip-toe. Harry, in the mean time, had 
fhrouded himfelf in the moft obfcure part of the 
room, and was filently gazing upon the fcene that' 
pafled. He knew that his company would give 
no pleafure among the elegant figures that engroff- 
ed the foremoft feats, and felt not the leaft inclina-' 
tlon for fuch an honour. In this fituation he was 
obferved by Mafter Compton; who, at the fame 
inftant, formed a fcheme of mortifying Mifs Sim- 
mons, whom he did not* like, and of expofing 
Harry to the general ridicule. He therefore pro- 
pofed it to Ma(h, who had partly officiated as Maf- 
ter of the Ceremonies, who agreed to aflift him, 
with all the readineft of officious malitel Mafter 
Ma(h, therefore, went lip to Mifs Siitimons, and' 
with all the folemnityof refp'eft invited her but fa 
dance: which flie; akhoUgh indifferent about the* 
ifiatter,' accepted without hefitation. In the tne'an 
time, Maft€r Compton went up to 'Harry with the- 
fame hypocritical civiiity, and in Mits Simmons's* 
name inyjted'him' to dcirtce a« nlinuet. It wal in 
vajrt ^bat-Harry affured him he krtew nothing about 
the mlihepi 'kis pd^fidiouis friend told him, thai it< 
\^a«'aln ^ndifpenf^ble duty tor him to ftand- up;f^ 
that MifS'&immon^ would* ntgver foi-give him if -he* 
flwuM !*eftife ; Uhat »it wowld be fufficieni If fee* 
oould juft d«£cribe.the,£gure, without' embsfraflrngi 
himfelf »bbut thei fteps. In theimeah tiAie,'>he* 
piointed out M^fifi 8imfcitol,^^wiie> was* advancing^ 
towtarls^the uiper^^codiof^h^ vog^ add^4akif)g.ad«* 
li''* K 5 vantage 
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vantage of his confufion and embarraflment, led 
him forward, and placed him by the young lady'« 
lide. Harry was not yet acquainted with the fub« 
lime fcience of impofing upon unwary fimplicity, 
and therefore never doubted that the mefiage had 
come from his friend ; and as nothing could be 
more repugnant to his charaSer than the want of 
c^mpliancey he thought it neceflary at lead to go 
and expoftulate with her ujkhi the fubjeft. This, 
was his intention when he fuflfered himfelf to be 
led up the room ; but his tormentors did not give 
him titAf, for they placed him by the fide of the 
young lady, and inftantly called K> ihe mufic to 
begin* Mifs Simsstons, in her turn, was ^ually 
furprifed at the partner thai was provided for her ; 
jibe had never imagin€d minuet dancing to be one 
of Harry^s accomplifbments; and therefore ia« 
&wHy fufpefied that it was a concerted fcheme to 
lliortify her. Howevefn in this (he was determin* 
ed they Otould be difappointed^ as (he mua deSitute 
of all pridej and bad the fincecefl scgaid fojr 
.Harry. As fboa» therefore^ as> the naufic ftruck up, 
til^. young lady began bes reverence; which Harry;^ 
nyrho f^und he was now completety caught,, and hadb 
no time for exptanatioiv imitated as well as he was 
9d^k» btH in. fuch a fnannet aa fei the whok rootou 
ill a tittefw Harry, howeter, arming himfelf w<tlk 
aHs ^ tortitude he poflefled,. performed his part as. 
iteV.a4'cotH4 Ve expelled from aperfon that haA 
llN[«t4ea«ieiHi in^^le ftep of dancing. By kee|M 
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ing his tyt fixed upon his partner, fae fflaide a fiiifl 
at Icaft Co preferve fonnething of the figore, aU 
thtfugh be was terribly deficient in the fteps and 
graces of the dance. But his partner, trho Mrzi 
fcarcely lefs embarrirfled than himfelf, and wifhed 
Co (horten the exhibition, after cyofling once, pii^ 
fented him with her band, fiarry had onfort^ii 
nateiy not remarked the nature of this manteuifi 
with perfeA accuracy; and therefore imagining 
that one hand was juft as good as the other, he o(^ 
feted the young l^ady his left, inftead of his rigM 
hand. At this inftant, an univerfal peal of merri* 
ment, whi^h they no longer laboured to conceaf^ 
' burft from almoft all the company; and Mrft 
Simmons wifliing at any rate to clofe th« tether 
presented her partner with both her hands, aitd 
abruptly finiflied the dance. The unfortttxiat* 
couple then retreated to 'Aie lower end of the rooiH^ 
amidft the jefls and fneers of their eioinpanions, par^ 
ticularly Ma(h and Compton, who aflumed unuftial 
importance upon the credit of fuch a brilliant in*, 
mention. When they were feated, Mifs Simmona 
could not help afliing Harry, with fome difpies^ 
fure, why he had thus expofed himfelf and her^^ 
attempting what he was totally ignorant of; and 
added, that though there was no difgrace in not 
being able to dance, it was very great folly to atU 
tempt it without having learned a Tingle ftepw IiK 
deed, madam, anfwered Harry, I never fhonid 
hwt thought ef trying to do whdi^ I knaw I wai 
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tiOtsilIy ignorant pf ; but Mafter Compton came to 
nic, 3ncl told me, that you particularly defired me 
lodance with you, and led me to the other end of 
the-rootn; and I only came to fpeak to you, and 
IP inform you jthat I knew nothing about the mat- 
ter, for fear you fhould think me uncivil; and 
then the mufic began to play, and you tp dance, fo 
that I had no opportunity of fpeaking; and I 
thought it better to do the beft I could, than to 
{band ftill, or leave you there. Mifs Simmons in- 
ftantly recovered her former good humour, and 
ftid, Well, Harry » we are. not the firft, nor fliall 
be the lad by hundreds, that have made a ridicu- 
Jbutf' fignre in a ball-room, without fo good an ex- 
piif?. But I am forry to fee fo malicious a difpo- 
fition in thefe young gentlemen, and that all their 
ijttowledge of politorlifehas not taught them a lit- 
^eJxetter mannersyWhy, madam, anfwered Harry, 
irncQ you are fo ^ood as to talk to mc upon the 
£ubje6l» I muft confefs that I have been very much 
Curprifed at many things I have feen at Mr. Mer- 
ton-s. All thcfe young gentlemen and ladies are 
continually talking about genteel life and manners, 
ardd. yet they are frequently doing things which 
tfurprife me. Mr.. Barlow has always told me that 
|)olttenefs confifted in a difpofition to oblige «very 
Jbody around us, and to fay or do nothing which 
Maxi give them difagreeable impreflTjons. Ye^ J 
icontinu^Hy fee thefe young gentlemen flriving to 
db and jEay things, for no other rpafon than^tp give 
\'$k' : pain 
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pain. For not to go any farther than the p/efent 
infiance, what motive can Mafter Comptoh and 
Matter Mafh have had, but to mortify yoia by giv- 
ing you fuch a partner? You, madam, too, that are 
fo kind and good to every body, that I fiiduld think 
it impoffible not to love you. Harry, anfwered 
the young lady, what you fay about politcnefs is 
perfeftly juft. I have heard my uncle and many 
fenfible people fay the fame. But in order to ac- 
quire this fpecies of it, both goodnefs of heart and 
a juft way of thinking are required. 

Their attention was now called towards the com- 
pany, who. had ranged themfelves by pairs for 
country-dancing. Mifs Simmon,s, who was very 
fond of this exercife, then afked Harry if be had 
never praftifed any of thef dances. Harry faid 
it had happened to him three or four,tim^$ at homci 
and that he believed he fhould not be puzzled 
about any of the figures. Well then, faid the young 
lady, to (how how little I regard their intended 
mortification, I will ftaiid np„and you (hall .be my 
partner. So they rofe, and placed themfelves at 
the bottom of the whole compan.y, according to 
the laws of dancing, which, appoint that plaqe for 
thofe who comelafl. And notV themufic i|began tp 
firike up in a more joyous ftrain; the little dancers 
exerted themfelves with all their aftivity, and the 
cxercife diffufed a glo.w of health and cheerfulnefs 
over the faces of the moft pale and languid. Harry 
exerted himfelf here, with much better fuccefs 
• than 
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than he had lately done in the minuet. Re had 
great commaod over all his limbs, and was well 
▼crfed in every play that gives addrefs to the body ; 
fo that he found no difficulty in pradrfing all the 
varied figures of the dances ; particularly with the 
a{!i(l:ance of Mifs Simmons, who explained to hint 
every thing that appeared em barra fling. But now> 
by the continuance of the dance, all who w^re firft 
xi the upper end had defcended to the bottom ; 
where, by the laws of the diverfion, they ought to 
have waited quietly till their companions^ becom-' 
ing in their turn uppermoft, had danced down to 
fbeic former places. But, when Mifs Simmons 
and Harry expe^ed to have had their jufi {hare of 
the exercife, they found that almoftali their corn** 
panions had tfeferted them, and retired to their 
places. Harry could not help wondering at this 
behaviour; but Mifs Simmons told him with a 
{mile, that it was only of a piece with the reft ; and 
that fte had often remarked it at country aflem* 
blies, where all the gentry of a county were gather- 
ed together. This is frequently the way, added 
(he, that thofe who think themfelves fuperior to 
Jhe reft of the world, chufe lo fliow their import* 
ance. This is a very bad way, indeed, replied 
Harry: people may chufe whether they will dance 
ar praClife any particular diverfion ; but if they 
do, they ought to fubmit to the laws of it, wi\houe 
repining : and I have always obferved among the 
Jittle boys that lam acquainted with, that wherever 

this 
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iliji difpofltion prevails, it is the greateft proof of » 
bad and contemptible temper. 

Aft Harry was converfing in this manner, the 
tittle company had left off dancing, and were re*- 
freihing themfelves with a variety of cakes and 
agreeable liquors, which bad been provided for the 
occafion* Tommy Merton, and the other young 
gentlemen, were now diilinguifhing themfelves by 
their attendance apon the ladies, whom they were 
fupplying with every thing they chofe to have ; 
but no o4ie thought it worth his while to wait up- 
on Mifs Simmons* When Hapry obferved this, 
he ran to the table, and upon a large waiter brought . 
her cakes and lemonade, which he prefented, if noi 
with a better grace, with a fincefer defire re obKge> 
than any of the reft. But, as he was ftooping down 
to offer her the choice, Mafier Maft unluckily 
pafled that way, and elated by the ftK;cef» of his 
late piece of ilUnature* determined to attempt a- 
fecond ftill more brutal than the firft. For this 
reafon, juft as Mifs Simmons was helping herfelf 
to feme wine and waDer, Mafli pretending to ftum« 
Ue, pufiied Harry in fuch a manner that the greater 
part 4^f the contents o€ the glafles was difcharged 
fiiil into her bofom« The young lady coloured at 
the iafulc, and Harry, who.in^mly perceived that 
is had been done on purpoTe, being no longer able 
to contain his indignation, feized a glafs that was 
only haU emptied, and difcharged the contents full 
Uto tbe faae ot the aggrefibf # MaA^ who was » 

boy 
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boy of violent paflions, exafpcrated at this retalia* 
tion, which he fo well deferved, inftantly catched 
up a drinking glafs, and flung it full at the bead of 
Harry. Happy was it for himi that it only grazed' 
his head without taking the full effe3. It however 
laid bare a confiderable gafli, and Harry wai^in aa 
inftant covered with his own blood. This fight 
only provoked him .the more, and made him forget 
both the place and company where he was ; fo that 
flying upon Mafli with all the fury of jufl; revenge, 
a dreadful combat enfued, which put the whole 
room into a confternation. But. Mr« Morton foon 
appeared, and with fome difficulty feparated the' 
enraged champions. He then inquired into the. 
Aibje6l of the conteft, which Mailer Mafli endea« 
voured to explain away as an 'accident. But Harry, 
perfifted in hi^ account with fo much firmnefs, in 
which he was corroborated' by th&.teflinxody of 
Mifs Simmons, that Mr. Merton readily perceived' 
the truth. Mafh, however, apologized forhimfelfi 
ill the heft mariner he was ab4e, b^' faying, that he- 
only meant to play Mailer Harry an innocent tri<tk/ 
but that he. had undefignediy. injuied Mifs Sim-' 
ipons. Whatever Mr. Merton.felt, he. did, not fay, 
agrelt dd^Jj; .he, Jiowcyer, endeavoured, to pacifyf 
the enraged.' combatants, and ordered a/Iiftahce to: 
Harry to bind up the wx>und, and clean, him frc^» 
the blood vthich.had.RUwd^figured him fromhoadi 
tp foot*. ;Mos.>MArtGkn'in th^^aKe^n^tirae, who yfsta* 
fittin^s^ilbe i^pA euiitfnbejronm «iid&Gih«i9tber« 
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ladi^j ^^^ f^cn the fray, and been informed 
tb<t it was owing to Harry's throwing a glafs of 
/tmonade in Mafter Mafla's face. This gave Mrs, 
Compton an opportunity of indulging herfelf again 
in long inveSives againft Harry, his breeding, fa- 
mily, and manners. She never, {he faid, had liked 
the boy, and now he had jufiified all her forebod- 
ings upon the fubjeft. Such a little, vulgar wretch^ 
could never have been witnefjs to any thing but 
fcenes of riot and ill-manners ; and now he was 
brawling and fighting in a gentleman's houfe, juft 
as he would do at one of the public-houfes to which 
he was ufed to go with his father. While flie was 
in the midft of this eloquent harangue, Mr. Merton 
came up, and gave a more unprejudiced narrative of 
the affair; he acquitted Harry of all blame, and faid, 
that it was impoffible, even for. the mildeft temjper 
iji the world, to aftotherwife upon fuch unmerited 
provocation. This account feeraed wonderfully 
to turn the fc,ale in Harry's favour; though Mifi^ 
Simmons was no great favourite with the young la^ 
dies, yet the fpirit and gallantry which he bad dif* 
covered in her caufe began to aft very* forcibly 
upon their minds. One of the young ladies ob. 
ferved, that if mafter Harry was better dreft, he 
would certainly be a pretty boy; another faid, fhe 
had always thought that he had a look above hi$ 
fiation ; and a third remarked, that confidering hQ 
bad never learned to dance, he had by no means a 
vulgar look, . 
, . . V This 
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This untoward accident having thus beet^^mt** 
cably fettled, the diverfions of the evening went 
forward. But Harry, who had now loft all tah^ 
for genteel company, took the firft op]>ortunity of 
retiring to bed ; where he foon fell afleep, and for- 
got both the mortification and bruifes he had re* 
ceived. In the mean time, the little company be« 
low found means to entertain themfelves till paft 
midnight, and then retired to their chambers. 

The next morning they rofe later than ufual : 
and, as feveral of the yoting gentlemen who had 
been invited to the preceding evening's diverfion, 
were not to return till after dinner, they agreed to 
take a walk into the country. Marry went with 
them as uftial, though Mailer MaQi by his mifre^o 
prefentations had prejudiced Tommy and all the 
reft againft bim. But Harry, who was confciout 
of his own innocence, and began to feel the pride 
of injured friendftip, difdained to give an expla- 
nation of his behaviour ; (ince his friend was not 
fuificiently interefied about the matter to demand 
one. But while they were fiowly walking along 
\he common, they difcovered at a diftance a pro- 
digious crowd of people, that were all moving fpr- 
ward in the fame dire£lion. This attracted the 
curiofity of the little troop ; and upon inquiry they 
found there was going to be a bull-baiting. In- 
ftantly an eager defire feized upon all the little 
gentry to fee the diverfion. One obftacle alone pre* 
lented itfelf»which was, that their parems.and partt« 

cularly 
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cuUrly Mrs. Mertoi). b^id made them pfomife that 
they would avoid every fpecies of danger. This 
objeftion was however removed by Mafter Billy 
Lyddal ; who obferved that there could be no dan* 
gtr in the fight, as the bull was to be tied fafi, and 
could therefore do them no harm. Befides, added 
he, fmiling, what occafion have they to know that 
we have been at all? I hope we are not fuch fim- 
pletons as to accufe ourfelves, or fuch tell-tales as 
to inform againft one another. No t no ! no ! was 
the univerfal exclamation from all but Harry, who 
had remained profoundly filent upon the occafion* 
Mailer Harry has not faid a word, faid one of the 
little folks; fure he will not tell of us. Indeed^ 
faid Harry, I don't wifh to tell of you ; but if I am 
alked where we have been, bow can I help telling ? 
»^Wbat, anfwered' Mailer Lyddal » can't you fiiy, 
that we have been walking dlong the road» or acrofs 
the common, without mentioning any thing far* 
ther P-'^No, faid Harry,. that would not be fpeak-* 
ing truth : befides, hull-baiting is a very cruel and 
dangerous diverfion, and therefore none of us 
(hould go to fee it ; particularly Mailer Merton, 
whofe mother loves him fo much, and is fo careful 
about him. Ibis fpeech was not received with 
much approbation by thofe to whom it was ad-* 
drefled. A pretty fellow, faid one, to give him- 
felf thefe airs, and pretend to be wifer than every 
one elfe !— What, faid Mailer Compton, does this 
beggar's brat think be is to govern gentleman's 
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fons, bccaufe Mafter Merton is fo good as to \eep 
company with him ? — ^If I were Mafter Merton^ 
faid a third, I'd foon fend the little impertinent 
jackanapes home to his own blackguard family.— i^ 
And Mafter Mafli, who was the biggeft and ftrong- 
eft boy in the whole company, came up to Harry, 
and grinning in his face, faid. So all the return 
you make to Mafter Merton for his goodnefs to 
you, is to be a fpy and an informer, is it, you little 
dirty blackguard ? — Harry, who had long perceiv- 
ed and lamented the coolnefs of Mafter Merton 
towards him, was now much more grieved to fee 
that his friend was not only filent, but feemed t(> 
take an ill-natured pleafure in thefe infults, than at 
the infults themfelves which were offered to hirar 
However, as foon as the crowd of tormehtbrs which 
furrounded hitn, would give him leave to fpeak, he 
coolly anfwered, that he was as Httle of a fpy and 
informer as any of them ; and as to begging, he 
thanked God, he wanted as little of them, -as they 
did of him: befides, added he, were I even re- 
duced fo low as that, I fhould know better how 
to employ my time, than to aik charity of any one 
here. 

This farcaft[c_ajifw^r, and the refleftions that 
were made upon it, had fuch an' efFe£l upon the 
too irritable temper of Mafter Merton, that in an 
inftarit forgetting his farmer obligations and affec- 
tion to Harry, he ftrutted up to him* and clench- 
ing hiS'fift, alked him, whether he ineant to iijifult 
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'3um ? Well done, Mafter Merton, echoed through 
the whole fociety ; threfli him heartily for his im- 
pudence. No, Mafter Tommy, anfwered Harry, 
it is you and your friends here that infult me. 
What, anfwered Tommy, are you a perfon of fuch 
confequenee, th||t you muft not be fpoken to ? 
You are a prodigious fine gentleman indeed. — I 
always thought you one till now, anfwejed Harry. 
HoiYs you rafcal, faid Tommy, do you fay that I 
/ am not a gentleman ?-— Take that, and immediately 
firuck Harry upon the face with his fift. His for- 
titude was not proof againft this treatment, he 
turned his face away, and only faid in a low tone 
of voice, Mafter Tommy, Mafter Tommy, I never 
ihould have thought it poftible you could have 
treated me in thi$ unworthy manner : then cover* 
ing his face with both his hands, he burft into an 
agony of crying. 

But the little troop of gentlemen, who were 
yaftly delighted with the mortification which Harry 
had received, and had formed a very indifferent opi« 
nion of his prowefs, from the patience which he had 
hitherto exerted, began to gather round, and repeat 
their perfecutions. Coward, and blackguard, and 
tell-tale, echoed in a chorus, through the circle ; 
and fome, more forward than the reft, feized hold 
of him by the hair, in order that he might hold up 
his head, and fliow his pretty face. But Harry, 
who. now begs^n to recolle^l himfelf, wiped his 
tears with his hand^and looking up^aflced them with 

a firm 
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a firm tone of voice and a fieady countenance, wliy 
thty meddled with bim; then (winging round, he 
difengaged himfelf at once, from all who had taken 
hold of him. The greateft part of the company 
gave back at this question, and feemed difpofed to 
leave him unmolefted ; but Mafl«r Maih; who wa^ 
the raoft quarrel fome and impertinent boy prefenf, 
advanced, and looking at Harry with a contemp- 
tuous fneer, faid, This is the way we always treat 
fuch little Mackgqafds as you ; and if you have not 
had enough to fatisfy you, we'll willingly give 
you fome more. As to all your nicknames and 
l^nonfenfe, anfwered Harry, I don^t think it worth 
my while to refcnt them ; bvtt though I have fuf- 
fered Mafter Merton to ftrike me, there's not ano- 
ther in the company ftall do it ; or if he chufes to 
try, he Oiall foon find whether or not 1 am a cow* 
^rd. Ma&er Ma(h made no anfwer to this but hy 
a flap of the face^ Which Harry re4umed4^ a punch 
of his fift, which had almoft overfet his antagonift, 
in fpite of his fuperiority of fize and firength. Thi« 
unexpe6led check from a boy fo nHich lefs than 
htmfelf might probably have cooled the courage of 
Maih, had he not been afliamed of yielding to onm 
whom he had treated with fo much unmerited cor^ 
tempt. Summoning, therefore, all his refolution« 
he flew at Harry like a fury ; ancE, as^ he had ofeen 
been engaged in quarrels like thi«, he ftruck him 
with fo much force, that with the firft blow he 
aiiDed« be felled him to the jgnmod* Harry» foiled 
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tti this manner but not difmayed, rofe in an inflant 
and attacked his adverfary with redoubled vigour, 
at the very moment when he thought himfelf fure 
of the vi£lory. A fecond time did Ma/h, after a 
ibort but ievere conteft, clofe with his usuiaunted 
enemy, and, by dint o f fuperi orjBjeagth, roughly ^ 
hurl him tu the ground* The little troop of fpec- 
tators who had mifiaken Harry's patient fortitude 
for cowairdice, began now to enlertaintbefincereft 
refpeft for his courage, and gathered round the 
combatants in (ilenee* A fecond time did Harry 
rife and attack his ftfonger adverfary^ with the cool 
intrepidity of a veteran combatant. The battle h 
flow began to grow more dreadful and morfe vioy/ 
lent. MaQi had fuperior ftrewglh aind dexterity/ 
and greater habitude of fighting ; hLs blows were 
aimed with equal Ikill and force; asd each ap* 
peared fufficient to cruih an enemy fo much infe- 
rior in fize, in ftrength^ in years : but Harry pofn t/ ^ ^ 
lefled a body hardened to fupport pain and hard- 
ihip ; a greater degree of aftivity^ a cool, unyield- , . . 


log coura^, which nothang couJd dillurb or daunt^ 
£our times bad be been i^w thr<»wn down by the 
irrefiftible ftrength of bis foe ; four times had he I 
rifen ftronger from his fall, covered with dirt and ' 
blood, and panting with fatigue, but ftill uncon- ^ 
quered. At length fram the duration of the com- 
bat and bis own violent exentions, the flrength of 
Mafli began to fail : enraged and difappointed at ' 
4he 4>bilinate reGftaofe he had. met with, he began 
to lofe all eommand ••f bis teaaper. and ftrike a^ i 
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random ; his breath grew fliort, liis efforts were 
more laborious, and his knees feemed fcar<:ely able 
to fuftain his weight. But aftuated by rage and 
fhame, he ruflied with ail his might upon Harry, as 
if determined to crufli him with one laft effort. 
Harry prudently flepped back, and contented him- 
felf with parrying the blows that were aimed at 
bim ; till, feeing that his antagoni ft was almoft ex« 
haufted by his own impetuoiity,. he darted at him 
with all his force, and, by one fuccefsful btow, 
levelled him with the ground. 

An involuntary fhout of triumph now burft from 
the little aflembly of fpeftators ; for fuch is the 
temper of human beings that they are more inclin- 
ed to confider fuperiority of force than juftice ; 
and the very fame boys who juft before were load- 
ing Harry with taunts and outrages, were now 
ready to congratulate him upon his viftory. He, 
however, when he found his antagonift no longer 
capable of refiftance, kindly aflTifted him to rife, 
and told him he was very forry for what had hap- 
pened ; but he, oppreffed at once with the pain of 
his bruifes and the difgrace of his defeat, obferved 
an obftinate filence. 

Jufl in this moment, their attention was engaged . 
by a new and fudden fpeftacle. A bull of the 
largeft fize and greateft beauty was led acrofs the 
plain, adorned with ribbons of various colours. 
The majeftic animal fuffered himfelf to be. led 
along an unrefifting prey, till he arrived at the fpot 
which was deftined for the theatre of bis perfecu- 

tions. 
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tions. Here he was faftened to an iron ring, which 
had been ftrongly let into the ground, and whofc 
force they imagined would be fufiicient to reflrain 
him, even in the midft of his moft violent exer- 
tions. An innumerable crowd of men, of women, 
of children, then furrounded the place, waiting- 
with eager curiofity for the inhuman fport which 
they expe&ed. The little party, which had ac« 
-companied Mr. Merton, were now no longer to be- 
reilrained ; their friends, their parents, admonition, 
duty, promifes, all were forgotten in an inftant, 
and, folely intent upon gratifying their curiofity, 
they mingled with the furrounding multitude. 

Harry, although reluSantly, followed them at a 
di fiance ; neither the ill-ufage he had received, 
nor the pain of his wounds, could make him un- 
mindful of Mailer Merton, or carelefs of his fafe- 
ty. He knew too well the dreadful accidents 
which frequently attend thefe barbarous fports, to 
be able to quit his friend, till hje had once more 
feen him in a place of fafety« And now the noble 
animal, that was to be thus wantonly tormented, 
was faftened to the ring by a firongly-twifted cord ; 
which, though it confined and cramped his exer- 
tions, did not entirely reftrain them. Although 
poirefled of almoll irrefifl^ible ftrength, he feemed 
unwilling to exert it ; and looked round upon the 
infinite multitude of his enemies with a gentlenefs 
that ought to have di farmed their animoflty. Pre- 
£ently, a dog of the largeit fize and moil ferocious 
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courage is kt loofe; who, asfoonas he'behcld.ffae 
Vnll, uttered a favage yell, and ruibed upon bim 
with all the rage of inveterate animofity. The bull 
fuffered him to approach with the. ^oolnefs of deli- 
berate courage ; but juft as the dog was fpringing 
up to feize birn, be ruflied forward to meet his foe^ 
jtttd putting his head to the ground, canted him in- 
fto the air feveral yards ; and had not the fpe3ator^ 
run and caught him upon their backs and hands, 
he would have beencruflied to pieces in .the falL 
The fame fate attended another^ and another dog* 
which were let loofe fucceffively^ the one was 
killed' upon the fpot, while the other, who had a 
leg broken in the fall, crawled bowling and limp** 
ing away* The bull, ijn the mean while, behaved 
with all the calmnefs and intrepidity of an expe* 
rienced warrior: without violence, without paf.* 
iion, he waited every attack of his enemies, and 
then feverely punifhed them for their ra(hnef&« 
While this was tranfaftrng, to the , diverfion not 
only of the rude aiid illiterate populace, but to that 
of the little gentry with Mailer Merton, a poor, 
half- naked black came up, and humbly implored 
their charity. He had ferved, he told them., on 
board an Englifh veflel, and even fiiowed them the 
fears of feveral wounds he had received ; but now 
he was difcharged, and without friends, without 
alliAance, he could fcarcely find food to fupport - 
his wretched life, or clothes to cover him from the 
wintry wind. Some of the young gentry, who 

from 
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from a bad education had been little taught to feel 
or pity the diftrefs of others, were bafe enough to 
attempt to jeft upon his dulky colour and foreign 
accent; but Mafter Merton, though lately much 
corrupted and changed from what he had beeii 
with Mr. Barlow, preferved a great degree of gc- 
tierolity, put his hand into his pocket in order t6 
relieve him, Kut unfortunately found nothing to 
give; the fool i(h profufion which he had lately 
learned from the young gentlemen at his father's 
]:ioufe, had made him wafte in cards, in play-things^ 
in trifles, all his flock of money ; and now he 
found himfelf unable to relieve that diftrefs which 
he pitied. Thus repulfed on every fide, and unaf* 
iifted, the unfortunate black approached the placfe 
'Where Harry fiood, holding out the tattered re- 
iHains of his hat, and imploring charity. Harry 
bad not much to give, but he took fixpence out of 
his pocket, which was all his riches, and gave it 
with the kindeft look of compaflion, faying, Here, 
poor man, this is all I have ; if I had more, it 
fliould be at your fervice. He had no time to add 
more, for at that inftant, three fierce dogs ruflied 
upon the bull at once, and by their joint attacks 
rendered him almoft mad. The calm, deliberate 
courage, which he had hitherto fhown, was now 
changed into rage and defperation ; he roared with 
pain and fury ; flafhes of fire feeraed to come from 
his angry eyes, and his mouth was covered with 
foam and blood. He harried round the flake with 
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inceffant toil and rage, firft aiming at one, then at 
another, of the perfecuting dogs, that haraffed him 
on every fide, growling and baying inceffantly, and 
biting him in every part. At length, with a Fuht 
ous effort that he made, he trampled one of hi$ 
foes beneath his feet, and gored a fecond to that 
degree, that his bowels came through the wound ; 
and at the fame moment, the cord vvi^ch had hithert 
to confined him, fnapped afund€r,and let htm loofe 
upon the affrighted multitude. It is impoffible to 
conceive the terror and difmay which inftantly 
feized the crowd of fpeftators^ Thofe, who be- 
fore had been hallooing with joy, and encouraging 
the fury of the dogs with fhouts and acclamations^ 
were now fcattered over the plain, and fled from 
the fury of the animal, which they had been fo 
bafely torra^ntiijg* The enxsged bull, mean- while, 
ruflied like lightning over the plain, trampling 
fome, goring others, and taking ample vengeance 
for the injuries he had received. Prefently, he 
ruflied with headlong fury, towards the fpot w.here 
Mafter Merton and his affociates flood ; all fled 
with wild afljright, but with a fpeed that was not 
equal to that of the purfuer* Shrieks, and outcries, 
and lamentations were heard on every fide ; and 
thofe, who a few minutes before had defpifed thp 
good advice of Harry, would now have given tb^ 
world to be fafe in the houfes of their parents. 
Harry alone feemed to preferve his prefence of 
xnind; be neither cried out nor ran; but whea 

the 
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the dreadful animal approached, leaped nimbly 
afide, and the bull paffed on, without embarrafTing 
himfelf about his efcape. Not fo fortunate was 
Mafter Merto'n ; he happened to be^thelaft of the 
little troop of flyers, and full in the way which the 
bull had taken. And now his deftruftion appeared 
certain ; for as he ran, whether through fear or 
the inequality of the ground, his foot flipped, and 
down he tumbled, in the very path of the enraged 
purfuing animal. All, who faw,^ imagined his fate 
inevitable ; and it would certainly have praved fo< 
had not Harry, with a courage and prefence of mind 
above his years, fuddenly feized a prong, which 
one of the fugitives had dropped, and at the very 
moment when the bull was {looping to gore his.de- 
fencelefs friend, advanced and Wounded him in 
the flank. The bull, in an inftant, turned fliort^ 
and with redoubled rage made at his new aflailant $ 
and it is probable that, notwithftanding his intrepi- 
dity, Harry would have paid the price of his affift« 
ance to his friend with his own life, had not an un- 
expe£led fuccour arrived. But, in that inftant, the 
grateful black ruflied on like lightning to aflifl 
him, and aflailing the bull with a weighty ftick 
which he held in his hand, compeUed^im lo turn 
his ragje upon a new obje6l. -The bull indeed at- 
tacked him with ail the impetuofity of revenge, but 
the black jumped nimbly afide and eluded his fury.' 
Not contented with this, he wheeled round his 
fierce antagoniii, and feiztng him by the tail» be- 
' ^ 3 gan 
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gan to batter his fides with an unexpejiled ftorm of 
blows. In vain did the enraged animal bellow and 
writhe hitpfelf about in all the convulfions of mad- 
nefs ; his intrepid foe, without ever quitting his 
hold, fufFered hirpfelf to be dragged about the field, 
jlill continuing his difcipline, till the creature was 
almoft fpent with the fatigue of his own violent 
agitations. And now forae of the boldeft of the 
fpe£la.tors, taking courage, approached to his afliil-* 
^nce, and throwing a well-twifted rope over his 
|;iea4i they at length, hj the dint, of fuperior num« 
Vers, completely maftered the furious animal, and 
Vov^nd him to a tree* In the mean while, feveralof 
Mr. Melton's fervants, who had been fcnt out after 
the young gentlemen, approached and took up their 
youi^g mafter» who, though withopt a wound, was 
alfno(l dead with fear and agitation. But Harry, 
after feeing that his friend was perfe£l}y fafe, and 
' in the hands of his own family, invited the black 
to i^^^onipany him, and inilead of returning toMr« 
I4^f(on's,s took the way which led to his father's 
boufe- 

Whiie thefe fcenes were paHing, Mrs. Merton,- 
ih^ov^h ignorant of the danger of her fon, was not 

nndiftnrhpil at homje. Some accounts had been 

» 

^rogght of Harry's combat, which ferved to make 
l^r UR^afy, and to influence her fliil more againft 
J^TR, Mr5. Cpmpton too. and Mifs Matilda, who 
h^i conceived a violent diflike to Harry, were bufy 
Uh f nfl«ime her by their malicious reprefentations. 

- While 
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While (he was in thefe dirppfitions, Mr. Meiton 
happened to enter, and was at once attacked by all 
the ladies upofrl the ful>je£l of thi« improper con- 
neAion. He endeavoured, for a long time»-to re- 
move their prejudices by reafon,bat wbtfn he found 
that to be impolGbley he contented himfelf witii 
telling his wife, that a little time would perhaps 
decide which were the moil proper companions 
for their fon ; and that till Harry had doxte fome<« 
thing to render himfelf unworthy of their notice, he' 
never could confent to thetreating him with cold ticfs 
ornegie6l. At this mom^t a female fervant burft- 
into the room with all the wildnefsof affright, and 
cried out with a voice that was fcarcely articulate^ 
Oh f madam, madam ( fucfa an accideot'-^potor, 
dear matter Tommy • • . . What of him, for God's 
fake ? cried out Mrs. Merton» with an impatience 
and concern that fufficiently marked her feelings* 
Nay, madam, anfweredthe fervant, be is not muck 
I)ur(, they fay ; but little Sandford has taken htn^ 
to a bull-baiting, .and the bull has gored him, and 
William and John are bringing him home in their 
arms. Thefe words were fcarcely delivered, when 
Mrs. Merton uttered a violent (hriek, and was in« 
fiantly feized with an hyfleric fit. While the ladies 
were all employed in afhfting her and reftoring her 
fenfes, Mr. Merton, who, though much alarmed, was 
more compofed, walked precipitately out, to learn 
the truth of this imperfe6l narration. He bad not 
proceeded far, before he met the crowd of chiidren 
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and fervants, one of whom carried Tommy Merton 
in his arms. As foon as he was convinced that his 
fon had received no other damage than a violent 
fright, he began to inquire into the circumftances 
of the affair, but before he had time to receive any 
information, Mrs. Merton, who had recovered 
from her fainting, came running wildly from the 
houfe. When fhe faw that her fon was fafe, (he 
caught' him in her arms, and began to utter all the 
incoherent .ex prefiions of a mother's fondnefs. It 
was with difficulty that her hufband could prevail 
upon h^r to moderate her tranfports till they were 
within. Then fhe gave a loofe to her feelings in 
all their violence ; and, for a confiderable time, 
was incapable of attending to any thing but the joy 
of his miraculous prefervation. At length, how- 
ever, fhe became more compofed, and obferving 
that all the company were prefent except Harry 
Sandford, fhe exclaimed with fudden indignation ; 
So, I fee that little abominable wretch has not had 
the impudence to follow you in : and I almofl with 
that the bull had gored him as he deferved. What 
little wretch, mamma, faid Tommy, do you mean ? 
Wh«m caal mean, cried Mrs. Merton, but that vile 
Harry Sandford, that your father is fo fond of, and 
who bad uearly cofl you your life, by leading you 
into this danger ? He ! mamma, faid Tommy, he lead 
me into danger! He did all he could to perfuade 
fne not to go ; and I was a very naughty boy in- 
cleed, npt^to take his advice. Mrs. Merton flood 
1 .^ amazed 
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amazed at this information ; for her prejudices had 
operated fo powerfully upon her mind, that (he had 
implicitly believed the guilt of Harry upon the im« 
perfeS evidence of the maid. Who was it then, 
faid Mr. Merton, could be fo imprudent ? Indeed, 
papa, anfwered Tommy, we were all to blame, all 
but Harry, who advifed and begged us not to go, 
and particularly me, becaufe he faid it would give 
you fo much uneafinefs when you knew it, and 
that it was fo dangerous a diverfion. Mrs. Merton 
looked con fu fed at her miftake, but Mrs. Comptoti 
obferved that flie fuppofed Harry was afraid of the 
danger, and therefore had wifely kept out of the 
way. Oh I no, indeed, madam, anfwered one of 
the little boys ;. Harry is no coward, though we 
thought him fo at firfi, when he let Matter Tommy 
itrike him ; bat he fought Matter Mafli in the 
bravett: manner I ever faw ; and though Matter 
Malh- fought very well, yet Harry. had the advan* 
tage ; and I faw him follow us at a little diftance, 
and keep his'cye upon Matter Merton all the time, 
till the bull broke loofe '^ and then I was fo fright- 
ened that I do not ki;iow what became of him. So, 
this is the little boy, faid Mr. Merton, that you 
were for driving from the fociety of your children I 
But let us hear more of.the ftory, for as yet I kno\r 
neither the particulars of his danger nor his efcape. 
Upon this, one of the fervants, who from fome life- 
tie diftance had feen the whole affair^ was called in 
aad examined. He gave them an exa£l account of 

L 5 aU; 


X. 


924 THE HISTORY OF 

« 

%U} af Tommy's misfortune ; of Harry's bravery 5 
olth^uaexpe^ed fuccour of the poor black ; and 
filkd the whol^ room with admiration that fuch an 
^ion» fo noble, fo intrepid, fo fortunate* ihould 
liave been atchieved by fuch a child. 

Mrs. Merton was now filent with (hame at re« 
flediag upon her own unjuft prejudices, and the 
eafe with which flie had become the enemy of a boy 
who had faved the life of her darling fon ; and who 
appeaved as much fupcrior in chara£ier to all the 
young gentlemen at her houfe, as^ they exceeded 
him in rank and fortune. The young ladies now 
Soirgot their former obje3:ions to his perfon and 
loaoners, and fuch is the eflPefi; of genuine virtue, 
aU the company confpired to extol the condu^l of 
Harry to the fkies. But Mr. Merton, who had 
appeared noH^re delighted than all the reft with the 
relation of Harry's intrepidity, now caft his eyes 
around the room, and feemed to be looking for his 
Kttle friend. But when he could not find him, he 
laid, with fome concern, Where can be our little 
deliverer ? Sure he can have met with no accident 
that he has not returned with the rett I No, faid one 
of the fervants, as to that, Harry Sandford is fafe 
enough, for I faw him go towards his own home in 
xompany with the black. Alas ! anfwered Mr* 
Merton, furely he muft have received fome un- 
worthy treatment that could make him thus abruptly 
defert us all. And now I recolle6l that I heard 
one of the young gentlemen mention a blow that 

Harry 
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Harry had received ; furely, Tonrmy, you could 
not have been fo bafely ungrateful as to ftrUce the 
beft and nobleftof your friends ! Tommy, at this, 
hung down his head ; his Eace was covered with a 
burniag blufli, and the tears began fileutly totfkkle 
down bis cheeks. Mrs. Merton remarked die an« 
gulQi and conf ufion of her child, andl, caccfaing him 
in her arms, was going to clafp him to her fanofom 
with the moft endearing expreffions; but Mr* 
Merton, haftily interrupting her, faid. It ts not now 
a time to give way to fondnefs for a child, that, I 
fear, has a£led the bafeft and vileil part that caa 
difgrace a human being ; and who, if what I fuf-t 
pe£l is true, can he only a difhonour to bis parents« 
At this Tommy eould no longer contatm himfdf^ 
but burft out into fuch a violent tranfport of cry* 
ing, that Mrs. Merton, who feemed to feel the feve- 
rity of Mr. Merton's condu£l with ftiil morepoig-' 
nancy than her fon, caught her darling up in her 
arms, and carried him abruptly out of the roomy 
accompanied by moft of the ladies, who pitied 
Tommy's abafement, and agreed that there was no 
crime be could have been guilty of which was not / 
amply atoned for by fuch a charming fenfibiltty. 

But Mr. Merton, who now felt a'll the painful 
intereft of a tender iather, and confidered this as 
the critical moment which was to give his fon the 
impreffion of worth or bafenefs for life, was de» 
termined to examine the affair to the ntmoft. H^ 
therefore tool^ the firil opportumty of drawing %h^ 
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little boy afide who had mentioned Matter Mer* 
ton's fiiiking Harry, and queftioned hhn upon the 
'^ubjedi. But he, who had no particular intereil in 
difguifing the truth, related the circumftances mere- 
ly . as they had happened ; and, though he a little 
foftened mattes in Tommy's favour, yet, without 
intending it, be held up fuch a pi6):ure of his vio- 
lence and injaftice as wounded his father to the 
foul. While Mr. Merton was occupied by thefe 
uneafy feelings, he was jigrecably furprifed by a 
tifitfromMr. Barlow, who came accidentally to 
fee him, with a perfeft ignorance of aH the great 
cyentjs which had fo recently happened. Mr. Mer- 
ton received this worthy man with the fincereft cor- 
diality ; but there was fuch a gloom diffufed over 
all bis manners^ that Mr. Barlow began to fufpeft 
that all was not right with Tommy, and therefore 
purpofely inquired after him, to give his father an 
opportunity of fpeaking. This Mr. Merton did 
pot fail to do ; ^and taking Mr. Barlow affe£lionate» 
ly by the; haixd, he faid. Oh ! my dear fir, I begin 
to fear that all my hopes are at an end in that boy, 
and all your kind endeavours thrown away. He 
ha$ juft behaved in fuch a manner as fliows him to 
I be. radifiajjy gpi^iiptpd, and infenCble of every 
Iprinctple but pride. He then related to Mr. Bar- 
low every incident; of Tonaroy's behaviour, making 
the. fevered reSe£lions upon his infolence and in- 
gratitudCf and blaming hi^ own fupineiaefs that had 
H^ eaflier checked thefe boiilerous pafiions^ that 
r .. aow 
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fiow burft forth with fuch a degree of fury, and 
threatened ruin to his hopes. Indeed, anfwered 
Mr. Barlow, I am Tcry forry to hear this account 
of my little friend ; yet I do not fee it quite in fo 
ferious a light as yourfelf : and, though I cannot 
deny the dangers that may arife from a chara£ier fo 
fufceptible of falfe impreffions, and fo violent at 
the fame time, yet I do not think the corruption 
either fo great, or fo general, as you feem to fuf- 
pe£l. 

He has always appeared to me generous and hu- 
mane, and to have a fund of natural goodnefs amid 
all the faults which fpring up too luxuriantly in hi^ 
chara3er. It is impoflible that he fiiauid not be 
at prefent pofleft with the keeneft fhame for his own 
behaviour. It will be your firft part, to take ad« 
vantage of thefe fentiments, and, indead of fleeting 
and tranfitory fenfation, to change them into fixs 
and a6live princip lesc Do not at prefent fay much 
to him upon the fubje£l. Let us both be attentive 
to the filent workings of hi&mind, and regulate our 
behaviour accordingly* 

This converfation being finiOied, Mr. Merton 
introduced Mr. Barlow to the company' in the other 
room.. Mrs. Merton, who now began to be a little 
ftaggored in fome of the opinions (he had been moil 
ibnd of, received him with uncommon civility, 
and all the reft of the company treated him with 
the greateft refpeft. But Tommys who had lately 
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been the oracle and the admiration of all this lnril« 
)iant circle, appeared to have loft all his vivacity* 
He indeed advanced to meet Mr. Barlow with a 
look of tendernefs and gratiti>de» and made the moft 
refpe&ful anfwersto all his inquiries ; but his eyes 
were involuntarily turned to the ground, and filent 
melancholy and deje£lion were vifible in his face* 
Mi*. Barlow remarked with the greateft pleafore 
thefe figns of humility and contrition, and pointed 
4hem out to Mr. Merton the firft time he had aa 
opportunity of fpeaking to him without being over- 
heard ; adding, that unlefs he was much decdved. 
Tommy would foon give ample proofs of the na- 
tural goodnefs of his^ch araflg r, and reconcile htm* 
felf to all his friends* Mr. Merton heard this ob« 
fervation with the greateft pleafure, and now be* 
gan to entertain fome hopes of feeing it accom* 
plifhed. 

After the dinner was over, moft of the young 
gentlemen went away to their refpeSive homes* 
Tommy feemed to have loft much of the enthufi- 
afm which he had lately felt for his polite and ac* 
compIi(hed friends ; he even appeared to feel a fe<» 
cret joy at their departure, and anfwered with a vi- 
fible culdnefs all their profeiBons of regard and 
repeated invitations. Even Mrs. Corapton herfelf 
and Mifs Matilda, who were alfo departing, found 
him as infenfibie as the reft ; though they did not 
fpare the moft extravagant praifes and the warmeft 
profeiTions of regard. 

And 
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Aad ntaw the ceremQnies of taking leave being 
over, and moil of the vifitors departed, a fudden 
lolitude feeroed to have taken poffeffion of the 
boufe which was lately the feat of noife, and buf* 
tie, and feftivity* Mr. and Mrs. Merton and Mn 
Barlow were left alone with Mifs Simmons and 
Tommy, and one or two others of the fmaller gen- 
try who had not yet returned to their friends. 

Tommy took an opportunity of following Mr. 
Barlow, who was walking out ; and when he per* 
ceived they were alone, he looked at him as if he 
had fome weighty matter to difclofe, but was un* 
able to give it utterance. Mr. Barlow, therefore^ 
turned towards him with the greateft kindnefs, and, 
taking him tenderly by the hand, inquired what he 
wilbed. Indeed, fir, anfwered Tommy, almoft cry- 
ing, I am fcarcely able to tell you. But I hav^ 
been a very bad and ungrateful boy, and I am 
afraid you no longer have the faixi« affe£kion for 

me. 

Mr. Barlow. 
If you are fenfible of your faults, my little friend, 
that is a very great flep towards amending them. 
Let me therefore know what it is, the recolie£lion 
of which diflrefies you fo much, and if it is in my 
power to aiTiQ in making youeafy, there is nothings 
I am fuire, which I (hall be inclined to refufe you* 

ToMM,Y. 
Oh! fir, your fpeaking to me with fo much 
goodnefs hurts me a great deal more than if you 

were 
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were to be very angry. For when people are angry 
and paflionate, one does not fo much mind what 
they fay. But when you fpeak with fo much kind- 
nefs it feems to pierce me to the very heart, be- 
caufe I know I have not deferved it. 

Mr. Rarlow. 
But if you are fenfible of having committed any 
faults, you may refolve to behave fo well for the 
future, that you may deferve every body's friend- 
fliip and efteem. Few people are fo perle6l as riot 
to err fometimes ; and if you are convinced of your 
errors, you will be more cautious how you give 
way to them a fecond tinie. 

Indeed, fir, I am very happy to hear you fay fo 
*— -1 will then tell you every thing which lies fo 
beavy upon my mind. You muft know then, fir, 
that, although 1 have lived fo long with you, and dtir- 
ing all that time, you have taken fo much pains to im- 
prove me in every thing, and teach me to aft well to 
every body^I had nofooner quitted your fight, than 
I became^ I think, a worfe boy than ever I was before. 

Mk. Barlow. 

But why do you judge fo feverely of yourfelf, as 
to think you were become worfe than ever ? Per- 
haps you have been a little thouglulefs and giddy, 
and thefe are faults which I cannot with truth fay 
y©u were ever free from.. 

Tommy. 

No,, fir,, what I have been guilty of is infinitely 

worfe 
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W'orfe than ever. I have always been very giddy 
and very thoughtlefs ; but I never imagined I could 
have been the moil infolent and ungrateful boy in 
the world. 

Mr. Barlow. 

You frighten me, my little friend. — Is it pofliblc 
you can have committed a6Uons that deferve to 
harfli a name ? 

Tommy. 

You {hall judge yourfelf, fir ; for now I have 
begun, I am determined to tell you all. You know, 
fir, that when I firft came to you, I had a high opi- 
nion of myfelf for being born a gentleman, and a 
very great contempt for every body in an inferior 
ftation. 

Mr. Barlow. 

I muil confefs you have always had fome ten* 
dency to both thofe follies. 

Tommy. 

Yes, fir; but you have fo often laughed at me 
upon the fubje3, and Oiown me the folly of peo« 
pie's imagining themfelves better than others, with- 
out any merit of their own, that I was grown a lit- 
tle wifer. Befides, I have fo often obferved that 
thofe I defpifed could do a variety of thmgs which 
I was ignorant of, while thofe who are vain of be- 
ing gentlemen can do nothing ufeful or ingenious, 
that 1 had begun to be afliamed of my folly. But 
fince I came. home. I kept company with a great 
many fiije young genilemcn and ladies that thoughx 
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themfelves fuperior to all the reil of the world, and 
ufed to defpife every one elfe, and they have made 
me forget every thing I learned before. 

Mr. Barlow. 

Perhaps then I was mifiaken, when I taught you 
that the greateft merit any perfon could have, is to 
be good and ufeful ; thefe fine young gentlemen 
and ladies may be wifer, and have given you better 
leflbns. If that is the cafe, you wilT have great 
reafon to rejoice that you have changed fo much 
iot the better. 

Tommy. 

No, fir, no; I never thought them either good or 
wife ; for they know nothing but how to drefs 
their. hair and buckle their fhoes. But they per* 
fuaded me that it was neceffary to be polite, and 
talked to me fo ofien upon the fubje6l» that I could 
not help believing them. 

Mr. Barlow* 

I am very glad to hear that ; it xs neceflTary for 
€vcry body to be polite. They therefore, I fup- 
pofe, infiru61ed you to be more obliging and civil 
in your manners than ever you were before. In- 
ftead of doing you any hurt, this will be thegreateft 
improvement you can receive. 

Tommy. 

No, fir, quite the contrary — Inftead of teaching 
me to be civil and obliging, they have made rac 
ruder and worfe behaved than ever I was be- 
fore. 

Mr* 
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Mr. Barlow. 

If that is the cafe, I fear thefe fine young gentle- 
men and ladies undertook to teach you more than 
they underilood themfelves. 

Tommy. 

Indeed, fir, I am of the fame opinion myfelf. 
But 1 did not think fo then, and, therefore, I did 
whatever I obferved them do, and talked in the 
fame manner as I heard them talk. They ufed to 
be always laughing at Harry Sandford; and I grew 
fo fooIiQi that I did not chufe to keep company 
with him any longer. 

Mr. Barlow. 

That was a pity, becaufe I am convinced he 
really loves you. However, it is of no great con* 
fequenee, for he has employment enough at home ; 
and, however ingenious you may be, I do npt think 
thai he will learn how to manage his laild, or raife 
food, from your converfation. It will therefore,, 
be better for him to converfe with farmers, and 
leave you to the fociety of gentlemen. Indeed,, 
this, I know, ba^s always been histafte, and had not 
your father preft him very much to accompany 
you home, he would have liked much better to 
avoid the vifit. However, I will inform him that 
you have gained other friends, and advife him, for 
the future, to avoid your company. • 

Tommy. 

Oh, fir ! I did not thinH you could be fo cruel. 
I love Harry Sandford better than any other boy 

in 


*> 


2^6 THE HlStORY OJF 

in the world, and I fliall never be happy till he for- 
gives me all my bad behaviour^ and converfes with 
me again as he ufed to do. 

Mr. Barlow. 

But then, perhaps, you may lofc the acquaint- 
ance of all thofe polite young gentlemen and 
ladies. 

Tommy. 

I care very little about that, fir. But, I fear, I 
have behaved fo ill, that he never will be able to 
forgive me and love me as he did formerly. 

Tommy then went on, and repeated with great 
cxaftnefs the ftory of his infolence and ingratitude, 
which had fo great an effe£l upon hnn, that he 
burft into tears and cried a confiderable time. He 
then concluded with afking Mr. Barlow if he 
thought Harry would be ever able to forgive him. 

Mr. Barlow. 

I cannot conceal {rom you, my little friend, that 
you have afled very ill indeed in this affair. How- 
ever, if yau are really afhamed of all your pall 
condu6i^ and determined to a£l better, I do not 
doubt that fo generous and good-natured a boy as 
Harry is,, will £orgive youal!^ 

Tommy. 

O, fir, I {bould be the h<^)piefl: creature in the 
world — Will you be fo kind as to bring him here 
to-xlay, and you fhall fee how I will behave ? 

Mr. Barlow. . 

Softly^ Tommy,, foftly . Wtat is Harry to come 

here 
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here for? Have you net infulted and abufed him, 
without reafon ; and, at lad, proceeded fo far as to 
ftrike him, only becaufe he was giving you the 
befl advice, and endeavouring to preferve you 
from danger? Can you imagine that any human 
being will corae to. you in return for fuch treat- 
ment i^ at leaft till you hav« convinced him that 
you are afliamed of your paflion and injuflice, and 
that he may expe£l better ufage fojr the future. 

Tommy* 

What then mufl: I do, fir ? 

Mr. Barlow.. 

If you want any future conneftion with Harry 
JSandfordy it is youx bufinefs to go to him and tell 
him fo« 

Tommy* 

What, fir, go to a farmer's, to expofe myfelf be- 
fore all his family ? 

Mr. Barlow. 

Juft now you told me. you were ready to do 
every thing, and yet you cannot take the trouble 
of vifiting your friend at his own houfe. You 
then imagine that a perfon does not expofe himfelf . 
by afling wrong, but by acknowledging and amend- 
ing his faults 1 

Tommy. 

But what would every body fay, if a young gen- 
tleman like me^ was to go and beg pardon of a 
farmer's fon? 

Mr. 
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Mr. BakloVT. 
They will probably fay that you hatre more fcnfe 
and gratitude than they expe6led. However, you 
are to aft as you pleafe ; with the fentiments you 
fiill f«em to entertain, Harry will certainly be a. 
very unfit companion, and you will do mnch bet- 
ter to cultivate the new acquaintance you have 
Blade. 

Mr. Barlow was then going away, but Tommy 
burft again into tears and begged him not to go ; 
upon which Mr. Barlow faid, I do not want to 
leave you. Tommy, but our converfation is now 
at an end. You have afked my advice, which I 
have given you freely. I have told you how you 
ought to a£l, if you would preferve the efteem of 
any good or fenfible friend, or prevail upon Harry 
to excufe your pad behaviour. But as you do not 
approve of what I fuggefted, you mull follow your 
own opinions. 

Pray, fir, pray, fir, faid Tommy, fobbing, do not 
go. I have ufed Harry Sandford in the moft bar* 
barous manner; my father is angry with me; and 
if you defert me, I (hall have no friend left in the 
world. 

Mr. Barlow. 
That will be your own fault, and, therefore, you 
will not deferve to be pitied. Is it not in your 
own power to preferve all your friends, by an ho- 
neft confeffion of your faults ? Your father will 
be pleafed, Harry Sandford will heartily forgive 

you. 
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you, and I ihall retain the fame good opinion of 
your cbarafter which I have long had. 

Tommy. ^ 

Oh, fir! — I will go direftly, and tntreat Harry 
to forgive me ; I am convinced that all you fay is 
rfght— ^But will you not go with me ? Do, pray, 
fir, be fo good.-— 

Mr. Barlow^ 

Oently, gently^ my good friend ; you are always 
for doing every thing in an inftant. I am very 
glad you have taken a refolution which will do 
you fo much credit, and give fo much fatisfa£tion 
to your own mind : but before you execute it, I 
ihink it will be fteceflary to fpeak to your father 
and mother upon the fubje3, and, in the meaR 
time, I will go and pay a vifit to Farmer Sandford, 
and bring you an account of Harry. 

Tommy. 

Do, fir, be fo good; and tell Harry, if you 
pleafe, that there is nothing I defire fo much as to 
fee him ; and that nothing Aall ever make me be-> 
have ill again. I have beard too, fir, that there 
was a poor black, that came begging to us, who 
fave^ Harry from the bull ; if I could b^n find him 
out, I would be good to him as long as I live. 

Mr. Barlow commended Tommy very much for 
difpofitions fo full of gratitude and goodnefs, and 
taking leave of him, went to communicate the 
converfation he had juft had to Mr. Merton. That 
gentleman Celt the fincereft pleafure at the account, 

and 
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and entreated Mr. Barlow to go direftly to prepare 
Harry to receive his fon. That little boy, added 
he,^as the noblefl mind that ever adorned an hu- 
man being ; nor (ball I be ever happy till I fee my 
fon acknowledging all his faults, and intreating 
forgivenefs : for, with the virtues that I have dif- 
covered in his foul, he appears to me a more eli- 
gible friend and companion than noblemen or 
princes. 

Mr. Barlow, therefore, fet out on foot, though 
Mr. Merton would have fent his carriage and fer- 
vants to attend him, and foon arrived at Mr. Sand- 
£ord's farm. It was a pleafant fpot, fituated upon 
the gentle declivity of a hill, at the foot of which 
winded along a fwift and clear little flream. The 
faoufe itfelf was fmall, but warm and convenient, 
furniflied with the greateft fimplicity, but managed 
with perfefl neatnefs. As Mr. Barlow approach- 
ed, he faw the owner himfelf guiding a plough 
through one of his own fields, and Harry, who had 
now refumed the farmer, dire£led the horfes. But 
when he faw Mr. Barlow coming acrofs the field, 
he ilopt his team, and letting fall his whip, fprang 
forward to meet him with all the unafTefled eager- 
nefs of joy. As. foon as Harry had faluted Mr. 
Barlow, and inquired after his health, he afked 
him with the greateft kindnefs after Tommy; for 
I fartcy, fir, faid he, by the way which I fee you 
come, you have been at Mr. Merton's houfe. In- 
deed I.bave« replied Mr. Barlow, bat I am very 1 

forry 
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forry to find that Tommy and you are not upon as 
go6d terms as you formerly were. 

Harry. 

Indeed, fir, I am very forry for it myf^slf. But 
I do not know that I have given Mailer Merton 
any reafon to change his fentiments about me: 
and though I do not think he has treated me as 
well as he ought to do, I have the greateft defire to 
hear that he is well. 

Mr. Barlow. 

That you might have known yourfelf, had you 
not left ^r. Merton's boufe fo fuddenly, witbput 
taking leave of any one, even your friend Mn 
Merton, who has always treated you with fo much 
kindnefs. 

Harry. 

Indeed, fir, I Ihall be very unhappy if you think 
I have done wrong ; but be fo good as to tell me 
bow I could have a£led otherwife. J am very 
forry to appear to acdufe Mailer Merton, neither 
do I bear any refeatment againft him for what hQ 
has done, but fince you fpeak to me upon the fub« 
je6l, I {ball be obliged to tell the truth. 

Mr. Barlow. 

Well, Harry, let me hear it. You know I iball 
be the laft perfon to condemn you if you do not 
fleferve it. 

Harry* 

I know your conftant kindnefs to me, fir, and I 
always xonfide in it: however, I am not fenfible 

^M now 
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tiow that I am in fault. You know, (ir, that it was 
with great unwillingnefs I went to Mr. Merton's, 
for I thought there would be fine gentlemen and 
ladles there that would ridicule my drefi$ and man« 
ners : and though Mailer Merton has been always 
very friendly in his behaviour towards m^, I could 
not help thinking that he might grow aflwmed of 
my company at bis own houfe. 

Mr. Barlow. 

Do you wonder at that, Harry, confidering the 
difference there is in your rank and fortune ? 

Harry. 

No, fir, I cannot fay I do, for I generally ob- 
ferve that thofe who are rich will fcarcely treat the 
poor with common civility. But, in. this particu- 
lar cafe, I did not fee any reafon for it. I never 
defired Matter Merton to admit me to his com- 
pany or invite me to his houfe, becaufe I knew 
that I was born and bred in a very inferior ftation. 
You were fo good as to take me to your houfe, and 
there I became acquainted with him ; and if I was 
then much in his company, it was becaufe he 
fecmed to defire it hlmfelf, and I always endea- 
voured to treat him with the greateft refpeft. 

Mr. Barlow. 

That, indeed, is true, Harry; in all your little 
plays and ftudies I have never obferved any thing 
but the greateft mildnefs and good-nature on your 
part. 

Harry. 
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Harry. 

I hope, fir, it has never been otherwife. But 
though I have the greateft aiFe6lion for Mailer 
Merton, I never defire to go home with him. 
What fort of a figure could a poor boy like me 
make at a gentleman's table, among little mailers 
and miifes that powder their hair, and wear buckles 
as big as our horfes carry upon their harnefs ? If 
I attempted to fpeak, I was always laughed at, or 
if I did ai?y thing, I was fure to hear fomething 
about clowns and ruilics ! And yet, I think, though 
they were all gentlemen and ladies, you would not 
much have approved of their converfation, for it 
was about nothing but plays, and drefsi^ and trifles 
of that nature. I never heard one of them men* 
tion a fingle word about faying their prayers, or 
being dutiful to their parents, or doing any good 
to the poor. 

Mr. Barlow. 

Well, Harry, but if you did not like their con* 
verfation, you furely might have borne it with pa- 
tience for a little while : and then, I heard fome- 
thing about your being quarrelfome. 

Harry. 

Oh, fir, I hope not. — I was to be fure once a 
little paiFionate, but that I could not help, and I 
hope you will forgive me. Thefc was a modefl, 
fenfible young lady, that was the only perfon who 
treated me with any kindnefs, and a bold, forward, 
jll-natured boy affronted her in the groiTell manner, 

M 2 only 
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only becaufe fhe took notice 6f me. Could I help 
taking her part ? Have you not told me too, fir, 
that every perfon, though he (hould avoid quar- 
rels, has a right to defend himfelf when he is at« 
tacked ? 

Mr. Barlow. 

Well, Harry, I do not much blame you, from 
the circumftances I have heard of that alFair : but 
why did you leaVe Mr. Merton's family fo ab?tipt* 
ly, without fpeaking to any body, or thanking Mr. 
Merton himfelf for the civilities be had ibewQ 
you ? Was th'at right ? 

Harry. 

Oh, dear fir, 1 have cried about it fevcral times« 
for I think I mud appear very rude and ungrate- 
ful to Mr. Merton. But as fo Mafter Tommy, I 
did not llsave him while I thought I could be of 
any ufe. He treated me, I muft fay, in a very un- 
worthy manner; he joined with all the other fine 
little geqtlemen in abuGug me« only becaufe I £q* 
Seavoured to perfuade them not to go to a bull- 
baitings and then at lafi he ftruck me. I did not 
ilrike him again, becaufe I loved him fo much, in 
fpite of all his unkindnefs; nor did I leave him 
till I faw he wa^ quite fafe in the hands of his owa 
fervants. And^.then, how could I go back to hi 
houfe, after what be had done to me ? 1 did n 
chufe to complain of him to Mr. Merton; an 
bow could I behav.e to him as I had done befor 
without being guilty of meannefs and falfebood 

An 
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And therefore I thought it better to go home, and 
d^fire you to fpeak to Mr. Merton, and intreat biqi 
to forgive my rudenefs* 

Mr, Barlow. 
Well, Harry, J can inform you that Mr. Mer.* 
ton is perfe6lly fatisfied upon that account. But 
there is one circumftance you have not mentioned, 
my little friend, and that is your faving Tommy's 
life from the fury of the enraged bull. 

Haiiry. 
As to that, fir, I hope I (hould have dop^ the 
fame for any hurn^n creature. But I believe that 
neither of u$ wopid have efcaped, if it had not 
been for the poor courageous black, that caii\^ tp 
our afliilance. 

Mr. Barlow. 
I fee, Harry, that you are a boy of a noble and 
i].i generous fpirit, and I h;ghly approve of ev^ry 
](< ching you have done : but, aire you fdetermipcd to 
iij forfake Tommy Merton for ever, becaufe h^ h9» 
II., once behaved ill 1 
iflti Harry. 

it, I, fir! no, I ^m fure. But, though I am foofft 
Ik I do not defire the acquaintance of any body that 
^1 defpifes me. Let him keep company with bis 
tiii ^entlern^n and lasted, I am fatisfied with compa- 
ssions in ray own Aation. But furely, fir, it is not 
I th^t forfake him, but he that has caft n^e off. 

Mr. Bari^ow. 
^! But if he is forry for what he ha& done, and only 
^ M 3 defires 
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defires to acknowledge his faults, and obtain your 
pardon ? 

Harry. 

Oh! dear fir! I fliould forget every thing in an 
inftant. I knew Mafter Tommy was always a lit- 
tle paflionate and headftrong; but he is at the fame 
time generous and good-natured ; nor would he, I 
am fure, have treated me fo ill, if he had not been 
encouraged to it by the other young gentlemen, 

Mr. Barlow. 

Well, Harry, I believe your friend is thoroughly 
fenfible of his faults, and that you will have little 
to fear for the future. He is impatient till he fees 
you and alks your forgivenefs. 

Harry. 

Oh, fir, I ihould forgive him if he had beaten 
me a hundred times. But, though I cannot leave 
the horfes now, if you will be fo kind as to wait a 
litle, I dare fay my father will let me go when he 
I leaves off ploughing, 

i Mr. Barlow. 

No, Harry, there is no occafion for that. Tom- 
•tny has indeed ufed you ill, and ought to acknow- 
ledge it; otherwife he will not deferve to be truft- 
ed again. He will call upon you, and tell you all 

he feels upon the occafion. In ihc tncon time, I 

was defired, both by him and Mr. Merton, to in- 
quire after the poor negro that ferved you fo ma- 
terially and faved you from the bull. 

Harry. 
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Harry. 

He is at our houfe, fir ; for I invited him home 
with me; and, when my father heard how well he 
had behaved, he made him up a little bed over the 
flable, and gives him vifluals every day ; and the 
poor man feems very thankful apd induftrious, and 
fays he would gladly do any kind of work to earn 
his fubfiftence. 

Mr. Barlow then took his leave of Harry, and, 
after having fpoken to his father, returned to Mr. 
Mcrton. 

The next morning, early. Tommy arofe and 
dreffed himfelf with his newly adopted fimplicity; 
and, as foon as breakfaft was over, intreated Mr. 
Barlow to accompany him to Harry Sandford's. 

As they approached the houfe, the firft obje£l 
which Tommy diftinguiOied was his little friend at 
fome diflance, who was driving his father's flieep 
along the common. At this fight, his impetuofity 
could no longer be reflrained, and, fpringing for- 
ward with all his fpeed, he arrived in an inftant, 
panting, and out of breath, and incapable of fpeak^ 
ing. Harry, who knew his friend, and plainly 
perceived the difpbfitions with which he approach-' 
ed, met him with open^ arms ; fo that the reconci-^ 
liation was begun and completed in a moment; 
and Mr. Barlow, who now arrived, had the plea* 
fure of feeing his littje pupils mutually giving and 
receiving every unaffe£led mark of the warmeft af* 
fedion. 

M 4 Harry» 
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Harry, faid Mr. Barlow, I bring yo» a little 
friend, who is finccrely penitent for his offences, 
and comes to own the faults he has committed* 
That I am, indeed, faid Tommy, a little recovered 
and able to fpeak. But I have behaved fo ill, and 
have been fuch an ungrateful fellow, that I am 
afraid Harry will never be able to forgive me. 
Indeed, indeed, faid Harry, there you do me the 
greateft injuftice; for I have already forgotten 
every thing but your former kindnefs and affeftion. 
And I, anfwered Tommy, will never forget how 
ill, how ungratefully I have ufed you, nor the 
goodnefs with which you now receive me. 

Harry took him by the hand, and led him into a 
fmall but neat and convenient houfe» where Ue 
was moft cordially welcomed by Harry's family. 
In a corner of the chimney fat the honeft black, 
who had performed fo fignal a fervice at the bulU 
baiting. Alas ! faid Tommy, there is another in« 
fiance of my negligence and ingratitude. I now 
fee that one fault brings on another without end. 
Then, advancing to the black, he took him kindly 
by the hand, and thanked him for the prefervation 
of his life. Little matter, replied he, you are ex- 
tremely Welcome to all I have done. 1 would sjt 
any time rilk my own fafety to preferve one of my 
fcllow-creatures ; and, if I have been of any ufe, 
I h|iv< been amply repaid by the kindnefs of this 
little boy. your friend, and all his worthy family. 
That is oot enough, faid Tommy, and you fliall 

fooa 
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Toon find what it is to pblige a perfon like— *Here 
a flroke of prefumption was juft coming oat of 
Tommy's inouth, but, rccollefting himfelf, he add. 
ed, a perfon like my father. And now he addreff- 
ed himfelf to Harry's mother, a venerable, decent 
woman, of a middle age, and his two fiflers, pl^iilt 
modefi, healthy-looking girls, a little older than 
■ their brother. All thefe he treated with'fo much 
cordiality and attention, that all the company wei;e 
delighted with him; fo eafy is it for«'tlroie wJvd 
poifefs rank and fortune to gain the good will of 
rtheir fellow-creatures; and fo inexcofable is that 
furly pride which renders many of them* deferved- 
ly odious.. 

As the evening began to advance, Mr. Barlow 
Jnx^ited him to return; but Tommy, inftead of 
complying, took him by the hand, thankrcd him for 
all his kindnefs and attention, but declared his re- 
.folution of fiayijig fpine time with his friend Harry, 
The more I coninder my own behaviour, faid be, 
the more I feel myfelf afhamed of my folly and 
ingratitude. But you have taught me, my dear (ir, 
that all I have in my power is to acknowledge 
them, which I moft, willingly do before all this 
good family, and lotreat Harry to think that the 
im|>re(rions I now feel are fuch as I (hall never for- 
get. Harry embraced his, friend, and affured him 
once maf« of his being perfeflly r^ei^nciled; and 
.all the family flood mute with admiration at the 
.coj^defcen&on of the young gentleman, who was 

M 5 not 
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not afhamed of acknowledging his faults even to 
his inferiors. 

Mr. Barlow approved of Tommy's defign, and 
took upon him to anfwer for the confent of Mr. 
Mcrton to his flaying forae time with Harry; 
then, taking his leave of all the company bq de- 
parted. 

But Tommy now began to enter upon a courf« 

of life which was very little confident with his 

former habits. He fupped with great cheerfulnefs, 

Und even found himfelf happy with the ruftic fare 

which was fet before him, accompanied ^s it was 

with unaffefted civility and a hearty welcprae. He 

went to bed early and flept very found all night ; 

liowevw, when Harry came to call him the next 

morning at five, as he had made him proipift? to do^ 

he found a<:onfiderable difficulty in roufing himfelt 

at the fummons. Confcious pride, however, and 

the newly-acquired dignity of his charafter, fup- 

ported htm; he re<5ollefted that he fhould -difgrace 

liimfelf in the cj^s of his father, of Mr. Barlow, 

and of all the family with which he now was, if he 

appeared incapable of afling up to his own decla* 

rations : he therefore made a noble eflFort, leaped 

t>ut of bed, dreffed himfelf, and followed flarry. 

' Not contented with this, he accompanied him in 

M his ruilic employments, and, as no kind of 

country exercife was entirely new to him fince his 

refidence with Mr. Barlow, he acquitted himfelf 

with 
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^ith a degree of dexterity which gained him new 
cammendations. 

Thus did he pafs the firft day of his vifit, with 
fome little difficulty indeed, but without deviating 
from his refolution. The fecond, he found his 
change of life infinitely more tolerable; and, in a 
very little fpace of time, he was almoft reconciled 
to his new fituation. The additional exercife he 
ufed improved his health and ftrength, and added 
fo confiderably to his appetite, that he began to 
think the table of Farmer Sa^ndford exceeded all he 
had ever tried before. 

One day he was furprifed by an unexpe£led vifit 
from his father, who met him with open arms, and 
told him that he was now come to take him back to 
his own houfe. I have heard, faid he, fuch an ac- 
count of your prefent behaviour, that the paft is en- 
tirely forgotten, and I begin to glory in owning you 
. for a fon. He then embraced him with the tranfports 
of an affe£lionate father who indulges the ftrongeft 
fentiments of his hearty but fentiments he had long 
been forced to retrain. Tommy returned his 
carefles with genuine warmth, but with a degree of 
refped and humility he had once been little accuf- 
tomed to ufe. I will accompany you home, fir, 
faid he, with the greateft readinefs ; for I wifli to 
fee my mother, and hope to give her fome fatisfdc« 
lion of my future behaviour. You have both had 
too much to complain of in the pafl ; and I am 
UQWorthy of fach a£Fe£Uonate parents. He then 

turned 
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turoed his face aGd€» aad Ihed a tear of real virtue 
and gratitude, which he inftantly wiped away as 
unworthy the compofiiU£ aad fortitude of his new^ 
xliara6ler. 

But, fir, added be, I hope you will not obje£l to 
tny detainiag you a tittle longer, while I return 
sny acknowledgments to all the family, and take 
my leave of Harry. Surely, faid Mr. Morton, you 
can entertain ao doubt upon that fubje£l : and, to 
giv.e you every opportunity of difcbarging all your 
duties to a family, to which you owe fo much, I 
intend to take a dinner with Mr. Sandford, whom 
I now fee coming home, a^d then returning with 
you in the evejiin^. 

At dm iiiilant Farmer Sa^ford approached, and 
y^ry refpeftfally ialuting Mr. Merton, invited him 
to walk in. B^t Mr. Merton« after returning his 
civility, drew bim afide as if he had tome private 
{lufinefs to cofiifnunicate. When they wer« alone, 
be made faim every acknowledgment that gratitude 
could fuggefi: ; but words, added Mr. Meiton, are 
very iofufficient to return the favours I have re-~ 
ceived ; for it ts to your excellent family, together 
with the virtuous Mr. Barlaw, thait I owe the pre- 
fervaiion of my fbn. Let me, therefore, intreat* 
you to accept of what this pocket-book contains, 
as a flight proof of my ientiments, and lay it out 
in whaiiever manner you pleaCe, for the advantage 
<Kf your fajuily. 

Mn JSand&ircl, who was a maa ivoth of fenfe and 

humour. 
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humour, took the book, and examining the infid^, 
found that it contained bank notes to the amount, 
of fome hundred pounds. He then carefully £hut 
it up again, and, returning it to Mr. Merton, tol4 
him that he was infinitely obliged to him for th€ 
generofity which prompted him to fuch a princely 
a£l ; but, as to the prefent itfelf, he muft not be 
offended if he declined it. Mr. Merton, ftiil more 
aflonifhed at fuch difintereftednefs, preffed him 
with every argument he could think of; he defired 
him to confide r the flate of his family : his daugh* 
ters unprovided for; his fbn, withdifpoiitions that 
might adorn a throne, brought up to labour; and 
his own advancing age, which demanded ea£e and 
refpite, and an increafe of the convenienciet of 
life. 

And what, replied the honeft farmer, is it, but 
th^fe conveniencies of life, that are the ruin of all 
the nation ? ' When I was a young man, Mafter 
Merton, and that is near forty years ago, people in 
my condition thought of nothing but doing their 
duty to God and man, and labouring bard : this 
brought down a bleffing upon their heads« and 
made them thrive in all their worldly concerns* 
When I was a boy, farmers did not He droning in 
bed as they do now till fix or feven; my father, I 
believe, was as good a judge of bufinefs as any ia 
the neighbourhood, and turned as flraight a furrow 
as any ploughman in the county of Devon;, that 
filler cup, which I intend to iiave the honour of 

drinking 


S54 "^^^E HISTORY OF 

drinkijig your health out of to-day at dinner, that 
very cup was won by him at the great ploughing- 
match near Axminfter. — Well, my father ufed to 
fay, that a farmer was not worth a farthing that was 
not in the field by four ; and my poor dear mother 
too, the beft tempered woman in the world, flie 
always began milking exaftly at five; and if a 
fingle foul was to be found in bed after four in 
fummer, you might have heard her from one end 
of the farm to the other. — I would not difparage 
any body, or any thing, my good fir; but thofe 
were times indeed; the women, then, knew fome- 
thing about the management of a houfe; it really 
was quite a pleafure to hear my poor mother lec- 
ture the fervants ; and the men were men, indeed; 
pray, did you ever hear the ftory of ray father's 
being at Truro, and throwing the famous Cornilb 
wreftlcr, fquiming Dick the miner? 

Mr. Merton began to be convinced, that, what- 
ever other qualities good Mr. Saridford might have, 
he did not ekcel in brevity ; and therefore endea- 
voured in ftill ftronger terms to overcome the de- 
licacy of the farmer, and prevail upon him to 
accept his prefent. 

But the good farmer purfued his point thus : 
Thank you, thank you, my dear fir, a thoufand 
times, for your good will ; but as to the money, I 
muil beg your pardon if I perfift in retufing it* 
Formerly, fir, as I was laying, we were all happy 
and healthy, and our aSaxrs profpered, becauie we 

never 
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never thought about the conveniencies of life : 
now, I hear of nothing elfe. One neighbour, for 
I will not mention names, brings his fon up to go 
a fliooting with gentlemen; another fends his to 
market upon a blood horfe, with a plated bridle 4 
and then the girls, the girls ! — -There is fine work, 
indeed ; they muft have their hats and feathers, 
and riding-habits; their heads as big as bu{hels,t| 
and even their hind quarters ftuck out with cork K. 
or pafteboard; but fcarcely one of them can milk r 
a cow, or churn, or bake, or do any one thing that 1 | 
is neceflary in a family ; fo that unlefs the govern- 
ment will fend them all to this new fettiement, 
which I have heard fo much of, and bring us a 
cargo of plain, honeft houfewives, who have never 
been at boarding-fchools, I cannot conceive how 
we farmers are to get wives. 

Mr. Merton laughed very heartily at this fally, 
and tol<i him, that he would venture to afTert it was 
not fo at his houfe. — Not quite fo bad, indeed, faid 
the farmer ; my wife was bred up under a notable 
mother, and, though (he muft have her tea every 
afternoon, is, in the main, a very good fort of wo- 
man. She has brought her daughters up a little 
better than ufual ; but, I can affure.you, (he and I 
have had many a good argument upon the fubjeft. 
Not but (he approves their milking, fpinning, and 
making themfelves ufeful ; but (he would fain have 
them genteel, Mafter Merton ; all women now are 
mad after gentility ; and, when once gentility be- 
gins 
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gins, there is an end to itiduftry. Now, were they 
to hear of fuch a fum as you have generoufly offer- 
ed, there would be no peace in the houfe. My 
wenches, infteard of Deb and Kate, woufd be Mifs- 
Deborah and Mifs Catharine; in a little time, they 
fnuft be fent to boarding- fchool, to learn French 
and mufic, and wriggling about the room. And^ 
when they come back, who muft boil the 'pot, or 
make the pudding, or fweep the houfe, or ferve the 
pigs ? — Did yoit ever hear of Mifs Juliana, or 
Mifs Harriet, or Mifs Carolina, doing fuch vulgar 
things ? 

Mr. Merton was very much Aruck with the h6- 
neil farmer's method of exprefling himfelf, and 
could not help mtemally allowing the truth of hia^ 
reprefentations ; yet he Hill preffed him to accept' 
his prefent, and reminded him of the improvement 
of his farm. 

Thank you again, and again, replied the farmer; 
but the whole generation of the Sandfords have 
Been brought up to labour with their own hands 
for thefe hundred years ; and, during all that time, 
there has not been a diflioneft perfon, a gentleman, 
or a madman amongft us. And (hall I be thp firft 
to break the cuftoms of the family, and perhaps 
bring down a curfe on all our heads? — What 
could I have more, it I were a lord, or a> macaroni, 
as I think you call them ? — I have plenty of vic- 
tuals arid work, good firing, clothes, a warm houfe, 

» little fojc the poor, and^ between you and J» fomc* 

thing. 
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iMng, perhaps, in a CoYrief to fet nay children 
bflF with, if they behave well. — Ah! neighbour^ 
Neighbour, if you did but know the plcafure of 
holding plough after a good team of horfes, and 
ithCn going tirted to bed, perhaps you'^ wifli to 
liave been brought up a farmer too. — ^But in one 
wordy as well as a thouiand, I (hall never forget 
xlie extraordinary kindnefs of your ofier.; but, if 
you would not ruin jl wliole family of innocent 
people that love you, even fonfent to leave us as 
We are. 

Mr. Merton then fedngthe fixed determination 
of the farmer, and feelitig the juftice of hi« coarfc 
biitflrohg morality, was obliged, however reluc- 
tantly, to defift ; . and Mr&. Sandford coming to in* 
^he them io dinner, he entered the houfe, and paid 
iis refpefts to the family. 

After the cloth was removed, and Mr. Sandford 
Jiad twice or thrice replenilhed his filver mug, the 
only piece of finery in his houfe, little Harry came 
running in, with fo much alacrity and heedleflhefs, 
ihat he tore Mifs Deborah's beft apron, and had 
nearly precipitated Mifs Catharine's nev cap into 
the fircj for which the young ladies and his mother 
rebuked him with fome acrimony. But Harry^ 
after begging pardon with bis ufual good humour* 
^ried. Father, father, h^re is the prettieft team of 
horfes, all matched, and of a colour, with new 
harnefs,^the moft complete I ever fawin my life; 
and they have ftopped at o\it back.door« and the 

man 
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man fays they are brought for you. Farmer Sandt- 
ford was juft then in the middle of his hiftory o£ 
the ploughing-match at Axminfter; but the rela- 
tion of his fon had fuch an involuntary effeft upon 
him, that he ftarted up, overfet the liquor and the 
table, and, making an hafty apology to Mr. Mer- 
ton, ran out to fee thefe wonderful horfes. 

Prefently he returned, in equal admiration with 
his fon. Mafter Merton, faid he, I did not think 
you had been fo good a judge of a horfe. I fup- 
pofc they are a new purchafe, which you want to 
have my opinion upon ; and, I can affure you, they 
are the true Suffolk forrels, the firft breed of work- 
ing horfes in the kingdom ; and thefe are fome of 
the beft of their kind. Such as they are, anfwered 
Mr. Merton, they are yours ; and I cannot think, 
after the obligations I am under to your family, that 
you will do me fo great a difpleafure as to refufe, 
Mr. Sandford flood for fome time in mute afto- 
nilhmerit ; but, at length, he was beginning the 
ciytleft fpeech he could think of to refufe fo great 
a prefent, when Tommy coming up, took him by" 
theiiand, and begged him not to deny to his fa- 
ther and nimfelf the firft favour they had ever afk- 
ed. Befides, faid he, this prefent is lefs to your-* 
felf than to little Harry ; and furely, after having 
lived fo long in your family, you will not turn 
me out with difgrace, as if I had mifbehaved. — p— 
Here Harry himfelf ipterpofed, and, confidering 
lefs the value of the prefent than the feelings and 

intentions 
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intentions of the giver, he took his father by the 
hand, and befought him to oblige Matter Merton 
and his father^ Were it anv one elfe, I would 
not fay a word, added he; but I know the ge- 
nerofity of Mr. Merton, and the goodnefs of Maf- 
ter Tommy fo well, that they will receive more 
pleafure from giving, than you from taking the 
horfes. Though, I muft confefs, they are fuch 
as would do credit to any body ; and they beat 
farmer Knowles's all to nothing, which have 
long been reckoned the beft team in all the 
\£Ountry. 
^rhis laft refleftion, joined with all that had 
preceded, overcame the delicacy of Mr. Sandford$ 
and he at length confented to order the horfes to 
be led into his (tables. And now Mr. Merton, 
having made the moil afFeQionate acknowledg- 
ments to all this worthy and happy family, among 
whom he did not forget the honeft black, whom 
he promifed to provide for, fummoned his fon to 
accompany him home. Tommy arofe, and with 
the fincereft gratitude, bade adieu to Harry and 
all the reft. I fliall not be long without you, laid 
he to Harry ; to your example I owe moft of the 
little good that I can boaft ; you have taught nae ! 
how much better it is to be ufeful than rich or 
fine; how much more amiable to be good than 
to be great. — Should I ever be tempted to re- 
lapfe, even for an inftant, into any of my for- 
mer habits, 1 will return hither for inftruftion ; 

and 
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and I hope you will again receive me. Saying 
this, he (hook his friend Harry aflfeftionately by 
the hand, and, with watery eyes, accompaaied 
his father home. 
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